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· All other EU countries support Kosovo’s independence except Cyprus (dailies)

· Independence, for sure before May (dailies)
· U.S.  - We return to Ahtisaari (dailies)

· KFOR and UNMIK preparations for security challenges after Kosovo status conclusion (Zëri)

· Ban Ki-moon on Kosovo in the Security Council meeting (Zëri)
· Negotiations for a ruling coalition begin (Express)

· Serbia opens office in Kosovo, President asks UNMIK to close it (Zëri)

· Police: Serbs in Gorazdevac attacked Rücker and De Marnac’s escort
· Students call on Assembly to declare independence on 10 January
Kosovo Media Highlights

All other EU countries support Kosovo’s independence except Cyprus (Dailies)

Dailies report on Monday’s meeting of the EU Foreign Ministers in Brussels during which the issue of Kosovo’s final status was discussed. 

Papers say that nothing happened on 10 December only that the Foreign Ministers heard first hand of efforts to facilitate a compromise between  Belgrade and Pristina.
German Foreign Minister Wolfgang Ischinger told EU ministers that there is no longer space to seek an agreement between Pristina and Belgrade through negotiations since all avenues have been exhausted. 
Many diplomats say that almost all EU countries will recognize or at least will not oppose Kosovo’s independence except Cyprus.
Papers also quote other diplomats saying that EU unity for Kosovo is much higher now compared to six months ago. 
Independence for sure before the May (dailies)

Papers report the Unity Team (UT) saying that Kosovo will coordinate a declaration of independence together with the Western partners. The UT reportedly said that this is likely to happen before May 2008. 

“Starting from today Kosovo begins intensive consultations with the international partners for the declaration of independence, and this will take a few days. We look forward to announcing the date for the declaration of Kosovo’s independence,” papers quote UT spokesperson, Skënder Hyseni, as saying. Hyseni added that although there is no definite date for the declaration of independence, it will in all likelihood take place before the May next year.
U.S. We return to Ahtisaari (dailies)

Papers quote a press release issued yesterday by the U.S. State Department backing UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari’s plan for Kosovo as being the only sustainable solution for Kosovo and the region. 

The U.S. expressed regret that Kosovo and Serbian representatives didn’t reach an agreement during the negotiation process. 

“At the beginnning of this period of intensive engagement, we said that in case the parties don’t reach any agreement, the only way forward is the Ahtisaari plan, including his recommendations for supervised independence and the package for the protection of the minorities in Kosovo,” the press release said.   
KFOR and UNMIK preparations for security challenges after Kosovo status conclusion (Zëri)
Zëri writes that the year-end NATO Pact summit held a few day ago reaffirmed the readiness of NATO to act in Kosovo through KFOR in order to maintain security and stability in Kosovo.

The paper says that 2,000 new troops could join the already 16,000 KFOR troops stationed in Kosovo to respond to security challenges in Kosovo.
Ban Ki-moon on Kosovo in the Security Council meeting (Zëri)
The paper reports that the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon will take part in the  the Security Council meeting on Kosovo on 19 December.
“The Secretary-General has delivered the Troika’s report to the Security Council members. He wants to hear what the ambassadors have to say about this report on 19 December meeting,” Zëri quotes UN spokesperson, Brenden Varma, as saying.
Negotiations for a ruling coalition begin (Express)

Express reports on its lead page that PDK leader Hashim Thaçi will today start meetings with non-Serb minorities for the ruling coalition. According to the paper, the PDK has reached an agreement with its pre-election partners for the allocation of posts. If everything goes according to plan, the new government is expected to be formed before Christmas. 

LDK deputy leader Lutfi Haziri is quoted as saying that negotiations for the new government haven’t started yet. “It is not true that there are ongoing secret negotiations,” Haziri said.

AAK deputy leader Ahmet Isufi said the AAK is open for negotiations with Thaçi, but added that so far they have not received an invitation. 

According to Express, it seems that ORA leader Veton Surroi will not be part of negotiations for the formation of the new Government of Kosovo.

Serbia opens office in Kosovo, President asks UNMIK to close it (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Kosovo institutions and UNMIK have labelled yesterday’s inauguration of  the Serbian ministry’s liaison office for Kosovo in northern Mitrovica as an act of provocation. According to the paper, UNMIK immediately asked for instructions from the United Nations Headquarters in New York. It is also reported that UNMIK officials in Pristina have not ruled out the possibility that this office will be shut down if New York does not approve of it. At the same time, Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu called on UNMIK to immediately shut the office.

Police: Serbs in Gorazdevac attacked the escort of Rücker and De Marnac

Zëri reports that police in Peja on Monday provided an additional explanation about the incident that happened three days ago in the village of Gorazdevac near Peja. A police spokesman told the media the attack was directed at the security escort of KFOR. “After we analyzed the entire material, we concluded that Serbs in Gorazdevac, in addition to the scuffle between themselves, also attacked the security escort of Rücker and De Marnac,” the police spokesman was quoted as saying.

Students call on Assembly to declare independence on 10th January

Dailies cover Monday protest by students of Pristina University focusing on their ultimatum to the Kosovo Assembly to declare Kosovo’s independence by 10 January. In case this does not happen, the students said they would not stop protesting. The student march for independence was peaceful and conveyed a clear message for the local and international leadership in Pristina that the time has come for Kosovo’s independence. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Cyprus, the Trojan Horse in EU

· Independence, for sure before May

· David Miliband: We will recognise Kosovo’s independence

· USA: We’re getting back to Ahtisaari, it’s urgent

· Thaçi starts talks. LDK ‘is simmering’ in expectation

· The fear of negotiations end

· Police: The target of the attack were Rücker and de Marnhac

Other headlines
· Serbia should know when it should stop, says Terral (3)
· Protestors: We shall wait, but only until 10 January 2008! (4)

· Serb government inaugurated regional office in the north of Mitrovica (5)

· Jashari: Human rights in Kosovo – a victim of status delays (7)

· NYT: UN is afraid of Serb obstructions in Kosovo (7)

· The new government as soon as possible (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· All the other EU countries, but Cyprus, support Kosovo’s independence
· Editorial: Belgrade reply against EU

· KFOR and UNMIK preparations for security challenges after Kosovo status conclusion

· USA: Kosovo people have an urgent need for the clarity of its future

· Kosovo warns of the start of consultations with the USA and EU on the declaration of independence

· Serbia opens an office in Kosovo, Presidency asks UNMIK to close it down
Other headlines

· Ban Ki-moon on Kosovo in the Security Council meeting (3)
· Editorial: Violation of commitment from the 13th point of Troika report (3)

· Police says Serbs in Gorazdec attacked Rucker’s and de Marnhac’s escort (4)

· Thaçi has prepared all invitations on talks for coalitions (5)

· Final run-off voting within the week (5)

· Jeremic threatens countries that will recognise Kosovo’s independence (6)

· Seven tombs of Serb graveyards damaged in Livoc i Epërm of Gjilan (6)

· A bottle of gasoline thrown at an uninhabited Serb house in Gjilan (6)

· Students demand the determination of independence declaration date (6)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Serb elections can delay Kosovo’s independence

· Reformation smell in LDK

· Editorial: France again

· Non-Serbs, 10 plus ready

· Negotiating Team expires 
 

Other headlines

· Parliament should declare independence (4)
· New York: A protest pro independence (4)
· Serbia opens an office in Mitrovica (4)
· Çeku: EU should act swiftly (4)
· USA: Ahtisaari plan, the best way (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Hassle in LDK

· Ischinger: EU will recognise Kosovo’s independence

· Students started

· PDK says LDK is uncoordinated

· EU has unified its stance for the deployment of the mission in Kosovo
Other headlines

· Gallegos: USA will work on the solution of Kosovo issue (2)
· Kharchenko: Russia will demand the annulment of the decision (2)

· Busek: EU’s non-unity has enabled the interference of Russia (2)

· They promise independence before May (3)

· Solana: EU is close to overcoming disagreements on Kosovo status (3)

· Bildt: EU is ready to recognise Kosovo’s independence even without a UN Security Council resolution (3)

· Miliband: Additional forces to be sent to Kosovo! (3)

· Terral: rance supports Ahtisaari’s plan for Kosovo status (5)

· Kharchenko: The continuation of talks on Kosovo status mostly suits EU (5)

· Palmas: Cyprus will not recognise Kosovo’s independence (5)
Express

Front page

· Negotiations begin for a coalition

· Declare independence on 10th January

· Ethem Çeku: I will remain Minister

· Independence before May

· Now come reforms within LDK

Other headlines

· Gligorov: The right for war does not exist (2)

· Lavrov: Do not recognize Kosovo (6)

· Djelic: No trade with Kosovo (6)

· It is appropriate for the EU to continue negotiations (7)

· Cyprus – the only opponent (7)

Lajm
Front page
· The week on new institutions

· The unity for Kosovo’s independence is reached

· Ultimatum, a month deadline

· I know the names of the smugglers, but I do not reveal them 
Other headlines

· Thaçi was not to tell the date (2)
· France reiterates its stance on Kosovo (2)

· Busek: Russia interfered due to EU’s non-united stance (2)

· Camly-Ray believes that Kosovo’s independence will be recognised (2)

· Djelic: Serbia is not prepared to give Kosovo for the EU (3)

· Ponosh: Serb army has still not received the order how to react (4)

· Serbia opens an office in Bosnian Mahalla (5)

· KFOR’s escort was attacked as well (5)
Bota Sot
Front page
· EU will soon recognize independence 

· Kosovo’s Assembly to declare independence

· EU stance to be made public in the coming Friday 

Other headlines 
· Kosovo’s independence will be declared before May 2008 (3)  

· Most of the EU countries ready to recognize independence (3)

· Kosovo an EU problem (6)

· “The key” for the coalition in Thaçi’s hands (6)

· France supports the Ahtisaari plan (6)

InfoPress 
Front page
· EU will submit their official stance this Friday 

· Ischinger: Kosovo will not be a sovereign country like France or Germany  

· Before the May 

· Kosovo Serbs: Belgrade’s Alternative for destabilisation  

Other headlines 
· Independence will be supervised (2)

· We will not wait anymore, declare it (3)

· EU about to be united (3)

· Samardzic: Kosovo will remain part of Serbia (4)

· Seeking for a formula (5)
Belgrade Media Highlights

Tuesday, 11 December 2007

· UN SC received Troika’s report (Tanjug)

· EU: Without consent on future Kosovo status (Beta)

· D’Alema: Serbia should be given the status of an EU candidate as soon as possible (Beta)

· Kostunica: It is important that the EU has not recognized independence of Kosovo (RTS)

· Tadic: International Court of Justice should have its say on Kosovo (RTS)

· US believes in Ahtisaari’s plan (RTS/Tanjug)

· Miliband: Possible need for additional NATO forces in Kosovo (Beta)

· Ischinger: EU will recognize Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Harchenko: Continuation of negotiations would suit the EU far better (Tanjug)

· Lavrov: Recognition of Kosovo’s independence will cause a chain reaction (RTS)

· Nicosia: Cyprus strongly opposes independence of Kosovo (Beta)

· No consensus reached on Kosovo in the Visegrad group (Beta)

· Samardzic: Independence of Kosovo possible only by force (Beta)

· Jeremic: Independence of Kosovo unacceptable (Tanjug)

· Djelic: Problems in the Balkans must not be resolved by threats (Tanjug)

· Ladjevic: Human rights most endangered in Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Molotov cocktail thrown on house of Serb in Gnjilane (RTS/Tanjug)

· Demonstrators in Pristina asked for proclamation of independence (RTS/Tanjug)

UN SC received Troika’s report (Tanjug)

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon officially submitted to SC members the Troika’s report on the four-month negotiations of Belgrade and Pristina on the future status of Kosovo. Diplomats in New York said that no visible results should be expected on the Kosovo problem as SC members need time to examine the report and for consultations, agencies reported. The document states that Belgrade and Pristina have not managed to reach an agreement on the future status of Kosovo, as none of the sides were prepared to concessions on sovereignty. The Troika assessed that the negotiating process, in spite of essential differences of the two sides, was very useful. The UN SC will consider the report on 19 December, and Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica will head Serbia’s delegation. 

EU: Without consent on future Kosovo status (Beta)

European countries are close to overcoming internal differences regarding the final status of Kosovo and finding a united position, said EU High Representative Javier Solana. Before the meeting of EU foreign ministers in Brussels held to discuss whether the EU can reach a united approach in the process of resolving the status of Kosovo, he expressed hope that the member states will be able to find a position which they can agree on and take over their responsibilities. At the same time, Reuters reported the statement of Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt who said that all EU member states, except one, were ready to accept independence of Kosovo without a UN resolution, but did not give details. 

D’Alema: Serbia should be given the status of an EU candidate as soon as possible (Beta)

EU ministers believe that Serbia should be awarded the status of a candidate for EU membership as soon as possible, and that the solution for the status of Kosovo must be sought based on the plan of former UN envoy Martti Ahtisaari on supervised independence, said Italian Foreign Minister Massimo D’Alema in Brussels. Stressing that the further process of determining the status of Kosovo must be conducted with the aim of avoiding the danger of destabilizing the region and endangering its European perspective, the Italian Foreign Minister said that an EU mission should be sent to the province as soon as possible, based on UNSCR 1244, which allows such a move. 

Kostunica: It is important that the EU has not recognized independence of Kosovo (RTS)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica assessed that it was of especial importance that the highest EU officials have not decided to possibly recognize unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. Kostunica pointed out that there are several reasons for continuation of negotiations in order to find a compromise solution, in accordance with the UN Charter and the Serbian Constitution. Several EU countries have remained committed to adherence of UNSCR 1244 that explicitly obligates all states to respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia, pointed out Kostunica and added that a possible decision on recognition of Kosovo represents a serious problem in relations of Serbia with the EU. This is why it is important that the EU has remained consistent with its founding acts and has not violated the basic principle of international law on the respect of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all internationally recognized states, stressed the Serbian PM.

Tadic: International Court of Justice should have its say on Kosovo (RTS)

Serbia will request in the UN SC and the International Court of Justice an opinion on the legality of the possible proclamation of independence of Kosovo, said Serbian President Boris Tadic. He announced that the authorities in Belgrade would continue intensive diplomatic activities aimed at preserving sovereignty and territorial integrity of Serbia. Tadic said that it was clear that 10 December, just as the previously set dates, is not a key date for the outcome of the situation. Tadic added that all political factors in Serbia must preserve peace and composure for all circumstances that follow in the future process of resolving the Kosovo problem. 

US believes in Ahtisaari’s plan (RTS/Tanjug)

Washington regrets the fact that negotiations between Belgrade and Pristina have not yielded results, and believes that it is necessary to apply the plan of former UN envoy Martti Ahtisaari on supervised independence of Kosovo, said State Department spokesperson Gonzago Gallegos. He said that in the following weeks the US will undertake intensive measures with international partners in order to find a solution which would lead to peace and stability in the province and the region. 

Miliband: Possible need for additional NATO forces in Kosovo (Beta)

UK Foreign Secretary David Miliband said that it might be necessary to send additional NATO forces to Kosovo while it moves towards independence. Asked by the BBC whether more NATO troops will be needed in Kosovo if the situation deteriorates, Miliband said that plans for every eventuality have already been prepared. 

Ischinger: EU will recognize Kosovo (Tanjug)

EU representative in the Troika Wolfgang Ischinger expressed his belief that the EU would soon recognize, as he said, the separation of Kosovo from Serbia, and announced that Brussels will probably reach a decision on this in the following few days. Ischinger said that Kosovo would be given conditional, internationally supervised independence. Kosovo will receive conditions which relate to adhering to the law on the protection of minorities and passing of an already developed, modern Constitution, explained Ischinger, adding that international troops and the EU and UN would be present in the province. This means that Kosovo will not be a sovereign state as for example France or Germany, underlined the German diplomat. 

French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said that the French position has been accepted in the EU to wait until the elections in Serbia. Kouchner said that the passing of the decision on the future status of Kosovo should not be rushed. We are working on European unity as regards to Kosovo and we will maintain it, regardless of differences, underlined Kouchner. 

Harchenko: Continuation of negotiations would suit the EU far better (Tanjug)

Russian representative in the Troika Alexander Botsan-Harchenko assessed that the continuation of negotiations on the status of Kosovo, which Russia supports, would suit the EU far better than unilateral moves. The EU needs stability in Kosovo and the region in order to strengthen its role in the province, and unilateral recognition would undermine stability, said Harchenko. The Russian diplomat pointed out that, unfortunately, there were many in the EU in favor of the unilateral act of recognition of independence, but underlined that Kosovo was not just a European problem, but, above all, a UN problem and should be resolved there, with a key role of the SC. 

Lavrov: Recognition of Kosovo’s independence will cause a chain reaction (RTS)

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov warned once again that recognition of unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo could cause a chain reaction of problems in the Balkans, and other areas. Unilateral proclamation of independence and recognition of such independence will not be without consequences, stressed Lavrov after a meeting with Cypriot President Tassos Papadopoulos in Nicosia. 

Nicosia: Cyprus strongly opposes independence of Kosovo (Beta)

The government in Cyprus repeated that they would not give up their opposition to the unilateral proclamation and recognition of Kosovo, in spite of pressures of leading EU countries that its members have adopted a unified position on this issue. Spokesperson of the Cypriot government Vasilis Palmas said that Nicosia couldn’t accept the creation of a separatist state in the territory of the southern Serbian province. We cannot accept this, even if all other EU members oppose our position, said Palmas. Agencies report that Cyprus fears that independence of Kosovo would represent a precedent which would immediately be used by the authorities of the self-proclaimed Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

No consensus reached on Kosovo in the Visegrad group (Beta)

The prime ministers of Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary and the guest Slovenia did not reach an agreement on a joint position regarding the future of Kosovo and possible recognition of independence of the Serbian province. At an informal two-day meeting, the leaders have agreed that the EU should be unified regarding this problem. The main obstacle was the position of the Slovak PM Robert Fico that his government would find it difficult to recognize the unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo. Slovakia can recognize independence of Kosovo only with a UN SC decision or that of another relevant international organization, said Fico. 

Samardzic: Independence of Kosovo possible only by force (Beta)

Unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo and the arrival of the EU mission that will implement Ahtisaari’s plan are possible only by force and drastic violation of the principal norms of international law, said Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic. At the opening of the office of this ministry in the northern part of Kosovska Mitrovica, he pointed out that Serbia was defending its sovereign territory and the right of the Serbian people to live in its internationally recognized borders, whereby it is at the same time defending the principles of international law. Official Belgrade will insist that the negotiating process on the status of Kosovo be continued so that a compromise solution, which would adhere to the UN Charter and the Helsinki document, is reached, said the Serbian Minister. Pointing out that Kosovo Albanians, in spite of the support of Washington and other influential western factors, will not be able to attain independence, Samardzic assessed that Serbia will resist all pressures and that the international community would not permit the violation of the principles on which the international legal order is based. 

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic said in the village of Osojane, that regardless of the outcome of the negotiations on the status of the province, Kosovo would always remain a part of Serbia. In all places where Serbs live in Kosovo and where there are Serbian churches and monasteries, the Republic of Serbia will always be present, underlined Samardzic, who by visiting the largest Serbian returnee place in Metohija, began a tour of the southern Serbian province. The locals informed Minister Samardzic of the problems they face, such as the shortage of power, water and medical staff. Samardzic promised that the state would solve those problems one by one. 

Jeremic: Independence of Kosovo unacceptable (Tanjug)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic supported in Brussels, in separate meetings with several colleagues from EU member states, the continuation of the negotiations on the future status of Kosovo and stressed that independence of the province, coordinated or not, was absolutely unacceptable for Serbia. There is no danger at the moment of unilateral proclamation of independence, assessed Jeremic and warned all states and organizations that possibly intend to endanger territorial integrity and sovereignty of Serbia that such a move would in the long-term endanger their relations with Belgrade. I hope that countries of the region or the international community would not be placed in a situation to decide whether they want to harm relations with Serbia, warned Jeremic. He confirmed that Serbia, after the official expiration of the Troika’s mandate remains ready to continue dialogue and the search for a compromise solution. 

Djelic: Problems in the Balkans must not be resolved by threats (Tanjug)

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister Bozidar Djelic told the Handelsblat magazine that a compromise solution must be found for the status of Kosovo, as otherwise there is a threat of opening a Pandora ’s Box with immeasurable consequences. Problems in the Balkans must not be resolved through threats and violence, but negotiations, stressed Djelic. Asked how Serbia would react in case the US and EU recognize the possible unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo, Djelic responded with a counter question about how Berlin would react if someone recognized independence of Bavaria. Serbia has clearly said that it would under no circumstances apply force and underlined that it would not give up on its European path, but if someone recognizes unilateral independence of Kosovo, Belgrade will reexamine relations with that country, repeated Djelic.

Ladjevic: Human rights most endangered in Kosovo (Tanjug)

Human rights are most endangered in Kosovo, but are on a satisfactory level in other parts of Serbia, said Director of the Service for Human and Minority Rights of Serbia Petar Ladjevic. On the occasion of the International Human Rights Day, he underlined that not even the basic human rights are respected in Kosovo , such as freedom of movement and safety of life. 

Molotov cocktail thrown on house of Serb in Gnjilane (RTS/Tanjug)

Unknown persons threw a Molotov cocktail on the house of a Serb in the center of Gnjilane, said KPS spokesperson Ismet Hashani. He said that material damage has been caused, but that no one was injured, as the house is currently uninhabited. Kosovo media in Serbian specified that the Molotov cocktail had been thrown on the house of Sasa and Igor Tistic, and that the words ‘Death to Serbs’, ‘This is Albania’ and ‘Long Live the Albanian Army’ were written on the façade. 

Demonstrators in Pristina asked for proclamation of independence (RTS/Tanjug)

In downtown Pristina, several thousand demonstrators have asked for independence of Kosovo, and told the provincial authorities to proclaim independence by 10 January or the protests will be resumed. The participants, mainly students of the Pristina University, walked through the center of Pristina carrying Albanian, US as well as NATO flags. The demonstrators carried placards stating ‘Independence is the only option’, and ‘Europe show unity’, as well as those with ‘Serbia, burn in hell forever’. Many bore messages of thanks to the US policy. 

Disclaimer
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