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· The fight between Serbs with KFOR and UNMIK Security in Gorazdevac (dailies)
· Troika reports the failure of the talks (Koha Ditore)

· Rice: The time has come for a decision on Kosovo to be taken (dailies)

· NATO committed to protect Kosovo (dailies)

· Casey: US does not expect violence (Koha Ditore)

· Miliband: A new political framework (Koha Ditore)

· Ischinger: status delay intensifies Balkans’ inconstancy (Express)
· Four big European states request EU’s readiness for Kosovo (Zëri)

· CEC announces the results for Municipal Assemblies (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights

The fight between Serbs with KFOR and UNMIK Security in Gorazdevac (dailies)
All dailies report about yesterday’s incident in Gorazdevac. 
Koha Ditore writes that the incident happened after UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker and COMKFOR Xavier De Marnhac finished their visit in a municipality of Gorazdevac. One of the Serbs gathered outside, which according to the witnesses is the school director of the village, started to provoke the security. 

“This is Serbia and not Albania” he screamed, while other Serbs were trying to stop him. He managed to scuffle with a KFOR soldier and after this a fight started and a lot of Serbs got involved. 
Rücker and Marnhac were evacuated quickly and left with a helicopter. 

While KFOR was trying to see the situation with relativism, UNMIK was clearer. 

“This is unacceptable. For this I will report to the Security Council. “I was told this is a direct threat from Belgrade” Koha Ditore quotes UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker as saying. 

COMKFOR explained the situation as a fight among the Serbs. “After the talk a fight broke out between two groups of Serbs, while COMKFOR and the SRSG were coming out of the municipality building” said a press release issued by KFOR.

Zëri under the headline :” Serbs from Gorazdevac assaulted physically KFOR soldiers” reports that a group of a round 10 Serbs attacked KFOR soldiers, which were protecting UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker and COMKFOR Xavier de Marnhac.
Express on its front page carries the headline:” Gorazdevac: Serbs hospitality” and writes that what was expected to be a call for peace ended up in a fight. UNMIK Chief Joachim Rücker and COMKFOR Xavier de Marnhac left from Gorazdevac terrified. Serbs- the fight starters – and KFOR soldiers fought badly. 
Lajm carries the headline “Outlawed” and reports about the incident and quotes Xavier de Marnhac as saying:”We can not protect Serbs if they have disagreements among each other”. 

“Rücker go home” is Inforpress front page headline.

Epoka e Re carries the headline: “Serbs force Rücker and De Marnhac to escape from Gorazdevac”

Troika reports the failure of the talks (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore on its front page writes about the Troika’s report basic line is: “neither Albanians nor Serbs were willing to move from their positions, in regards to the basic issue of sovereignty”,

Troika reported to the United Nations that the additional talks on Kosovo have failed because both sides haven’t achieved an agreement for the Kosovo status. 

Troika gave its report to the United Nations on Friday and according to AP news agency, UN Spokeswoman, Michel Montas said that the report will be given to the Security Council ion Sunday afternoon, just some hours before the foreseen mandate for the additional talks, ends. 
Troika’s report, which Koha Ditore has, says that it is a shame, because a solution with an agreement would be of interest for both sides. 

In the 4 pages reports, plus appendixes, Troika has reported all the issues that were discussed in the 120 days and confirmed the failure of thee talks. 

“In the frame of our work, sides have discussed a range of options, from complete independence, the supervised one, territorial partition, substantial autonomy, confederation arrangements and even the “silent” status of an “agreement not to agree” says the report. It is important says further the report that both sides have promised to refrain from the use of violence. 

Rice: The time has come for a decision on Kosovo to be taken (dailies)
US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, after the meeting with NATO member states foreign ministers in Brussels on Friday said that ignoring the situation and the delay of making decisions will not contribute to the stability of the region.

Rice appealed for a constructive approach and that she will bring everyone that is responsible for Balkans, including Russia. 

“We hope that there will be a constructive approach that will bring us together with a responsibility for Balkans stability, and this includes Russia which also is responsible for Balkans stability; Rice is quoted as saying.
NATO committed to protect Kosovo (dailies)

NATO Foreign Ministers ended their meeting in Brussels with the commitment that the NATO forces in Kosovo remain in the same level, with the possibility, if needed, the reserved forces to be used, in order to stop eventual violence, when the decision on Kosovo status is expected to be taken. 

‘In Kosovo a powerful KFOR mandate, led by NATO, is committed for maintaining security and support to the political process. We are waiting for the Troika’s report for the negotiating process”, said a press release that was issued after the meeting adding that KFOR will remain in Kosovo, based on the 1244 resolution unless the UN Security Council decides differently. 

“NATO’s continuous commitment for the security and stability in the region remains crucial and we will act with decisiveness against anyone who tries to use violence” NATO General Secretary, Jaap De Hoop Scheffer is quoted as saying. 

Kosovo was discussed also in the meeting that NATO had with Russia, a meeting that lasted longer than expected and NATO spokesman, James Appathurai said that NATO will not wait very long for solving a serious problem in the European territory. 

Meanwhile Russia’s foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov after meeting with NATO, on the question how Russia will react after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence, he responded:” our reaction will be based on the international law and I hope that all other states will do the same”.
Casey: US does not expect violence (Koha Ditore)

US State Department spokesman, Tom Casey has stated that the United States do not expect violence in Kosovo and hope that both sides will respect their promise to refrain from violence. 

“We hope that they keep their promises” Casey is quoted as saying.
He repeated that Washington still supports a supervised independence for Kosovo, in accordance with the Ahtisaari’s plan, as the best solution, reported Voice of America. 

There will be a lot of chances for the Kosovo status to be discussed also after the end of Troika’s mandate added Casey. 
Miliband: A new political framework (Koha Ditore)
UK Foreign Minister, David Miliband has assessed on Friday that Kosovo status has to be solved in accordance with the requests of its population, while Serbia has to be offered economic and social interest, reports Koha Ditore. 

“Animosity exists for centuries in Kosovo. But as we could see, in 90’s there was a big risk with the Western Balkans, because of the belief that the situation was so complicated that every act was better that not acting. Complication can not be a recipe for not making decisions” Miliband is quoted as saying. 

Miliband in addition pointed out that in the 1244 Resolution of the Security Council there is legal and political basis for the final solution of the Kosovo status. 

Ischinger: status delay intensifies Balkans’ inconstancy (Express)

Troika’s EU representative, Wolfgang Ischinger has stated on Friday that the delay of the decision for the Kosovo status increases Balkans inconstancy.

‘Today in the beginning of December the status –quo is even more inconstant than on the 1st of August: said the German diplomat.

Further he said that the 120 days additional talks failed, despite Troika’s efforts. 

According to him with the time passing by, both sides position would have only become harsher, and expressed his concerns about the statements that threat with war, referring to Serbia’s Prime Minister Advisor, Alekander Simic. 

Four big European states request EU’s readiness for Kosovo (Zëri)

Zëri writes that four big European powers, involved in Balkans diplomacy said yesterday that negotiations for Kosovo are spent and that the time for the final solution of Kosovo status has arrived, said western sources.

In a letter sent to their EU counterparts, UK, France, Germany and Italy foreign Ministers did not mention independence but wrote that EU has to be ready to take the responsibility for the region.

The letter was sent right before the planned next meeting of EU foreign ministers.

“The letter from the four states emphasized that they basically share the view of EU Troika’s representative, Wolfgang Ischinger that the additional talks for the status would not offer prospectus for achieving an agreement” said a western official, informed about the content of the letter. 

CEC announces the results for Municipal Assemblies (dailies)

After the results for the Kosovo Assembly and Kosovo mayors, Central Election Commission published the result for municipal assemblies. 

According to the election results of November 17 for municipal assemblies in Kosovo, in 19 municipalities lead OPDK, LDK in 5 municipalities, AAK 3 and LDD 2. 

In Pristina LDK and AKR have each 13 seats; PDK has 11, ORA 5, LDD and AAK 3, PD 2 and KDTP 1.

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Ki-moon received Troika’s report (RTS/Tanjug)

· Churkin: Russia for continuation of Kosovo negotiations (Beta)

· Kostunica: Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia and Serbs in the province are Serbian citizens (Radio Srbija)

· Tadic: War and violence would threaten survival of Kosovo within Serbia (Beta)

· Jeremic: UNSCR 1244 in center of Troika’s report (RTS)
· Sutanovac: Pogrom of Serbs must not repeat (RTS/Tanjug)

· Scheffer: KFOR to stay based on UNSCR 1244 (Tanjug)

· Georgia fears expansion of the Kosovo precedent (Tanjug)

· Serbs, UNMIK, KFOR security clash in Kosovo (B92/Tanjug)

· Dodik: RS will not recognized independence of Kosovo (Beta)

· Persons in disguise stopped a bus in Kosovo (Tanjug)
Ki-moon received Troika’s report (RTS/Tanjug)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has received the Troika’s report on the talks on the status of Kosovo, it was announced in the UN. Tanjug reports that the document reads that neither Belgrade nor Pristina were willing to move from their basic positions on the issue of the future status of Kosovo and that the fact should be regretted, as a solution should be in the interest of both. A wide range of options was considered in the four months of the talks, from full or supervised independence, through a confederacy, to wide autonomy or an ethnic division and a frozen status, the Troika states. The report, with Ki-moon assessments, is to be forwarded to the SC on Sunday evening.

Churkin: Russia for continuation of Kosovo negotiations (Beta)

Russia will advocate in the upcoming UN SC session a continuation of negotiations on the future status of Kosovo, the Russian Ambassador in the UN Vitalii Churkin said. A unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo would violate international law that would lead to destabilization of the situation in the region and would not be useful for Kosovo’s interests, Churkin said.

The Serbian Government strongly supports the official initiative of the Russian Federation launched in the UN SC aimed at continuation of Kosovo negotiations, Tanjug was told in Kostunica’s cabinet. Serbia is ready for continuation of negotiations and ready to take over its part of responsibility for finding an agreement solution that would be in line with UNSCR 1244, the UN Charter and the Serbian Constitution. 

Kostunica: Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia and Serbs in the province are Serbian citizens (Radio Srbija)

A delegation of Kosovo Serbs presented Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica with a Vidovdan Declaration, containing the signatures of 75,000 Serbian citizens from Kosovo, thus expressing the confirmation of firm constitutional and state and legal ties of the southern Serbian province and confirming a decision on the rejection of any possible act of Albanian separatists on unilateral independence. Kostunica emphasized that the declaration represents a confirmation of the policy and clear stand of official Belgrade that the province of Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia, it was announced from the Prime Minister’s cabinet. The most important common stand of Serbian citizens from the province of Kosovo and state institutions is that unilateral independence of Kosovo is absolutely rejected and that Serbs from the province will always be full-fledged citizens of the state of Serbia, and will be subject to decisions taken only by the Serbian Government and other state authorities, Kostunica said. The Kosovo Serb delegation was led by the Raska-Prizren Bishop Artemije, Serb National Council for northern Kosovo leader Milan Ivanovic, and the president of the Community of Serb municipalities Marko Jaksic.

Tadic: War and violence would threaten survival of Kosovo within Serbia (Beta)

Serbian President Boris Tadic said that Serbia is absolutely ready to protect its citizens in Kosovo and that one should bear in mind that the lives of people and state interests could be protected by peaceful means only. War and violence jeopardize any possibility of Kosovo remaining within Serbia, but also the elementary life interests of people, Tadic told Beta. He said one should not be concerned over the manner in which Serbia would react to a unilateral declaration on independence of Kosovo and a possible recognition of Kosovo by some states. One should do everything to prevent that, for talks to continue and for compromise to be reached, he said. If that should happen anyway, Serbia would resort to a series of measures from the domain of diplomacy, which can be applied as strong arguments against those that would enact such a declaration and the governments of the states that would recognize independence. He emphasized he has received assurances from the highest international political and military officials that they will take full responsibility for the safety of Serbs in Kosovo. Tadic told them that Serbia as well is ready to take part in the protection of all citizens in the province, with the necessary guarantees and approvals of international representatives.

Jeremic: UNSCR 1244 in center of Troika’s report (RTS)
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic has told RTS prime news that it is especially important for Serbia that UNSCR 1244, as the main document regulating the status of Kosovo, is placed in the center of the reports of the Troika, but also in talks he conducted with the SC ambassadors in New York. Jeremic pointed out that Serbia is conducting a serious diplomatic battle regarding the format of the SC session where the Troika’s report will be examined on 19 December, stressing that there is an initiative for Kosovo Albanian representatives to also speak at that meeting. Serbia has requested that Kosovo Albanian representatives be not enabled to speak at that session since, according to the Kosovo constitutional framework, they can attend SC meetings but do not have the right to speak and UNMIK represents them.

Sutanovac: Pogrom of Serbs must not repeat (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac said that in all contacts with international officials he and other highest Serbian officials insist that violence against Kosovo Serbs of 17 March 2004 must not repeat. Those brutal attacks showed that violence of Kosovo Albanian extremists could break out at any moment, if they assess that the international community is not monitoring the situation or reticently supports their demands for independence of the province. He said that in case of unilateral independence Serbia will not ignore the decisions of the highest bodies and that its actions will be in line with the partner relations established with KFOR.

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac received assurances of the Commander of NATO allied forces in Naples, Admiral Mark Fitzgerald, that KFOR will do everything to preserve peace and safety in Kosovo, the Defense Ministry announced after talks on the current safety situation in the region. 

Scheffer: KFOR to stay based on UNSCR 1244 (Tanjug)

KFOR will remain in Kosovo based on UNSCR 1244, NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said in Brussels following the Alliance’s ministerial meeting. He said that the process of resolving the Kosovo status should be separated from KFOR’s role on the ground, considering that the goal of the NATO troops is to protect both the majority and minority in the province. It is important that KFOR will stay based on UNSCR 1244, but it would be speculative to claim in what political and legal circumstances will the international forces find themselves soon, said Scheffer.

NATO will remain in Kosovo based on UNSCR 1244, regardless of a solution to the status of the province, NATO spokesperson James Apaturaj said in Brussels. After a ministerial meeting, he said that it has been agreed that 16,450 KFOR members should remain in Kosovo, but that the number should increase if necessary. There will be no additional limits for specific KFOR actions on the ground, as was the case in March 2004. The meeting did not touch on NATO actions in case Pristina declares independence unilaterally. It is not upon NATO to recognize or not recognize Kosovo – it is the individual member-states that should be in charge of that, Apaturaj said, adding that most NATO states support Ahtisaari’s plan on supervised independence of the province.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in Brussels that only the UN SC is competent to resolve the status of Kosovo and warned that recognition of unilateral independence of the province would amount to playing with international law and would have far-reaching consequences. In reply to the question how Moscow would react to a unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, Lavrov replied that Russia’s response would be based on international law and emphasized he hopes other members of the international community would take the same stand. He emphasized there is no doubt such a solution for Kosovo would be a precedent as there are many countries that are waiting to see how things are going to develop in the Balkans. Belgrade has put forth flexible propositions and only because Pristina showed no flexibility we couldn’t reach a solution, Lavrov pointed out.

The US believes that the negotiation process on Kosovo has ended and that time has come for the next step, which is to bear in mind reality in relations between Belgrade and Pristina, US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said in Brussels, after a ministerial meeting of NATO states. She specified that entails the implementation of Ahtisaari’s plan on supervised independence and a confirmation of UNSCR 1244 provisions on the presence of international military forces in Kosovo. Commenting on the stand of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Rice said that at issue is a difficult but inevitable decision and added that ignoring reality cannot bring stability and that there is much to be done before the implementation of that plan.

Slovenian Foreign Minister Dimitrij Rupel, whose country is soon to take over chairmanship of the EU, emphasized there is no room for unilateral moves and decisions on the status of Kosovo. After a ministerial meeting of NATO states, he pointed out in Brussels that, within the EU and between the EU and the USA, there is no unified stand on the manner of resolving the delicate Kosovo issue and on the question if UNSCR 1244 could be a starting position for that. He assessed that, however, there is still room for discussion and that the first opportunity is the UN SC session where the Troika’s report will be discussed.

Georgia fears expansion of the Kosovo precedent (Tanjug)

Fearing that in case of unilateral independence of Kosovo the crisis could expand to Caucasia, Georgia has appealed to the US and the EU to support the preservation of its territorial integrity. Georgian PM Lado Gurgenidze said in an interview to the Financial Times that he hopes friends and allies of Georgia in the West will take a firm stand on the inapplicability of the Kosovo case to that country. The London daily explains that what the Georgian PM meant was that, should the US and most EU member-states recognize independence of Kosovo, Russia could respond by recognizing Abkhasia and South Ossetya, which demand independence from Georgia.

Serbs, UNMIK, KFOR security clash in Kosovo (B92/Tanjug)

An incident occurred in the Serb enclave of Gorazdevac during a visit by UNMIK head Joachim Ruecker. KFOR Commander Lt. Gen. Xavier Bout the Marnhac was also present when, according to some eyewitnesses, quoted by Tanjug, local Serbs clashed with Ruecker’s and De Marnhac’s security and the two officials had to be evacuated by helicopter together with reporters accompanying them. Ruecker and De Marnhac conferred in Gorazdevac with the head of the local UNMIK office Slobodan Petrovic. Eyewitnesses said that the incident started with a fight between a local Serb and a French KFOR member, leaving some injured. About 50 local residents and KFOR troops were involved in the fight that prevented Ruecker and De Marnhac from addressing the people, reports say. 

Dodik: RS will not recognized independence of Kosovo (Beta)

RS Premier Milorad Dodik has stated that the authorities in Banjaluka will not give consent for B&H to eventually recognize independence of Kosovo. If the central B&H bodies request that, RS will not give consent for the recognition of unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, Dodik said following the meeting with Serbian President Boris Tadic in Banjaluka. Dodik assessed that such RS’ stand contributes to the continuation of seeking a solution for the future Kosovo status agreed by Belgrade and Pristina.

Persons in disguise stopped a bus in Kosovo (Tanjug)

Some persons in disguise, claiming to be members of the Safety of the Homeland, or the Albanian National Army, stopped on Wednesday around midnight, near the village of Stedim, Podujevo Municipality, a bus of Adio Turs, which operates on the Dragas-Belgrade route, and took keys from the drivers, KPS general Resad Malici confirmed. The police claims that no passengers were maltreated, but that they had to wait for two hours until agency owners brought other keys, after which, accompanied by KPS and KFOR, they continued with their journey towards Merdare and further towards Belgrade. Buses of that agency have already been targeted several times and the last attack happened two weeks ago. 
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