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· End of the month brings first Kosovo-Serbia agreement (dailies)

· Belgrade to be consulted over the north (Express)

· EU creates Task Force about Marty’s accusations (Koha Ditore)

· EU impedes Tadic on division (Zëri) 

· MPs don’t want authority to be asserted in the north (dailies)

· Britain against division (Express) 

· Çitaku expects the guide for visa liberalization in June (Koha Ditore)

· Retrial of Ramush Haradinaj starts on 17 August (dailies)

· EULEX Police Officer hits with his vehicle a Kosovo Police officer (Zëri) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

End of the month brings first Kosovo-Serbia agreement (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that heads of Kosovo and Serbia delegations, Edita Tahiri and Borko Stefanovic, will be sitting opposite one another at the end of this month. For the first time since the start of the Pristina-Belgrade dialogue, facilitated by Robert Cooper, the parties are expected to agree on at least two issues: those of civil registry and freedom of movement. 
On the first issue, the compromise was made by Kosovo and the on the other, a slight compromise will be made by Serbia. Kosovo has accepted to take the copies of its civil registry which Serbia had taken during its withdrawal from Kosovo in 1999, while Serbia, according to diplomatic sources, will agree that Kosovars can enter Serbia with their state documents but the stamps of the northern neighbor will not be put on them because, according to the Serb negotiating team, such thing would be interpreted as recognition of the Republic of Kosovo. 
The newspaper also reports that there could be agreement also for telecommunication and electricity. There will not be a signed agreement, there will only be a statement of the facilitator Cooper that the agreement has been achieved. The meeting is to be held at the end of the month. 
Express under headline Withdraws from agreements, writes that the dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia has taken a hit from the Serb side. With the request of Borko Stefanovic the fifth round of talks has been postponed, reports the paper. Edita Tahiri told Express that Belgrade has withdrawn from elements of six agreements for which the parties agreed in Brussels. She called this move as not serious and part of old politics of Serbia.

Belgrade to be consulted over the north (Express)

Head of the Consultative Council for Communities Petar Miletic said Belgrade should also have its say with regards to the integration of the residents in the northern part of Kosovo. Miletic made the comments after meeting Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga.

“I think that when the north of Kosovo is concerned and the integration of people in the Kosovar system, there can be no solution found without participation of four key factors that function in Kosovo and these are: Government in Pristina, Government in Belgrade, international community and local population living in the north – regardless whether it is Serb or Albanian,” said Miletic.

EU creates Task Force about Marty’s accusations (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and other former KLA members accused in the report of Dick Marty will be investigated from European Union. The 27 EU member states have decided to be set up a special Task Force based in Brussels which will deal with the investigation of the accusations of the Swiss Senator Dick Marty made in his report for the Council of Europe. 
The creation of the Task Force has been confirmed to Koha Ditore by diplomatic sources as well as the Spokeswoman of EU High Representative for Foreign Policy Catherine Ashton, Maja Kocijancic. According to her, this decision shows the serious treatment European Union is dedicating to Marty’s accusations and the need to fight organized crime in western Balkans. “There is an international dimension which is requested about this investigation. Since the beginning we have said that we are considering the raised suspicions seriously and that we will do everything possible in order to clarify them. You know that all the countries of western Balkans are obliged to fight organized crime. This is a proof that we are taking this seriously,” said Kocijancic.

EU impedes Tadic on division (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the international sources in Pristina said that the European Union is impeding Belgrade to launch officially the request for division of Kosovo. According to them, Serbian President Boris Tadic, has encouraged and later welcomed the option launched by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Internal Affairs, Ivica Dacic, on division of Kosovo, and wanted to make open positioning for this option but senior officials in Brussels suggested to him to remain quiet. 
However, Tadic did not remain quiet and he sent his messages in a different manner announcing for Serbian media that ideas for division of Kosovo are not new and that they have been in circulation for a long time. According to the same sources, Tadic did not take seriously the eventual agreements expected to be signed soon, insisting to open political issues, especially regarding the north of Kosovo where his option is to divide this part from Kosovo and unite it with Serbia. These positions and messages are also on the table of Baroness Catherine Ashton, claimed these sources. 

MPs don’t want authority to be asserted in the north (dailies)

Kosovo Democratic Institute, KDI, published in a report the names of the Kosovo MPs who voted against establishing of authority in the north. According to the report, six members of the Kosovo Assembly voted against the move during a session on 5 May when the parliamentarians discussed talks between Kosovo and Serbia. 

Driton Selmanaj from KDI said it is surprising that among the MPs that voted against are Xhavit Haliti from PDK, Ahmet Isufi from AAK and Agim Kuleta from Vetëvendosje. “This is shown clearly from the electronic voting which makes it possible to know how the MPs vote,” said Selmanaj.

However, the abovementioned members of the Assembly say they did not vote against and blame the administration for presenting inaccurate information. 

Britain against division (Express) 

Express reports that for Great Britain, the idea for division of Kosovo is unacceptable. This message has been transmitted on Thursday in Tirana by the State Secretary for relations with Europe and NATO, David Lidington. “We fully reject some theses that are circulating at certain circles in connection with territorial exchange or the division of Kosovo,” said Lidington.
Çitaku expects the guide for visa liberalization in June (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Minister of European Integrations Vlora Çitaku has underlined in Lipjan that she expects Kosovo will receive the guidelines for visa liberalization in July.

Retrial of Ramush Haradinaj starts on 17 August (dailies)

Papers report that the war crimes Tribunal in The Hague has announced that the retrial of former Kosovo Prime Minister and former KLA commander, Ramush Haradinaj, will start on 17 August. ICTY Judge Maloto has announced the presentation of the introductory speeches will take place on 18 and 19 August. Court could not foresee how long the judicial process will last. 

EULEX Police officer hits with his vehicle a Kosovo Police officer (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that even though it was not reported, the two days ago scandal of the EULEX police officer who insulted and hit with his vehicle a Kosovo police officer at Azem Jashanica street, could not be kept a secret. According to news agency Ekonomisti, the conflict grew to such an extent that the attacked police officer, Valbona Zahidi, was obliged to pull out her gun and warn her EULEX colleague that she could shoot him. 
Kosovo Police officer was in duty securing the Rumanian office when the EULEX police officer from Hungary tried to park his vehicle by the building. She warned him that it is forbidden to park there but not only did he not listen to her but started to insult her and upset with her insistence, he hit her with the vehicle, reports this daily.  

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· EU creates Task Force for Marty’s accusations

· Kosovo receives 76th recognition from Andorra

· Heads of Customs accused of damages worth millions

· Haradinaj’s retrial starts on August 17th
· End of month brings first agreements between Kosovo and Serbia

Other headlines

· Shyqyri Haxha knew he was signing a damaging contract (2)

· Çitaku expects visa liberalization roadmap in July (4)

· Jahjaga advises community reps to stay close to citizens (5)

· Palestinian Ambassador: Serbia never invaded Kosovo (5)

· 14 MPs against extending control in the north (7)

Zëri

Front page

· EU impedes Tadic for partition

· Haradinaj’s retrial on August 17th
· EULEX rolls up its sleeves

· Gashi: Our failure

· Haxha accuses Gjonbalaj

Other headlines

· Germany supports Kosovo (2)

· EU sets up team for investigation into organs trafficking (2)

· MH signs agreement with five private hospitals (4)

· Pessimism over lobbying strategy (5)

· MPs don’t want the north (5)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Special investigator for Marty’s accusations

· Editorial: Indictments

· Agreement with Serbia on customs postponed

· Haradinaj’s retrial starts on August 17th
Other headlines

· 17 MPs against sovereignty in the north (2)

· 12 challenges for Law on Elections (3)

· Ready to report to the Assembly (3)

· Pravda: Feith called for elections in the north in January (4)

· Mustafa from Drenica threatens his political rivals (4)

· Germany supports Kosovo in lobbying process (4)

· Reveal names of corrupt officials (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Contradictory indictment

· Haradinaj’s retrial on August 17th
· MPs voted against sovereignty in the north

· Dedaj sends letter to EU about situation in Kosovo

Other headlines

· Germany continues to support Kosovo (2)

· Geneva ready to support education in Kosovo (2)

· Stefanovic: Property heritage, obstacle in dialogue (2)

· Jahjaga claims merit for recognition by Andorra (3)

· Talks between Kosovo and Serbia postponed (3)

Express

Front page

· Stefanovic sabotages dialogue 

· Silent over the indictments

· Andorra, a merit of friends

· Increased number of strikers

· Haradinaj’s retrial on August 18th
Other headlines

· Judah: Macedonia, elections and nothing new (2)

· Britain against partition (4)

· Mustafa calls for LDK’s growth in Skenderaj (5)

· Belgrade too is asked about the north (5)

· Krasniqi criticizes the government (6)

· EU to investigate organs trafficking (7)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Xhavit Haliti and Ahmet Isufi vote against deployment of sovereignty in north 

· The number of the KLA strikers raised

Other headlines

· Germany supports integrations processes of Kosovo (3)

· Haraqija, Kryeziu and Stublla are waiting for PM Thaçi’s decision (4)

· Memorandum cannot be signed without the “consent” of KFOR (5)

· MFA: The recognition of Kosovo, unstoppable (7)

· Ministry of finances explains the use of the fund for political subjects (9)

· Postponed talks Kosovo - Serbia, nothing from the agreement (11)
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