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· Countryman: Reopening of Kosovo issue, dangerous for the region (dailies) 

· Assembly criticizes Government for talks with Serbia (dailies)

· Serbia does not recognize independence, wants creative solution (Koha Ditore) 

· Discussions will facilitate the lives of citizens (Express) 

· Jeremic: International pressure to recognize Kosovo increasing (dailies)

· Coordinate on lobbying (Express) 

· Thaçi ‘inspects’ highway (Zëri)

· Ban Ki-moon asks for another mandate at the head of UN (Epoka e Re)

· Jessen-Petersen elected member of AUK Steering Board (Bota Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Countryman: Reopening of Kosovo issue, dangerous for the region (dailies) 

Based on the Voice of America, dailies report that the U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State Thomas Countryman said at the National Club of Journalists in Washington that complete integration of the Balkans region in EU and NATO, continues to be number one engagement for American Government. Countryman added that arrest and extradition of Ratko Mladic in Hague is a major step not only for Serbia but also for the region towards the quiet waters. Speaking about the recent developments in Balkans, Countryman said that the issue of Kosovo status and its borders, is closed and their reopening is dangerous for the region because it would only enflame nationalist fires. 

Assembly criticizes Government for talks with Serbia (dailies)

Head of the Kosovo Assembly Jakup Krasniqi said after a meeting of the Assembly’s presidency that this institution has no idea how talks between Kosovo and Serbia are going and, as a result, has no harmonized stance on them. “It is very much true that we have objections with regards to the development of these talks due to the lack of information. We did not even receive the platform for these talks,” said Krasniqi.

Serbia does not recognize independence, wants creative solution (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia’s President Boris Tadic, announced on Tuesday at a lecture held at the European Policies Centre in Brussels that Serbia would never recognize independence of Kosovo. However, he added that Belgrade is ready for creative solutions. He added that the only sustainable solution would be the one agreed by both parties. 

Serbia’s President expressed distrust on the EU mission in Kosovo EULEX, insisting that “the UN Security Council should authorize independent investigations regarding the accusations for organ trafficking in Kosovo, because EULEX cannot do this.” 
Discussions will facilitate the lives of citizens (Express) 

The Special Representative of the European Union in Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini, announced that discussions between Kosovo and Serbia aim reaching of a European agreement for both countries. He added that these discussions would not be in disfavor of any of the parties. According to him, the dialogue aims at removing obstacles between the two countries. “I think that everyone is aware about the issues that are being discussed, and these discussions are quite transparent. We are discussing the issues that would improve peoples’ lives, such as freedom of movement,” said Gentilini.  

Jeremic: International pressure to recognize Kosovo increasing (dailies)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said that there is an increased pressure on the countries of Latin America to recognize independence of Kosovo. “It is of crucial importance that we don’t back down from diplomatic activities for non-recognition of Kosovo,” urged Jeremic adding that this is no easy task. Jeremic is currently taking part in the works of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States. 

Coordinate on lobbying (Express) 

Express reports that Deputy Prime Minister Behgjet Pacolli and Minister of Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj finally managed to meet and discuss the strategy of lobbying for recognition of Kosovo’s independence. Hoxhaj said that his and Pacolli’s diplomatic activities are part of a joint plan and strategy. “I have informed Mr. Pacolli about the content of the document,” said Hoxhaj, however he denied that during Pacolli’s traveling, officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs would join him. 

Thaçi ‘inspects’ highway (Zëri)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi along with ambassadors from United Kingdom, France, Italy, Germany and the EU Representative to Kosovo visited the work underway for the construction of the Morina-Merdare highway. Thaçi reiterated that the project will cost around 700 million euro and that everything is going according to plan. He said the first 38 kilometers of the road will be finished by 30 October.

Thaçi also spoke on the occasion about the new agreement with IMF saying that the loan which has not been pledged by IMF will not hinder construction works. “Government of Kosovo and IMF are partners, the agreement underwent redesigning and reformulation, salaries will continue to be given with maximum increase as we have promised,” stressed Thaçi.

Ban Ki-moon asks for another mandate at the head of UN (Epoka e Re)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will run for another mandate as his current term in office is to expire on 31 December. In a letter sent to the UN member countries, Ban officially offered his services for another mandate. “I would be deeply honoured if member countries would support another mandate,” said Ban. 

Asian countries are reported to have expressed support for Ban’s reappointment and so have Germany and France. In addition, support for Ban has also come from the US President Barack Obama. 

Jessen-Petersen elected member of AUK Steering Board (Bota Sot)

Former UNMIK chief Soren Jessen-Petersen has been selected as a new member to the Steering Board of the American University in Kosovo, the paper reports. Jessen-Petersen was elected unanimously by the members of the Board due to his contribution not only to AUK but to the Albanian cause as well. Jessen-Petersen, notes the paper, was one of the most important figures in pushing forward the Kosovo’s final status issue. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Assembly criticizes the Government for talks with Serbia

· Countryman: Reopening of the Kosovo issue, dangerous

· Serbia doesn’t recognize independence, wants a ‘creative’ solution

· Thaçi: Salaries to be paid with increase, highway to continue

· In Pacolli’s time, Presidency spent €214,221

Other headlines

· Strategy for lobbying coordination to be approved by the Government (2)

· Jeremic: Pressure increased to recognize Kosovo (3)

· Draskovic’s movement against partition of Kosovo (4)

· Addressing of challenges after break of IMF agreement requested (5)

· Bllaca accused by friends for racketeering and collaborating with Serbia (7)

Zëri
Front page

· Horror in Pristina Hospital

Other headlines

· Thaçi to a motion for highway (2)

· Pressure for recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Thaçi ‘inspects’ highway (3)

· Talks, in favour of the two countries (3)

· Tadic ready for a creative solution (4)

· Two EULEX vehicles set on fire (5)

· The split north (5)

· Bllaca ends his testimony (6)

· Crises after loss of loan (7)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Women’s quota, in danger

· Anti-Corruption Agency with breaches in procurement

· Irregular tender in Constitutional Court

· Two EULEX vehicles set on fire

· Editorial: Accountability after auditing 

Other headlines

· Law on war values this month in the Assembly (2)

· Strike of war veterans enters 16th day (2)

· Kosovo-Serbia technical agreements by July (3)

· Talks with Serbia, not transparent (3)

· Swiss parliament extends mandate to troops in Kosovo (4)

· AAK expects quick end to Haradinaj’s trial (4)

· Cyprus refuses to recognize independence of Kosovo (4)

· LDK continues reform (5)

· Disagreements with IMF won’t stop the nation’s road (15)

· Statements for division have divided Serbs too (15)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· The role of the President will not strengthen 

· State with a plan for increase of recognitions

· Çeku: Serbia saved Mladic to sell him with an expensive price 

· Thaçi: All projects will continue

Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon requests another mandate as UN chief (2)

· Some possible solutions for Kosovo (2)

· Tadic: Technical agreements with Pristina in 30-40 days (2)

· Albanian court ceases charges against Dick Marty (2)

· Part of Serbs against division and blockades in the north (3)

· Countryman: Kosovo status is concluded (3)

· Tadic: Serbia will never recognize Kosovo (3)

· Rama “sweats” Bllaca (6)

· Two EULEX vehicles burned (6)

· Thaçi in motion for motorway next week (7)

· Krasniqi complains regarding lack of information on Pristina – Belgrade dialogue (7)

Express
Front page

· Coordinate on lobbying

· EULEX hit again

· Deceivers caught 

· Bllaca ends his confession 

Other headlines

· Rexhepi: “Good” crisis (2)

· Judah: Organized crime from Balkans (3)

· Do not recognize Kosovo (4)

· Announces agreement (5)

· Discussions will facilitate citizens’ lives (5)

· Krasniqi complains (6)

· Isa’s message for LDK in Mitrovica (6)

· Clarification regarding AAK announcement (6)

· Swiss soldiers in Kosovo until 2014 (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Isa Mustafa “stuck” in Gjakova

· LDK lazy,  Vetëvendosje noisy, AAK incapable 

· Government overpasses legislative in the process of discussions 

Other headlines

· Brussels does not exclude change of borders (2)

· Gentilini: Transparent discussions (2)

· Spahiu: In EU, after strengthening the legal state (2)

· Countryman: Reopening of Kosovo issue, dangerous for the region (3)

· Fire on two EULEX vehicles (5)

· Countryman: Ohrid agreement, one of the three duties of the new Government (7)
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