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· PTK managers accused of damaging and misusing company (dailies)
· Special Prosecution files indictment against Customs directors (dailies)

· Jahjaga and Thaçi have working lunch (dailies)

· Andorra recognizes Republic of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

· The government keeps secret the platform of talks (Koha Ditore)

· Bogdanovic: Territories are not divided without war (Epoka e Re)

· Çeku wants KSF to be like NATO (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina fails to conduct census in the north (Koha Ditore)

· The lobbying strategy without cost (Koha Ditore)

· Five injured in explosion at Ferronikel (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

PTK managers accused of damaging and misusing the company (dailies)
The leading story in most daily newspapers this morning is that the prosecution has filed charges against PTK executive chief officer Shyqyri Haxha, PTK board director Rexhë Gjonbalaj and owners of Devolli Company, Blerim and Shkelqim Devolli, and the legal representative of this company, Ismet Bojku, for serious criminal acts punishable up to 10 years. Haxha and Gjonbalaj are accused of inflicting heavy damages on the company by favoring one private company. 
Joachim Stolberg, a German prosecutor, has finalized a year-one investigation with charges against the five defendants in relation to a contract for a Virtual Network Mobile Operator between PTK and Dardafon and the illegal transfer of the license to Dardafon.net in 2008 and 2009. Charges against Haxha and Gjonbalaj include signing damaging contracts, the misuse of official duty and misuse of authorizations in the economy. Accusations against Devolli brothers and Bojku include fraud, signing damaging contracts, misuse of trust, forging documents and organized crime.
Special Prosecution files indictment against Customs directors (dailies)
Several dailies report that the Special Prosecution of Kosovo has filed an indictment against Kosovo Customs Director Naim Huruglica and the Head of the Legal Directorate of Customs Lulzim Rafuna. Dailies run a press release issued by EULEX which says that that indictment has been filed against defendants in the context of an investigation regarding a large import of tobacco by four Kosovo tobacco companies in December 2008. Dailies report that the import happened prior to an increase of the excise tax which went into force in January 2009.  Charges against Huruglica and Rafuna include abuse of official position or authority and misuse of economic authorizations. Dailies also report that the indictment was based on an investigation launched on October 5th 2010 and conducted by a EULEX Special Prosecutor in cooperation with the EULEX Executive Police. 

Jahjaga and Thaçi have working lunch (dailies)

Several dailies report that President Atifete Jahjaga and Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi had working lunch yesterday in Pristina. A press release issued by the Office of the Prime Minister noted that the two leaders mainly talked about political developments. 

“The meeting focused on the current political developments in the country, the process of new recognitions for the state of Kosovo and other aspects of development and integration policies,” read the press release. “Prime Minister Thaçi expressed the highest consideration for President Jahjaga’s engagement with special emphasis on her role to bring new recognitions for the state of Kosovo.”

Andorra recognizes Republic of Kosovo (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re reports on the front page that the Principality of Andorra has recognized the independence and sovereignty of the Republic of Kosovo. The Kosovo Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed that the official confirmation was sent to the Embassy of Kosovo in Brussels.
The government keeps secret the platform of talks (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that government authorities did not give any indication on Wednesday that they will inform the Office of the President or the Government about the content of platform for dialogue with Serbia. 
Following the government meeting, Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi did not even speak about the address of the platform or whether there is readiness to present the platform to the President and members of Parliament. Kuçi said questions concerning details in the matter should be addressed to his colleague, chief negotiator Edita Tahiri.

After confirming that there is a platform for talks and that competent bodies have it in possession, Kuçi said Tahiri should be asked when the platform will be sent to the President and the Parliament. 

The paper claims to have tried to contact Tahiri on the telephone but she did not return any of the calls.
Bogdanovic: Territories are not divided without war (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e Re quotes Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic as saying that by agreeing to Kosovo’s partition a clear message would be sent that there is nothing from returns and that exchange of territories cannot be done without war. Bogdanovic further argued that every option for solving the problem, including partition, has its advantages and disadvantages. “The danger coming from Kosovo’s partition is that 70.000 Serbs living north of the River Iber comes from the division of Kosovo is that 70 thousand Serbs who are living south of Iber River could remain in violence and face increased ethnic cleansing,” Bogdanovic told Serbian media. 

Çeku wants KSF to be like NATO (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that KSF Minister Agim Çeku used the fact that KFOR is conducting tasks in support of civilian institutions as an argument to justify before MPs the content of a draft memorandum which envisages a policing role for the Kosovo Security Force. MP Anton Çuni reminded Minister Çeku that KFOR is a peacekeeping mission, but the armies of countries which are in the framework of these troops do not conduct the same tasks in their countries. Other members of the respective parliamentary committee also did not agree about the content of the draft memorandum which was published by Koha Ditore last week.

Pristina fails to conduct census in the north (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that the Government of Kosovo will definitively not have official information about the number of residents living in the northern part of Mitrovica, or the number of households and houses there, because the executive and the European Commission have failed to convince the Serb community in the north to agree to census.

A senior government official, who preferred to remain anonymous, told the paper on Wednesday that it is impossible to conduct census in the north. “There won’t be a census in the north. Together with internationals we tried to find an alternative for convincing Serbs in that area to agree to census but nothing was achieved,” said the official.0020The same official added that in the next couple of days the Government is expected to come out with a public statement on the inability to conduct census in northern Mitrovica.

The lobbying strategy without a cost (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that from now on, Deputy Prime Minister Behgjet Pacolli will have a guiding document for lobbying for more recognitions for Kosovo’s independence. However, Pacolli read the document, which will coordinate his activities with the Foreign Minister, the President, the Prime Minister and other Ministers, only on Wednesday when Koha Ditore published the Strategy for securing more recognitions of the Republic of Kosovo. The strategy drafted by experts has been handed over to government ministers only two hours before the voting process, and no more informed were President Jahjaga and Pacolli. 
The document aims only to coordinate the lobbying and according to Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi it will not have a cost. “The strategy aims to coordinate the energies and not necessarily to have a financial cost. The strategy has been drafted by experts in consultation with all institutions,” said Kuçi after the strategy was approved at the government meeting. 

Five injured in explosion at Ferronikel (dailies)

Several dailies that five workers of the enterprise “Ferronikel” in Gllogoc were injured late on Tuesday by an explosion in one of the ovens. Police officials and representatives of the enterprise said the workers suffered light bodily injuries. Residents of houses near Ferronikel were evacuated by police as part of security measures. 
Residents are accusing municipal leaders and the managers of the enterprise for failing to talk about the risk stemming from eventual breakdowns inside the enterprise. Police have launched investigations into the matter, whereas Gllogoc mayor and the Work Inspectorate have accused the enterprise management for lack of responsibility.
Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· PTK chiefs accused for damaging and abuse of the company

· Government keeps secret the platform of the discussions

· EU wants countries of the region to pursue the example of Croatia

· Work for Limak, paid by the Government

· Netherlands blocks Serbia on its road towards EU

Other headlines

· Five injured at the unimproved Feronikel (2)

· Çeku wants KSF to be like KFOR (3)

· Strategy of lobbying without costs (2)

· Pristina fails to commence registration in the north (5)

· Pacolli becomes also leader of Agency for promotion of investments (6)

· Vetëvendosje wants inclusion of citizens in the process of election reform (7)

· European Commission extinguishes Government expectations for millions (8)

· PM calls on locals to cooperate with international entrepreneurs (9)

· Kelmendi: Serbian crime is not being punished (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Special Police waits on Bajram

· EULEX “trouts”

· Strategy for recognitions approved

Other headlines

· Jahjaga respects Albanian-Americans (2)

· Thaçi expresses condolences to Obama (2)

· Netherlands stops Serbia (2)

· KSF “misunderstood” (4)

· Crisis delays recognitions (4)

· Thaçi and Jahjaga coordinate (4)

· Accusations for Haxha &Co (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Strategy is not enough

· NATO blocks KSF memorandum

· Special Prosecution, indictment for Huruglica and Rafuna

· American President for Kosovo 

Other headlines

· Andorra recognizes Kosovo (2)

· Vetëvendosje criticizes election reform (2)

· 300 pages for lobbying (3)

· Thaçi and Jahjaga coordinate during lunch (3)

· Hoxhaj visits Germany (3)

· Serbian Minister warns on war for exchange of territories (4)

· France welcomes eventual agreement between Kosovo and Serbia (4)

· Kosovo will not profit 100 million from the CE this year (5)

· PTK chiefs and Devolli Group accused for Dardafon (7)

· When police is corrupted with five euros (8)

· Witness A does not cooperate with EULEX (9)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Opposition considers the strategy for lobbying, vain 

· Andorra Princedom recognizes Kosovo

· Kosovo’s most successful manager accused

· Students write 18 thousand letters to Hague, for Haradinaj

Other headlines

· Gordon visits Balkans countries (2)

· Kosovo, a condition for Serbia’s membership at EU (2)

· Bogdanovic: Territories cannot be divided without war (2)

· Minister Hoxhaj in an official visit in Germany (2)

· Çeku: Memorandum strengthens KSF (3)

· First and general secretaries nominated (4)

· Government aims to increase number of recognitions (5)

· Vetëvendosje requests public debate on election reform (6)

· 100 companies to participate (9)

Express

Front page

· Charge 

· Pacolli’s track description

Other headlines

· LDK supports constitutional changes  (4)

· French support (5)

· Vetëvendosje requests discussion (6)

· They explain draft memorandum (6)

· Anti smuggling unit (7)

· Brakedown in Ferronikel (10)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Support with letters and words for Ramush, not even a cent for his defence

· Pacolli leads the dance, minister Hoxhaj reads the government strategy

· Vetëvendosje and LDK are requesting serious reforms of election law

Other headlines

· Hajredin Kuçi: It will not be discussed about division  (2)

· They have lunch together President Jahjaga and prime Minister Thaçi (4)

· Ministers çeku and Rexhepi questioned from deputies of the assembly (6)

· Serbia will not enter into the EU without recognition of Kosovo (6)

· Kosova e Re to be realized with World Bank (7)

· Shyqeri Haxha with friends before the justice, misused millions of euros (10)

· Kurti: Mitrovica, also national problem (11)
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