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Main Stories                    10 December 2007
__________________________________________________
· Unity Team calls for immediate status clarity (Dailies)

· EU confirms it does not see space for more talks (Koha Ditore)

· Ban Ki-moon yesterday handed over the Troika report on Kosovo to UNSC (Epoka)

· Wisner: Negotiated solution for Kosovo was impossible (Zëri)

· Solana: Future of Kosovo is in the EU (Zëri)

· Lavrov: Unilateral steps by Pristina can cause tensions in the region (Dailies)

· Jackson: Situation in Kosovo threatens to escalate (Express, Epoka e Re)

· Rücker encourages a broad coalition in Kosovo (Zëri, Express)

· PDK – 16 mayors, LDK – 7, AAK – 3 (Dailies)

· PDK begins talks for the coalition on the central level (Koha Ditore)

· Tsar Lazar Guard distributes pamphlets of war in Kosovo (Express)

· Grbic Petrol (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Unity Team calls for immediate status clarity (Dailies)

Kosovo Unity Team has issued a statement upon the end of the 120-day period of additional talks between Pristina and Belgrade calling on the international community for a clarification of the status. “After eight years of uncertainty, people of Kosovo are in urgent need for clarity on their future,” the statement reads.

The statement further says that the proposal presented by UN Envoy Martti Ahtisaari is a solid basis for protection of minorities in Kosovo and for leading Kosovo toward a brighter Euro-Atlantic future. 

Members of the Unity Team have expressed their commitment to implementing Ahtisaari’s plan despite the failure of additional talks.

EU confirms it does not see space for more talks (Koha Ditore)

Ahead of the EU foreign ministers meeting in Brussels, the paper writes that main EU countries have admitted that there is no more room to try and reach a compromise solution for Kosovo status.

According to the paper, today’s meeting will not focus so much on independence of Kosovo but more on the role of the EU in Kosovo. EU Envoy Wolfgang Ischinger is also expected to address the foreign ministers today. 
Ban Ki-moon yesterday handed over the Troika report on Kosovo to UNSC (Epoka)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon yesterday evening handed over the Troika’s report on Kosovo to the UN Security Council, who will meet on the 19 of December aiming to discuss this document, Epoka e Re reports. 

Ban expressed his concern over the fact that there is no progress in the process of Kosovo final status talks. 

The report says that after 120 days of intensive negotiations parties were not able to reach any agreement on Kosovo’s final status, and this is to regret since the solution through negotiations is on the best interest of both parties, the paper reads.   
Wisner: Negotiated solution for Kosovo was impossible (Zëri)

In an interview for Voice of America, U.S. envoy in the Troika, Frank Wisner, said that every alternative was looked at during the 120-day period but that the sides failed to reach an agreement. He said the next steps after failure of talks are discussions at the UN Security Council during which countries will reflect on the issue. He also said that Martti Ahtisaari’s plan was never off the table during talks. 

He said that basically the Troika report notes the impossibility to find common ground between Pristina and Belgrade even though “we left no stone unturned”. “There is no agreement between the sides so I can personally reach the only conclusion that there remains nothing to be done with regards to a solution through negotiations,” Wisner said.
Solana: Future of Kosovo is in the EU (Zëri)

Zëri carries an article citing German daily newspaper Die Welt quoting EU High Representative Javier Solana who said that he doesn’t think that there will be any violation breakdown in Kosovo after 10 December, adding that he expects that Kosovo Albanians and Serbs will act rational and that the Balkan’s stability will not be put in question. 

Asked why Kosovo is important for the Europeans, Solana said that the Kosovo final status is one of the most important priorities for the EU, due to the fact that the Balkan is surrounded by EU countries, which is the reason why Kosovo is considered to be an EU problem which requires to be resolved, the paper cite “Die Welt” quoting Solana. 

Lavrov: Unilateral steps by Pristina can cause tensions in the region (Dailies)

Dailies quote Russia’s Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov accusing west for encouraging Kosovo Albanians to unilaterally announce independence of Kosovo, adding that such act might cause enmity and it will also destroy global stability. 

“We have to stress unforeseen negative consequences of self-declaration of the Kosovo’s independence while discussing the final report of Troika at the UNSC”, said Lavrov. According to him, the issue of Kosovo is not unique, and a unilateral decision might have negative consequences. Lavrov’s statement was also posted on the official site of Russia’s Foreign Ministry. 

Jackson: Situation in Kosovo threatens to escalate (Express, Epoka e Re)

Former KFOR commander, British General Sir Mike Jackson said that the current situation in Kosovo is dangerous and threatens to spill over into violence. “It is clear that Kosovo Albanians expect independence which Belgrade refuses and consequently the volatility of the situation should not be underestimated,” Jackson said for the UK paper Daily Telegraph.
Rücker encourages a broad coalition in Kosovo (Zëri, Express)

UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker is quoted as saying that the international administration in Kosovo encourages the creation of a broad-based coalition in Kosovo in order for it to be more stable and comprehensive. “I think it is important to have many segments of the society represented in this government,” Rücker said stressing that it will be up to parties to decide on the issue. 

PDK – 16 mayors, LDK – 7, AAK – 3 (Dailies)

Papers report on the preliminary results of mayoral runoff in 23 Kosovo municipalities where PDK is on the lead, winning the majority of mayors’ posts in Kosovo. According to preliminary results, PDK won 14 mayoral posts in the second round of elections. 

However, the post of the Pristina mayor is most likely to go to LDK candidate Isa Mustafa who is reported to have won 58.8% of the vote as opposed to his rival, PDK’s Fatmir Limaj who has gained 41.2% of the vote. 

Central Election Commission (CEC) and OSCE said yesterday that the runoff voting was held in a peaceful way while they estimated that the turnout was 31 per cent.

PDK begins talks for the coalition on the central level (Koha Ditore)

PDK senior representatives will start from today to meet with the leaders of Kosovo political parties aiming creation of the coalition on the central level. The first meeting is supposed to be held with the minority parties, and during the week PDK representatives will continue meeting with other parties, the paper quotes PDK Spokeswoman, Vlora Çitaku. 

Çitaku also said that PDK believes that they will soon constitute the parliament, adding that this process does not all depend on PDK, since the certification of the candidates for the Assembly deputies might also take some time. 

Tsar Lazar Guard distributes pamphlets of war in Kosovo (Express)

Express reports on the front page that there is a pamphlet circulating in northern Kosovo and signed by the leader of the Tsar Lazar Guard, warning that they will oust the government in Belgrade and will go to war if Serbia does not protect Kosovo. The Guard also warns to intervene if Kosovo declares unilateral independence. 

“We will intervene in the event of the unilateral declaration of independence and Kosovo’s secession from Serbia by Albanian terrorists and their assistants from NATO, because we don’t fear a primitive Albanian clan,” said Haxhi Andrej Milic, leader of the Guard.

Grbic Petrol (Express)

In one of the front-page stories, Express reports that within a month the Ministry for Returns led by Branislav Grbic has spent oil products at the amount of €100.000. The paper notes that this Ministry does not intend to give up on the passion of violating the Budget of Kosovo. The paper publishes a series of documents proving the misuses by Minister Grbic. Express also notes that compared to Grbic, the previous Returns Minister Slavisa Petkovic could be considered an unyielding fighter of corruption and abuses. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· EU confirms it doesn’t see any more space for additional negotiations

· PDK launches talks with parties for coalitions in the central level

· Kosovars want immediate clarity on status

· Kosovar do not want any more talks on status

· Ponos: The army has taken no orders for Kosovo
Other headlines
· Plus of the week: Thank you President (2)
· Minus of the week: Kosovo = Corruption (2)
· Lavrov: Pristina’s unilateral steps can encourage tensions in the region (3)

· PDK is officially the winner in 17 municipalities (4)
· I want a big feast for Kosovo, prays Walker (4)

· Calmness before 10 December (5)

· Samardzic: Unilateral steps lead to conflicts (6)

· Waiting time has passed – Serbia cannot wait anymore (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· January orFebruary, the months of Kosovo’s independence?
· Editorial: Programmed provocations

· PDK with mayors in 16 municipalities, LDK in 7, and AAK in 3

· Will Pristina and Belgrade take part in the 19 December Security Council session?

· Unity Team: Kosovo has an urgent need for the clarity of its future

· Joachim Rücker encourages a wide coalition in Kosovo

· Troika’s report proves the failure of parties for agreement

· Jackson: Situation in Kosovo is in a mess

· Incident in Gorazdec – a local conflict of premeditated attack?
Other headlines

· These days to be decided when presidential elections will be held in Serbia (3)
· EU Foreign Ministers to discuss Kosovo status (3)

· Kosovo’s independence, Slovenia’s first test as EU head (4)

· Serbia wants negotiations for Kosovo to be held across Kosovo (4)

· Lavrov: Events in Kosovo will be reflected in Macedonia and Bosnia (4)

· Moscow says USA is hindering the compromise on Kosovo (4)

· “Democracy in Action” NGO says elections had some irregularities (6)

· Students to start their march for independence today (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page   
· It’s over

· The reformer

· Editorial: The last day

· PDK 17 municipalities, LDK 6, AAK 3

· Coalition reveals run-off voting flaws
 

Other headlines

· Russian paranoia, while Kosovo is getting ready for independence (3)
· 'Çohu’ performs in front of the government (4)

· UDI, fatal only for Russia (6)

· The end of the monopoly (7)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· PDK beat LDK

· Today, the end of 120-day negotiations on Kosovo

· Fischer: EU will support Kosovo’s unilateral independence

· The second letter for Kosovo Prime Minister, Mr. Agim Çeku

· March for independence

· Elections with low turn out
Other headlines

· EU Ministers to make a decision on Kosovo’s future status today (2)
· Germany still undetermined for the recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Ban Ki-moon submitted Troika’s report on Kosovo to the UN Security Council yesterday (2)

· Jackson: situation in Kosovo is dangerous, it can explode (2)

· Solana: I do not foresee violence in Kosovo after 10 December (3)

· Lavrov: The West is encouraging Albanians to declare independence (3)

· 'Çohu’ places a doll tired of poverty in front of the government (6)
Express

Front page

· A broad government

· Tsar Lazar Guard distributes pamphlets of war in Kosovo

· Grbic petrol
· PDK celebrates again

Other headlines

· Editorial: Division of influential zones: LDK is shrinking, PDK is enlarging (2)
· The big waiting (3)

· Situation in Kosovo threatens to burst out (6)

· The army, in state of readiness (6)

· He does not expect violence (6)

· Ischinger reports to EU (7)

· [Kostunica] Proposes new negotiations (7)
Lajm
Front page
· Not with LDK

· Loss came from mismanagement

· Government is surprised, citizens are not

· For Ahtisaari’s plan, against violence
Other headlines

· Dom Lush Gjergji, President of Kosovo (2)
· Pressure for unilateral declaration and recognition (2)

· EU for status solution (3)

· Thaçi promises Serbs a better future in Kosovo (3)

· Albania congratulates Kosovo for democratic elections (5)

· Moore: Serbia has learned nothing since 1999 (5)
Bota Sot
Front page
· 2007 election process concluded successfully

· Kosovo people have an urgent need for the clarity of its future

· Report to be distributed to Security Council member states on 10 December

· Elections proved the high level of responsibility

· Declaration of Kosovo’s independence is unavoidable


Other headlines 
· EU Ministers discuss the harmonization of stances on Kosovo (2)
· Time to decide on Kosovo status (3)

· USA will have the final say (4)

· There will be no violence in Kosovo After 10 December (4)

· EU will support unilateral settlement of Kosovo status (5)
InfoPress 
Front page
· With communism laws

· PDK is a winner in the local government as well

· Negotiating Team commits itself

· Troika’s report in the Security Council

· Unstable situation

· Ready for independence
Other headlines 
· EU discusses it unity (3)

· USA continues to support the package (3)

· Declaration is not a lucky solution (4)

· Kosovo is already divided (4)

· Negotiations had their positive sides (5)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· EU Council of Ministers on Kosovo and the enlargement strategy (RTS)

· Wisner: Ahtisaari’s plan is a clear way forward (Beta)

· Lavrov: Unilateral proclamation brings with it the danger of renewal of violence (Tanjug)

· Solana does not expect unrest in Kosovo after 10 December (Tanjug)

· Samardzic: Unilateral moves lead to conflicts (Tanjug)

· Ponos: Army ready for different scenarios (FoNet)

· Djuric: Right time for negotiations on Kosovo (Beta)

· Koha Ditore: West wants for Pristina to wait for elections in Serbia (Beta)

· Kosovo topic of the meeting of prime ministers of the Visegrad four (Beta)

· Gray expects support of the EU for Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

· Kozakou-Marcoullis: Cyprus for a consensual solution (Tanjug)

· Ministry for Kosovoto open office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

· Pristina team: Negotiations didn’t bring acceptable result (Tanjug/Beta)

EU Council of Ministers on Kosovo and the enlargement strategy (RTS)

The EU Council of Ministers will discuss Kosovo on Monday during a working lunch, where the report of the Troika will be presented by EU representative Wolfgang Ischinger. A debate is expected between those who support the ending of the status talks – France, the UK, Germany and Italy and those who oppose Kosovo’s independence – Romania, Spain, Cyprus, Greece and Slovakia, both about the continuation of the process and about the legal basis for sending an EU mission to Kosovo. Those who support sending the EU mission to Kosovo support a ‘creative’ interpretation of UNSCR 1244, which would enable the sending of an EU mission and thus the implementation of Ahtisaari’s plan through ‘a back door’. Those who oppose independence will try to resist the strong pressure, not just from Europe but also from Washington. The EU foreign ministers will however not reach conclusions on Kosovo, but rather this will be done by EU heads of state at the summit on 14 December, also in Brussels. 

Wisner: Ahtisaari’s plan is a clear way forward (Beta)

US representative in the Troika Frank Wisner said that Ahtisaari’s plan was never off the table of the Troika. In a statement for the VOA, Wisner assessed that the solution for the future status of Kosovo cannot be found at the negotiating table. He said that in the report that the Troika submitted to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, it is concluded that the Troika had spent 120 days working hard, but that it was impossible to find common ground between the governments in Serbia and Pristina. At the same time, the two sides accepted the position of the Troika that violence and intimidation must be avoided, not just during the negotiations but when they end as well, said Wisner. The next step, as he said, is for the Secretary-General to read the report and it is then up to sovereign governments to make a decision on their position, concluded Wisner. 

Lavrov: Unilateral proclamation brings with it the danger of renewal of violence (Tanjug)

The self-proclamation of independence of Kosovo brings with it the danger of interethnic clashes in the province and renewal of violence, warned Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. He underlined that the Kosovo case was not unique and that a unilateral solution for Kosovo would unavoidably become a precedent and reflect on other similar situations, announced the Russian Foreign Minister. We hope that our partners from the West will be able to make the right choice and that the Kosovo issue will remain under the collective control of the international community in the form of the UN SC, said Lavrov. 

Solana does not expect unrest in Kosovo after 10 December (Tanjug)

EU High Representative Javier Solana believes that there will not be an outbreak of violence in Kosovo after 10 December, when the deadline for negotiations of Belgrade and Pristina expires. I am convinced that Belgrade and Pristina will keep their words about not resorting to violence and will not do anything that could endanger security in Kosovo, or elsewhere, said Solana. He underlined that there is agreement between Serbia and Kosovo about their future position within Europe, regardless of differences of the two sides as regards the status of the province. The future of Serbia and Kosovo lies in the EU and this is something both sides agree on, added Solana. 

Samardzic: Unilateral moves lead to conflicts (Tanjug)

Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic warned that unilateral moves about the future status of the province lead to unforeseeable processes, which will last for a long time and consist of conflicts, and not of stabilization of the situation in Kosovo and the region. The continuation of our political fight for the future status of Kosovo is inevitable and after the Troika’sreport it is just a question whether this will be a process where a compromise solution would jointly be sought or whether this will be a process that will consist of unilateral moves, said Samardzic. The finding of a compromise solution is the only right solution, which is why talks must be continued on the future status of Kosovo, assessed Samardzic and added that Serbia fully supports the finding of a compromise and for a solution which will be lasting and sustainable. Official Belgrade welcomes the initiative of Russian Ambassador in the UN Vitalii Churkin for the continuation of talks on the future status of the province. 

Ponos: Army ready for different scenarios (FoNet)

The Serbian Army (VS) is carefully monitoring the situation in Kosovo and the south, the Chief of Staff of the VS, Lt. Gen. Zdravko Ponos said. He also told FoNet that the VS has developed plans to counter ‘different scenarios,’ but that, at this point, the conditions for their activation are not present. Speaking about Kosovo, Ponos said the situation there was relatively calm and stable, but with potential of rapid escalation. “The situation is such that it can change very quickly and then become difficult to control,” he assessed, adding that KFOR provided assurances that it was making preventive preparations. 
Djuric: Right time for negotiations on Kosovo (Beta)

Media Advisor to the Serbian Prime Minister Srdjan Djuric assessed that now is the right time to talk about the future of Kosovo in Kosovo itself. The continuation of negotiations which could begin in some of the towns in the province would show that another important standard has been fulfilled, namely that representatives of the Serbian state team and interim Kosovo institutions can freely and safely talk in the province, said Djuric. The Serbian Government, he said, hopes that the UN SC would accept Russia’s proposal about the continuation of negotiations, as a contrary decision would represent an unheard of precedent. The decision to reject negotiations would mean that Serbia that wants to negotiate is being punished, while those who do not wish to negotiate but rather announce unilateral moves that blatantly violate the UN Charter and UNSCR 1244 are being rewarded, said Djuric. 

Koha Ditore: West wants for Pristina to wait for elections in Serbia (Beta)

Events in Serbia can change the calendar of proclamation of independence of Kosovo, writes Koha Ditore, referring to unnamed diplomatic sources from Contact Group countries. Western diplomats have said that there is no longer the issue of independence of Kosovo but rather the date of the proclamation and this is why there is the possibility for diplomats of the Contact Group countries to ask Kosovo Albanians to postpone proclamation of independence. Because of the presidential elections in Serbia, there is the possibility that Kosovo Albanians are asked for postponement of proclamation of independence of Kosovo.

Kosovo topic of the meeting of prime ministers of the Visegrad four (Beta)

The future of Kosovo after the failure of negotiations of Belgrade and Pristina is one of the topics of the two-day informal gathering of prime ministers of Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and Slovenia in Roznov, the eastern Czech Republic. The host Miroslav Topolanek, and Donald Tusk, Robert Fico and Ferenz Gyurcsany called to the meeting Janez Jansa, the Prime Minister of Slovenia, the country that will take over the chair of the EU next year. They all agreed that the EU should certainly play the key role. Only Slovakia departed from the prevailing position that the EU should recognize an independent Kosovo. It is expected that Prime Minister Robert Fico should convey to the Visegrad partners that Bratislava would not recognize an independent Kosovo without a UN SC decision. 

Gray expects support of the EU for Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

The US Ambassador in the EU Boyden Gray expects that the US and EU would cooperate on recognizing independence of Kosovo, but underlined that they were ready to act independently. Gray said in Brussels that opposition of a minority of EU countries to Kosovo’s independence would not stop the transition process. I believe that there will be no favorable solution, said Gray about negotiations of Pristina and Belgrade, adding that the Kosovo authorities would proclaim independence in January at the earliest. He added that Kosovo would be the first important test for Slovenia as the chair of the EU as this would be the first important issue, presented to this country as the chair of the EU starting from January 2008. The US Ambassador said that there was still some hope that Russia would not block the passing of the UN SC on Kosovo, but added that one should not count on that. 

Kozakou-Marcoullis: Cyprus for a consensual solution (Tanjug)

Cypriot Foreign Minister Erato Kozakou-Marcoullis said prior to the visit of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov to Cyprus, that her government in case of Kosovo supports a consensual solution, which would be supported in the UN SC. Otherwise, there is a risk of undermining the entire system of the UN and its institutions, and this could set a dangerous precedent, the Cypriot Foreign Minister told Reuters. She pointed to concerns that, with the recognition of independence of Kosovo, the self-proclaimed Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus could also ask for international recognition. 

Ministry for Kosovoto open office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

The Ministry for Kosovo will open a regional office in Kosovska Mitrovica on Monday. The Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic will attend the opening of that office. During the visit to Kosovo, Samardzic will visit Osojane, a village in the Istok municipality, Leposavic and Socanica. The Minister will also meet with Deputy UNMIK Head Steven Schook.

Pristina team: Negotiations didn’t bring acceptable result (Tanjug/Beta)

The Pristina negotiating team has announced that the negotiations on the future Kosovo status “had not bring any result acceptable for Pristina and Belgrade.” The statement reads that this team is ready to “fulfill all its obligations on the basis of the proposal of mediator Martti Ahtisaari on supervised independence.”

An official of the Democratic Party of Kosovo Arsim Bajrami has stated that 10 December will be the day when the failure of negotiations will be acknowledged, but that historical decision for Kosovo will be brought after the authorities are formed. The assembly will then have historical responsibility, because it should bring the most important decisions right after it is formed, including the Declaration on Independence, which will proclaim Kosovo an independent and sovereign state. Afterwards the Constitution and other constitutional legal acts will be passed, which will define Kosovo as an independent and sovereign state, under international supervision at the beginning, Bajrami told Radio Free Europe.
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This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















