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· Ischinger: Belgrade’s statement is not acceptable (Koha Ditore)

· Ban Ki-moon: I don’t expect a positive report from the Troika (Dailies)
· Rice: Ahtisaari’s plan should be implemented (Koha Ditore)

· ICG: May 2008, the most optimal time for Kosovo’s independence(Dailies)

· Rohan: No one can stop independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Fried: It is too soon to say when USA will recognize independence of Kosovo (Zëri)

· Schook: 1244 Resolution is very flexible (dailies)

· Jeremic says Ban Ki-moon respects 1244 (Express)

· KFOR doesn’t count on KPC in case of outbreak of violence (Dailies)

· Kosovo, the fourth most corrupted place in the world (Dailies)

· Bus attacked near Kosovo-Serbia boundary (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Ischinger: Belgrade’s statement is not acceptable (Koha Ditore)

EU Negotiators for Kosovo status has requested on Thursday from one Serbian negotiator to withdraw the comments that suggested that war is an option, if Kosovo Albanians declare independence reported Reuters. 
Serbia has always dismissed the start of a war on Kosovo, where it lost formal control on 1999 and where the Albanian majority now says it will detach from Serbia.

“I think it is unacceptable and not tolerable, that even before the Troika has submitted its reports, one of the sides has said such statements”, Ischinger is quoted as saying adding that he hope that this statement is not authorized, expressing his hopes that the Serbian side will respect and remain committed to the statements it made for the Troika. 

Ban Ki-moon: I don’t expect a positive report from the Troika (Dailies)
UN Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, on Thursday said that he is not expecting to receive a positive report from the Troika regarding the negotiations on Kosovo, and this since the last round of consultations was not fruitful and it did not produce any results, dailies report.

“As far as I know, last round of consultations of the Troika didn’t produce any concrete results, and therefore it is possible that they will submit their report to me which will say that the parties involved were not able to reach any agreement. I will then have to coordinate and review this case with the Security Council very carefully”, papers quoted Ban as saying. 

Rice: Ahtisaari’s plan should be implemented (Koha Ditore)

U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, at the moment she arrived in Brussels for the NATO discussions, expressed support for Kosovo’s independence, which can trigger further partitions with Russia.

U.S. Secretary of State has expressed the American support to the UN proposal for “supervised independence” for Kosovo, since the additional talks have failed. “The logic of Ahtisaari’s plan has to be implemented” AFP quotes Rice as saying. 

ICG: May 2008, the most optimal time for Kosovo’s independence(Dailies)

International Crisis Group in a recent report on Kosovo claims that the coming May is the most appropriate time for independence of Kosovo. The report says that after the failure of the Troika-led talks the international community should coordinate a political process in order to bring Kosovo a supervised-type of independence. 

The report also says that the UN SCR 1244 should not be an obstacle to the setting up of an EU mission to Kosovo nor should it prevent recognition of Kosovo’s independence by individual countries.

Rohan: No one can stop independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

UN Deputy Status Envoy, Ambassador Albert Rohan, told Austrian daily Die Presse that independence of Kosovo is unavoidable and is the only realistic option. “No one can stop independence of Kosovo,” Rohan is quoted to have said. “Any voice in the European Union that speaks in support of an unrealistic solution or postponement of the decision only goes to strengthen the resistance of Serbia and Russia’s position,” Rohan said further.

Fried: It is too soon to say when USA will recognize independence of Kosovo (Zëri)
U.S. Assistant Secretary for Europe and Eurasia, Daniel Fried, in an interview for Bosnia’s paper Nezavisne Novine said that the Kosovo status crisis should not be used by anyone to further divide Bosnia and to slow down its progress. He also said the USA will not ask Bosnia and Herzegovina to recognize independence of Kosovo and that before 10 December it is too soon to say when the U.S. will recognize independence of Kosovo.

Schook: 1244 Resolution is very flexible (dailies)

Kosovo Serb representatives in Cagllavica have expressed their opposing view to Kosovo independence, hoping at the same time that 1244 will not allow the declaration of Kosovo’s independence, reports Zëri. 
But at the same time, UNMIK Deputy Chief Steven Schook, interpreting the Resolution 1244 as something flexible, he told Kosovo Serb representatives that UNMIK is consulting the United Nations Headquarters and New York about all issues, including here the unilateral declaration of independence.

One of the Serbian representatives stated that the unilateral declaration of independence will bring a conflict. 

These comments were made in the Media Center in Cagllavica in a debate, with the subject: “What will be Kosovo’s future, if the Parliament unilaterally declares independence?

According to Schook, 1244 is a flexible document and he implied that UNMIK chief will not necessarily annul the unilateral declaration of independence, if it will be declared by the Kosovo Parliament. 

Schook in addition stated that he has not heard from the Kosovo leaders for taking the decision to declare independence unilaterally.

“In the meetings I had with the current leaders and the future ones in Kosovo, I haven’t’ heard any discussion for making the decision to declare independence unilaterally. There were speculations in media about such statements, but I haven’t heard anything concrete” Schook is quoted as saying. 

Koha Ditore’s headline quotes Schook as saying: “It is time for the status to change” and writes that “In any case KFOR and UNMIK will ensure the territorial integrity of Kosovo and security for all citizens, without any differences”. The paper adds that UNMIK Deputy Chief has expressed convincingly that the time for the status of Kosovo to change has come, but was not able to say whether UNMIK will approve or annul the unilateral declaration of independence from Kosovars. 

Jeremic says Ban Ki-moon respects 1244 (Express)

Express reports that Serbian Foreign Affairs Minister Vuk Jeremic called on the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon on Thursday to give his support in protecting the sovereignty and integrity of Serbia, adding that Belgrade authorities are ready to continue negotiations. Jeremic said the UN SG understood his position and that “he emphasized full commitment for Resolution 1244 as the document that regulates the legal status of Kosovo”.

The paper also notes that Jeremic told BBC that Serbia would never sell Kosovo for Europe, not even for €100 billion. He added that Belgrade would use all means at its disposal, but not military means, to protect the sovereignty of the country.

KFOR doesn’t count on KPC in case of outbreak of violence (Dailies)

Papers report on the visit of the COMKFOR, Xavier de Marnhac paid to the guard of Kosovo, where he said that he doesn’t count on in KPC in case of outbreak of violence in Kosovo. 

“In case of outbreak of violence we won’t need KPC, because KFOR in coordination with the KPS and UNMIK Police are the only ones to carry the responsibility for the security in Kosovo”, Koha Ditore quoted de Marnhac as saying.      

According to the paper, de Marnhac refers to KPC as a civil organization in case of emergencies, and if there is a need for the services of this organization, he will invite them for assistance. 
Kosovo, the fourth most corrupted place in the world (Dailies)

Kosovo is one of the places with the highest corruption rate in the world, said a report from the organization Transparency International.

The report called ‘the global barometer of corruption 2007” has found out that Kosovo is ranked somewhere as the fifth on the list, where African and Asian place dominate. 

In this list from the Southeast of Europe, close to Kosovo is Albania, which is considered to have a higher rate of corruption than Macedonia.  

According to the research done, the places in poverty are mostly touched by this phenomenon and 67 percent of interviewed Kosovars stated to have paid bribe to get services. 

In the leading front-page story, Express reports that the survey conducted by Transparency International, which included 60 world countries, Kosovo ranks fourth in corruption. It ranks after Albania and right before Macedonia, while Cameroon and Cambodia are at the top of the list. 

Kosovo Government spokesman Avni Arifi reacted saying that the survey is not serious because the bases of the report are not known. Arifi admitted that there is corruption in Kosovo and that this poses a challenge for Kosovo’s institutions, but to say that Kosovo ranks fourth in the world in corruption is absurd. 

Bus attacked near Kosovo-Serbia boundary (Express)

The paper reports that a bus that was travelling near the boundary between Kosovo and Serbia was attacked on Wednesday at midnight by about ten masked people armed with long rifles. The incident happened near the village of Shtedim, near Podujevo. Citing information provided by the Kosovo Police Service, the paper notes that the bus traveled the Dragash-Belgrade line, and that this is not the first time the bus came under attack. Unnamed sources within the KPS told the paper that the suspects appeared on behalf of the Albanian National Army (AKSH); at the same time, AKSH spokesman Gafurr Adili denied the involvement of the AKSH in the incident.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Kosovo without all-powerful institutions on 10 December

· ICG: May 2008, the suitable time for Kosovo independence

· Ki-moon: I do not expect a positive report from the Troika

· Ischinger: Unacceptable statements from Belgrade

· Schook: It’s time for status to change

· Kosovo, the fourth most corrupted place in the world
Other headlines
· Rice: Ahtisaari’s logic plan should be implemented (2)
· Serbia will not experience war for Kosovo any more (2)
· KFOR does not count on KPC in case of turmoil (3)

· Gallach: We are not dealing with threats (3)

· European stance to be known on 14 December (3)

· Kostunica: Kosovo, a marionette state of USA and NATO (4)

· Rohan: No one can prevent Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Belgrade inaugurates a regional office in Mitrovica (4)

· They stopped the bus with guns, took only the keys (5)

· Churchill “speaks” Serbian: Kosovo is Serbia (6)

· Kosovo’s long winter (10)

· Antichrist Artemije (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· ICG: USA and EU commit themselves to recognise Kosovo in May
· Editorial: The beginning of the campaign

· The great political duel PDK-LDK in Prishtina, Prizren and Mitrovica

· Holbrook: There was lack USA pressure on Russia for Kosovo

· Rohan: Independence is the only real solution for Kosovo

· Aggravation of West – Serb government relations about security in Kosovo
Other headlines

· Jeremic: Serbia won’t sell Kosovo either for Europe or for hundreds of billions of Euros (2)
· Kostunica: USA is forming a marionette state of NATO in Kosovo (2)

· Ban Ki-moon receives today the Troika’s report (3)

· Unity Team says Kosovo independence presents no problem for Spain (3)

· Fried: It is early to say before 10 December when the USA will recognise Kosovo’s independence (3)

· Steven Schook: Resolution 1244 is very flexible (4)

· Pope Benedict XVI and [Albanian President] Bamir Topi discussed Kosovo (4)

· There will be elections in 23 municipalities, with 539 voting centres and 2095 voting points
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· ICG, independence in May 2008

· Limaj: I will win non Saturday

· Mustafa: Citizens will vote for me, not coalitions

· Editorial: Where did the lists fail?

· Sejdiu: Madrid supports independence

· Ki-moon has the floor
 

Other headlines

· Run-off voting is waited for with scepticism (2)
· Rice: Ahtisaari plan should be implemented (4)

· Ischinger criticises Simic’s statement (4)

· NATO, concerned about the north of Kosovo (4)

· Marnhac praises KPC transformation (4)

· OSCE: Independent institutions in the interest of democracy (4)

· Kosovo’s light does not depend on Belgrade’s political will (8)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· The threshold of negotiators ruined us

· Ban Ki-moon: I will receive the Troika’s report today

· Kosovo status determines if KPS will become an army

· My victory is approaching

· Against Rücker, Kosovo needs the opposition

· Spain will also support independence
Other headlines

· Diplomacy heads of NATO to discuss Kosovo and Serbia today (2)
· Topi and Pope Benedict XVI discussed Kosovo (2)
· Rupel: Situation in Kosovo, complicated (2)
· Kostunica: USA and NATO are forming a marionette state (2)
· Jeremic: Serbia will not use force if Kosovo becomes independent (2)
· Serb socialists: Kosovo should also be defended through force (2)
· Holbrook: Moscow has encouraged Serb stubbornness (3)

· Rice will ask Greece not to prevent Kosovo’s independence (3)

· Fried: The crisis will not be carried over to BiH because of Kosovo (3)

· NATO is committed to secure peace and stability in Kosovo (10)
· Kosovo’s light does not depend on Belgrade’s political will (12)
Express

Front page

· We, champions of the evil

· Independence instead of fires

· Serb campaign

· Independence cannot be stopped

Other headlines

· Editorial: The answers is in the EU (2)

· Kosovo’s light does not depend on Belgrade’s political will (3)

· For Serbs, declaration of independence brings conflict (6)

· Kostunica: Kosovo, a puppet state (6)

· Jeremic says Ban Ki-moon respects Resolution 1244 (7)

· Attack against the bus (11)
Lajm
Front page
· Rohan: No one can prevent independence

· Three days earlier

· Shadow Ministers await sun

· Without government till Christmas

· Ready for run-off voting

Other headlines

· Unity Team returns with Spain’s support for independence (2)
· Pope Benedict XVI supports Albanians’ aspirations (2)
· Serbia should remove the gangrene to save itself (3)

· Gyl promises Turkey’s support for Kosovo’s independence (3)

· ICG: Kosovo will become independent in May! (4)

· Kostunica: Kosovo will be a puppet state (4)

· Davoren: Sleep calm in your houses! (5)

· De Marnhac: The fate of KPC is linked to Kosovo status (5)

· KEK stops power, Serbs block the road (6)

· Kosovo’s light does not depend on Belgrade’s political will (9)

Bota Sot
Front page
· When the new Kosovo’s Assembly will be constituted 

· U.S. KFOR will react in the whole Kosovo in case security will be in question 

· The status will define the future of Kosovo’s Army

· Nobody can prevent Kosovo’s Independence

Other headlines 
· Ban Ki-moon to receive the Troika report today (3)

· When Kosovo announces independence, it will have great international recognition (3)

· Most of EU countries will recognize Kosovo’s independence (4)

· The EU final stance on Kosovo, on 14 December (4)

· Kosovo, great test for democracy (9)   

InfoPress 
Front page
· Independence in May 

· Rohan: Independence cannot be stopped 

· UNMIK accuses municipality of Pristina 

Other headlines 
· Ki-moon, to receive the Troika report today (2)

· Madrid supports declaration of independence (2)

· To revitalize the Ahtisaari plan (3)

· Stronger then in the 8th of December (4)

· KPC destiny depends on the political status (6)

· Serbs alarmed (6)

· Kosovo among the most corrupted places (7)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ban Ki-moon expecting Troika’s report (Beta/AP)

· Jeremic requested support to Serbian integrity from Ki-moon (RTS)

· Ischinger: EU stands regarding Kosovo closer (Tanjug)

· Alexeyev: Russia requesting continuation of Kosovo negotiations (Tanjug)

· Kubis: Slovakia will not recognize unilateral independence of Kosovo (Beta)

· Kostunica: US and NATO creating a puppet state in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

· Sutanovac: Problem of Kosovo cannot be resolved by military means (RTS)

· Jeremic: Serbia excludes military means (RTS/BBC)

· Djelic: Bulgarian support regarding Kosovo status (Radio Srbija)

· ICG for Kosovo’s independence in May 2008 (Tanjug)

· Beham: Belgrade for continuation of Kosovo talks (Tanjug) 

Ban Ki-moon expecting Troika’s report (Beta/AP)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stated that he expects the Troika’s report to most likely state that it is not possible to reach an agreement on the future status of Kosovo. The report of the EU, US and Russian representatives, Wolfgang Ischinger, Frank Wisner and Alexander Botsan-Harchenko respectively, will be 

submitted to Ban Ki-moon on Friday after which he will forward it to the UN SC which is to discuss the Kosovo status on 19 December.

Jeremic requested support to Serbian integrity from Ki-moon (RTS)

Serbian Foreign minister Vuk Jeremic talked in New York with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, whom he requested to support preservation of sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Serbia. Jeremic conveyed to Ki-moon that the Belgrade authorities are ready for continuation of negotiations on the Kosovo status. Serbian positions are met with understanding by the Secretary-General, who expressed full commitment to fulfillment of provisions of UNSCR 1244 as a single document which regulates the legal status of the southern Serbian province, emphasized the Serbian Minister. According to him, Ki-moon expressed regrets over the failure of earlier talks and announced detailed consultations with the Security Council. Speaking on talks with ambassadors in the SC, Jeremic pointed that he requested his collocutors to support preservation of Serbian integrity considering that Serbia is facing serious threats of unilateral violation of its territorial integrity and sovereignty. He conveyed Belgrade’s position to ambassadors that any change in the form of international presence in Kosovo might occur only through the UN SC decision, underlined Serbian Foreign Minister.

Ischinger: EU stands regarding Kosovo closer (Tanjug)

The EU members are on the way to have their stands closer in regard to method of resolving a difficult issue of the future Kosovo status, assessed the EU representative in the Troika Wolfgang Ischinger. Compared with the situation in June, when opinions within the EU were quite different, it can now be said that the positions are closer, he said. Pointing that during the negotiations, the Troika did not omit any possible option that might lead to an agreement, Ischinger assessed that nobody can claim that now the process leading towards better results might occur.

Alexeyev: Russia requesting continuation of Kosovo negotiations (Tanjug)

Russia believes that negotiations on the Kosovo status must continue without any attempts to predetermine an outcome, emphasized the Russian Ambassador to Serbia Alexander Alexeyev. He pointed that the Moscow authorities strongly believe that the potential of negotiations is still not exhausted and that there is a realistic possibility to reach a compromise. Should, however, unilateral proclamation and recognition of Kosovo’s independence occur, it would be the worst possible scenario whose consequences would be grave not only for the Balkan region, pointed Alexeyev. 

Kubis: Slovakia will not recognize unilateral independence of Kosovo (Beta)

It is impossible to conceive that Slovakia might recognize unilaterally proclaimed Kosovo’s independence, stated Slovakian Foreign minister Jan Kubis. He said that in his position of the OSCE Chair, he recently visited Belgrade and Pristina and that he has information that Kosovo Albanian leaders are ready to proclaim independence relatively soon. Quoting that the EU stand will be of special importance, Kubis pointed that there is still no joint position and that Bratislava fears that Kosovo’s secession from Serbia might encourage separatists in other parts of Europe and the world.

Kostunica: US and NATO creating a puppet state in Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian Premier Vojislav Kostunica stated that if the US decides for Albanian separatists to proclaim unilateral independence, then it will be quite obvious why NATO bombarded Serbia and why the NATO troops arrived in Kosovo. The principal goal is the creation of a puppet NATO state, where, as outlined in Annex 11 of Ahtisaari’s plan, NATO would be an ultimate body of power, Kostunica assessed for Tanjug. He emphasized that everyone knows that there can be no supervised independence, as these two terms are in contradiction. In earlier history, the true name for a supervised state was a puppet creation and we now see how NATO and the US are trying to achieve that, warned the Serbian Premier. According to him, the only thing missing was for Serbia to accept Ahtisaari’s plan and thus legalize the bombardment and arrival of NATO troops to Kosovo and the creation of a puppet NATO state. Serbia opted to reveal and confront such violence and to reject a NATO puppet state by rejecting Ahtisaari’s plan, Kostunica underlined. Serbia acknowledges the existence of UNSCR 1244, the UN Charter and its Constitution, which all guarantee that Kosovo is an integral and inalienable part of Serbia, Kostunica concluded.

Sutanovac: Problem of Kosovo cannot be resolved by military means (RTS)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac has stated that the problem of Kosovo cannot be resolved by military means. On the occasion of the statement by the Prime Minister’s Advisor Aleksandar Simic that war is a legal mean, Sutanovac told the press in the Serbian Parliament that Simic did not represent the Serbian Government and that he wasn’t presenting the stands of the Government the Defense Ministry. “What he said is not an official stand of the Serbian Government,” said Sutanovac and added that he would not comment the statements of the Prime Minister’s advisor. He said that he could not talk about that ministry’s action plan in case of unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, but that one can assume what it contains, as well as that the army’s mission is not only defense of the country but also assistance to the civil population in case it is endangered. “We are examining all the possible scenarios, but our ministry cannot bring optimism in the sense of plans, simply because the Defense Ministry exists for the worst possible plans,” said Sutanovac.


Jeremic: Serbia excludes military means (RTS/BBC)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic told the BBC that in case a dialogue on Kosovo does not continue and unilateral actions are taken, Serbia will be in an unpleasant situation to utilize all means available to a sovereign and independent state. Serbia will use political, diplomatic, legal and economic instruments, Jeremic said adding that Serbian authorities will not resort to military means under any circumstances. Jeremic assessed that it is sad that Pristina does not share such a position.

Djelic: Bulgarian support regarding Kosovo status (Radio Srbija)

In talks with Bulgarian Minister for European Issues Gergana Hristova-Granchareva in Belgrade, Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic stated that the Bulgarian support regarding the future Kosovo status is very important for Serbia. As it was announced from Djelic’s cabinet, Grancharova clearly stated that Bulgaria is on the Serbian side and ready to support it in the forthcoming challenges. 

ICG for Kosovo’s independence in May 2008 (Tanjug)

The new Kosovo government should announce its intention to proclaim independence, after the 120-day transitional period, in May 2008, according to Ahtisaari’s plan, which would be recognized by the US and key EU countries, circumventing the UN SC, the International Crises Group (ICG) assessed in its latest report. The organization pledges that, as soon as the UN Secretary-General receives the Troika’s report on the failure of the Belgrade-Pristina negotiations, the key west countries start preparations for proclamation of conditional independence of the province. Russia believes that the Kosovo issue must be resolved in the SC, reminds ICG underlining that therefore much will depend on coordination between the EU and the UN Secretary-General. The report reads that, due to Russian opposition and threat of veto, the SC will not recall UNSCR 1244, which recognizes Serbia’s sovereignty over Kosovo and it will not be enabled to approve the plan on conditional independence of the province and replace UNMIK with the EU mission, which should implement the plan.

Beham: Belgrade for continuation of Kosovo talks (Tanjug) 

The climate in talks between Belgrade and Pristina delegations significantly improved at the latest negotiations on the future Kosovo status, which is why negotiations should continue in this fashion, assessed Serbian Ambassador with the OSCE Miroslava Beham. She stated for the Vienna daily Kurir that Belgrade believes that negotiations should last until a joint solution is found. We have not achieved this yet, said Beham reminding that Belgrade offered Pristina more than what other models of autonomy offer, but it was rejected. Beham pointed that unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence would present violation of UNSCR 1244 and borders of Serbia as an internationally recognized state. Serbia would then react with all diplomatic and political means, excluding only military ones, emphasized Beham without specifying any details. 

Disclaimer
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