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· LDK wins in Pristina, PDK wins in Kosovo (Dailies)

· Kosovars blame Belgrade for the brawl in Gorazdevac (dailies)

· Thaçi’s formula (Express)

· U.S. is guilty (Express)

· Dragash-Belgrade bus attacked for extortion, police suspect (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

LDK wins in Pristina, PDK wins in Kosovo (Dailies)
Papers report that LDK has announced victory in six municipalities in the runoff for mayors, PDK has won in fourteen while AAK won three mayoral posts.

LDK won the race for Pristina mayor where its candidate Isa Mustafa is shown ahead of PDK rival Fatmir Limaj with 58.75% of the vote.

Koha Ditore reports that while Limaj in the late hours of Saturday was announcing his defeat for the Pristina mayor’s post, a crowd of supporters shouted “Limaj for President” and “Not with LDK” referring to a possible coalition between PDK and LDK.. 

According to Central Election Commission the second round of voting went as planned and no incidents that could impair the process were recorded. 
Kosovars blame Belgrade for the brawl in Gorazdevac (dailies)
Koha Ditore reported that Kosovo security institutions warned on Saturday that incidents like the one in Gorazdevac near Peja could happen in the following days when the decision on Kosovo’s final status is expected. Same as UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker, Kosovo Interior Minister Blerim Kuçi said the attack by Serb residents in Gorazdevac was incited by Belgrade. At the same time, political analyst Ilir Dugolli told the paper that the incident in Gorazdevac shows that it will be difficult for KFOR to deal with provocations from the Serb side, “not because it lacks potential, but because it doesn’t want to leave the impression that it is against Serbs”. Dugolli added that “the governments of some states that comprise KFOR still have a guilty conscience for the 1999 attacks against Serbia and this feeling is being exploited quite well by Serbs and they will continue to test the readiness of the international presence in Kosovo.”

Thaçi’s formula (Express)

A senior unnamed PDK official told the paper that he has seen the diagram of PDK leader Hashim Thaçi for the future government of Kosovo. The diagram, which has been sent to several diplomatic offices in Pristina, envisages a government with 16 ministries and three deputy prime ministers. “A larger number of ministries and posts of deputy prime ministers will allow Thaçi to be more generous in offering posts to coalition partners,” added the senior PDK official.

The same official added that the posts of deputy prime ministers will be allocated as follows: one will go to the coalition partner from the Serb political parties, one will go to the big partner of the coalition and one will be reserved for a PDK member.
U.S. is guilty (Express)

Russia’s Foreign Minster Sergey Lavrov accused U.S. for being a main obstacle for finding a negotiated solution for the Kosovo’s final status, the paper reads. 

“Unfortunately, fixed position of some of the western countries regarding the issue of Kosovo’s independence, before all Washington, and the lack of alternative for the independence, is the main obstacle for not continuing to find a negotiated  solution”, paper quoted Lavrov as saying.

According to Lavrov, Russia for the session of the 19 of December has prepared a proposal for the continuation of the talks, and that was distributed to the UN Security Council member states, paper says. 

“We know that the option of unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence is under the review by some capitals of the westerns countries, but that act will lead towards destabilization of the situation in the region”, Lavrov said.   

Dragash-Belgrade bus attacked for extortion, police suspect (Koha Ditore)
The two recent incidents against the “Adio Tours” bus which travels from Dragash to Belgrade are believed to be driven by an extortion motive aimed at the owner of the agency, the paper writes quoting sources from the police.

Unnamed police sources said the bus attacks were not believed to be ethnically motivated. 
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Churkin: Russia will ask for a continuation of negotiations in the Security Council (Blic)

· Lavrov: US position main obstacle for a compromise solution (Vecernje Novosti)

· EU should take over responsibility (Glas Javnosti)

· Kostunica: Serbia for continuation of negotiations for reaching a democratic solution (Vecernje Novosti)

· Sutanovac: NATO should maintain peace (Politika)

· Second round of elections in Kosovo without incidents (Vecernje Novosti)

· Serb cemetery desecrated in Kosovo village (B92/Tanjug)

· Russian Patriarch on Kosovo (Vecernje Novosti)

· Vejvoda: Kosovo is already divided (Blic)

Churkin: Russia will ask for a continuation of negotiations in the Security Council (Blic)

The Russian Ambassador in the UN Vitalii Churkin underlined that Belgrade has shown great political courage and has started from the position that, if applied, would enable the people of Kosovo to manage their lives without Belgrade’s interference. Churkin said that Belgrade’s position states that it just wants competence in the area of foreign policy, the protection of Serbia’s borders and preservation of cultural values. Belgrade is ready to have Kosovo participate in international financial institutions, have its own flag and anthem and team at sport competitions. Belgrade is ready from a developmental point of view to offer a solution based on international law that would preserve international law and stability in the region, said Churkin. 

Lavrov: US position main obstacle for a compromise solution (Vecernje Novosti)

The position of some western countries, above all the US, that independence of Kosovo does not have an alternative, represents the biggest obstacle for finding a compromise solution for the future status of the southern Serbian province, said Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. “Kosovo Albanians remained firm that they were ready to consider elements of independence. Unfortunately, the focus of some western countries, above all the US, which they constantly mention, on independence of Kosovo and that it does not have an alternative, of course, is the main obstacle in finding a consensual solution,” said Lavrov. Lavrov at the same time expressed hope that the SC would make the appropriate conclusions from the report of the Troika. 

EU should take over responsibility (Glas Javnosti)

France, the UK, Germany, and Italy have sent a letter to their EU partners, calling upon them to take responsibility and end the negotiating process on the future status of Kosovo. According to FP, which as stated, had access to the letter, the EU members are asked to be ready to send a considerable police force to the province. FP reminds that these countries have already shown readiness to recognize independence of Kosovo, but that at the same time at least four EU states were very restrained concerning this issue, including Spain, Greece, Slovakia and Cyprus. The letter states, however, that independence of Kosovo would clearly cause difficulties for Serbia that has always opposed this. This is why the countries have called for support to Serbia for joining the EU as soon as possible.

Kostunica: Serbia for continuation of negotiations for reaching a democratic solution (Vecernje Novosti)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica pointed out that the proposal for continuing negotiations on the status of Kosovo should not be rejected and expressed Serbia’s readiness to begin new negotiations in any town in the province, and then in Belgrade. Serbia wants to negotiate and it is necessary to find a political and democratic solution for the province through new talks, said Kostunica. He reminded that in Europe for every immensely smaller problem than Kosovo, a solution is sought through negotiations and it is inconceivable that someone does not want to negotiate and chooses unilateral solutions. Russia’s initiative as a permanent SC member for the negotiations to continue is a proposal in the spirit of the basic mission of the UN to find solutions through negotiations in accordance with law and the UN Charter. It is of greatest importance that the SC supports the proposal of Russia and Serbia and gives full support to this constructive initiative of Russia which should help avoid a crisis, stressed Kostunica. For its part, Serbia gives its contribution to this proposal by expressing readiness to begin new negotiations in any town in the province and then the following round in Belgrade, said the Serbian PM. Serbia asks that negotiations be not rejected as the only way of finding a solution and avoiding an immeasurable and long crisis, said Kostunica. 

Sutanovac: NATO should maintain peace (Politika)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac called upon NATO defense ministers to prevent any attempt to destabilize Kosovo. In a letter to NATO defense ministers sent before the meeting in Brussels, Sutanovac underlined that Serbia fully relies on promises of NATO officials that KFOR would decisively respond to anything that would endanger stability and would protect all people in Kosovo. He stressed that Serbia and its security forces would do everything in its power, including applying the strongest measures for preserving peace and stability in the south of central Serbia, in case the crisis escalates. He told NATO ministers that the successful resolving of the issue of Kosovo was most important for security and lasting peace in the region, which is a key condition for a prosperous future. Sutanovac underlined that Serbia at the moment of great uncertainty in the process of finding a consensual solution for the future status of Kosovo, remains firmly committed to preserving peace and stability in the region, and that it lawfully defends its sovereignty and territorial integrity. He said that the Serbian Army would continue to cooperate with KFOR, as the only force in charge of security in Kosovo. 

Second round of elections in Kosovo without incidents (Vecernje Novosti)

The second round of elections for presidents of 23 municipalities in Kosovo, passed in the first three hours without incidents and irregularities, as announced by the coalition of non-governmental organizations ‘Democracy At Work – Elections 2007’, which monitors the voting. KPS announced that the voting was regular and that there were no reports of incidents. KPS had regular meetings with representatives of the Central Election Commission and helped deliver voting material to polling stations, announced police representatives. About seven thousand KPS members are guaranteeing a peaceful environment for the elections. About 1.5 million citizens have the right to vote. This round of elections is not being held in the three northern municipalities of Kosovo: Leposavic, Zubin Potok and Zvecan, for which UNMIK head Joachim Ruecker has not confirmed the results of the 17 November elections due to the symbolic voter turnout. Ruecker decided this week to extend the mandate of representatives of the local government in these municipalities for six months. This is the first time that municipal representatives are being directly chosen in Kosovo and according to legal regulations they will have broader competencies. 

Serb cemetery desecrated in Kosovo village (B92/Tanjug)

Unidentified perpetrators have desecrated a Serb cemetery in the village of Gornji Livoc near Gnjilane. Tanjug quoted a RTS report that at least seven headstones were damaged. The desecration of Serb cemeteries in the province has been an ongoing phenomenon. KPS carried out the crime scene investigation, but nothing was said about who the perpetrators may be. In another incident directed against the Kosovo Serbs, a group of Kosovo Albanians stoned the vehicle belonging to Slavisa Stankovic, near the village of Dobricane on the Bujanovac-Gnjilane road. No one was injured in the incident. 

Russian Patriarch on Kosovo (Vecernje Novosti)

Everybody highly appreciates your love towards the Serbian nation, as well as the concern by the Russians: how do you explain that Western Christians, i.e. Catholics, have no desire to protect the ancient Orthodox sanctities in Kosovo. The temples have burned down and were desecrated when the Western peacekeepers arrived in Kosovo.

“The problem of Kosovo to this date remains the wound that is creating pain to the Serbian nation. Suffering of Serbs is continuing in that province. Many monasteries have been desecrated and destroyed. Even the presence of Western peacekeepers, many of which are Christians, didn’t help stop the desecration of sanctities. The position of the peacekeepers can be explained with the modern awareness of Western Christians who lost the comprehension as to what sanctities actually mean. Being on the Kosovo holy land they present themselves as an instrument of someone’s political will, and not representatives of the church they belong to. Still, it is very important for us to appeal to the Christian consciousness of Western people. One should also say that many Christian communities in the West have already condemned the destruction of Orthodox temples and monasteries in Kosovo.”

Vejvoda: Kosovo is already divided (Blic)

“In case of unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, it is clear that Serbs from the north will not agree to be part of such state. Division of Kosovo is already the real situation on the ground, and this is how things have been since 10 June 1999. All negotiators deal precisely with that fact that north of the Ibar River is inhabited mostly by Serbs who are connected to Serbia, i.e. with the real situation on the ground,” the Executive Director of the Balkan Fund for Democracy and an advisor of Zoran Djindjic for foreign policy and European integrations’ issues Ivan Vejvoda told Novosti.

“A legal definition should be found for this situation that exists de facto on the ground, and in a way for it to receive a de juro form. That is why a solution should be found that will not change anything for the people in their daily lives. The real situation must be formalized in a soft and less soft way. In any case, I believe that division will last long and will begin functioning as a solution. Therefore, a formalization of the current situation is necessary. It is difficult to say how will this be called and what will be the modus. I think this process will continue in the UN.”

What are the good and what are the bad sides of division of Kosovo?

“One should say that division as a solution has always been on the table. Let us not forget that Ambassador Wolfgang Ischinger, and in certain moments the American and Russian representatives in the Troika, have mentioned that. I will remind you that Zoran Djindjic in his initiative from January 2003 suggested division as the possible solution because he was sober and wise and saw that division existed de facto on the ground. It is another question whether this is good or not.”

Disclaimer
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