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Main Stories                    12 December 2007
__________________________________________________
· Thaçi has mandate for a “unity government” (Dailies)
· Paris: Further negotiations are unnecessary (Koha Ditore)
· Russia will ask UN to annul unilateral independence of Kosovo (Dailies)

· Serbia against the establishment of the EU Mission in Kosovo (Zëri)

· Sejdiu: Opponents of independence want situation to escalate (dailies) 

· We haven’t agreed on a delay (Express)

· PDK pledges to prevent displacement of Serbs after independence (Koha)

· Rücker calls for removal of civil servants who ran for political posts (Koha Ditore)
Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi has mandate for a “unity government” (Dailies)

Dailies report that the PDK leader Hashim Thaçi officially has been designated the  mandate to form a new government by the current President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu. Thaçi will now be able to begin to form the central institutions in Kosovo.  
Thaçi said that he will immediately start consultations regarding the forming of the new government structures of Kosovo, starting from President Sejdiu and continue with leaders of other parties. Thaçi and Sejdiu informed the public that they have agreed that the consultations regarding the coalition between PDK and LDK, will take place on Thursday.    

Sources of Koha Ditore say that current Prime Minister of Kosovo, Agim Çeku, has been indirectly offered the position of the Minister of Defense, which is planned to be established once the final status of Kosovo is resolved. 

PDK senior officials deny to have made such an offer and Çeku also said that besides the fact that he hasn’t received any offer of such nature, he is also not interested to be part of the government structures.

Paris: Further negotiations are unnecessary (Koha Ditore)

The paper cite FoNet quoting a press release issued by the French Ministry of Interior on Tuesday saying that there is no need for new talks between Pristina and Belgrade and that the time has come for the decision regarding Kosovo’s final status. 

“We regret that the Belgrade and Pristina haven’t reached any agreement. The Troika has drained all the possibilities trying to find a solution acceptable by both sides but the parties were not able to make any move. We share our opinion with the EU negotiator Wolfgang Ischinger who said that there are no chances for any kind of success if we go ahead with the new round of negotiations between Pristina and Belgrade.” 

Russia will ask UN to annul unilateral independence of Kosovo (Dailies)

In case of an unilateral declaration of the independence of Kosovo, Russia will ask UN Security Council and the heads of the UN Mission in Kosovo to annul the decision, papers cite Russian news agency Interfax quoting Russia’s representative of the Troika, Alexander Botsan-Kharchenko. 

“Russia will for sure ask that such a decision should be annulled. We could ask for a meeting in the UN SC, since the Resolution of this council in that case will be violated”, said Kharchenko. Russia will also ask the UNMIK chief to annul such decision. 

Papers also quote Kharchenko saying that Russia will work towards making the UN SC to issue a decision in favor of continue the negotiations between Belgrade and Pristina. 

Serbia against the establishment of the EU Mission in Kosovo (Zëri)

“Our message for the European Union is that Serbia should be considered the same as any other sovereign country. This means that the EU should respect international borders of our country”, Zëri quoted Serbia’s Prime Minister, Vojislav Kostunica as saying. 

According to Kostunica, establishment of the EU Mission in Kosovo would have the meaning of the refusal of the Ahtisaari plan for the unilateral independence being implemented, and due to this fact, Serbia rules out any decision for the establishment of the EU mission in Kosovo, the paper reads. 
Sejdiu: Opponents of independence want situation to escalate (dailies) 
All dailies cover yesterday’s meeting between Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu and SRSG Joachim Rücker, focusing on the opening of the Serbian liaison office in northern Mitrovica. 

Zëri notes that President Sejdiu has left it in the hands of the international community, especially the Contact Group, to deal with the Serbian Government after the opening of the liaison office in Mitrovica. Sejdiu also said that regardless of acts of provocation coming from Belgrade, the Team of Unity is committed to continue the serious approach toward the status resolution process.

UNMIK chief Rücker said the international administration is waiting for instructions from the UN headquarters in New York in the case of the Serbian office in Mitrovica. He said UNMIK would also consult the Contact Group. 

“I have asked my deputy Steven Schook to go to Mitrovica and tell Mr. Samardjic that this office is not in line with the legal framework in Kosovo and constitutes a violation of Resolution 1244. We will now seek instructions from New York and will consult the Contact Group about this step which seems to be a violation of 1244,” added the SRSG.

We haven’t agreed on a delay (Express)

Express reports that presidential elections in Serbia scheduled for late January have postponed the declaration of Kosovo’s independence. Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu claims that the Kosovar side never gave an approval for a delay. 

In the meantime, French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said on Monday in Brussels that a proposal by France has been approved according to which the international community would wait for elections in Serbia in order to give a chance to pacifist forces. On the other hand, President Sejdiu told media in Pristina that Kosovo’s independence was only a matter of days.

PDK pledges to prevent displacement of Serbs after independence (Koha)

The paper reports that UNHCR officials have refuted reports by international media that the UNHCR is preparing for the evacuation of 5.000-100.000 Serbs from Kosovo in the event of the unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence. At the same time, Oliver Ivanovic, one of the political representatives of Kosovo Serbs, did not rule out the possible displacement of Serbs from certain parts of Kosovo in case of declaration of independence.

Vlora Çitaku, spokeswoman for the PDK the party that won the 17th November elections, said the strategy of the PDK to prevent the displacement of Serbs from Kosovo will be done through direct communication with members of this community. “The Government led by the PDK will intensify communication with all communities in Kosovo … this Government will engage in making Kosovo a better place to live in, not only for Albanians but for all its citizens. Kosovo Serbs should not fall victim to the propaganda from Belgrade, and should remain assured that Pristina is their capitol,” Çitaku added.

Rücker calls for removal of civil servants who ran for political posts (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker, through a letter sent on Tuesday, recalled the Government of Kosovo that there is no legal way for chief executives, directors of departments and permanent secretaries  to return to duty, since they by law were obliged to resign at the moment they decided to run in the recent elections. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Thaçi has mandate for a new ‘government of unity’

· Albania will open its ports to Kosovo after independence

· David Miliband: Kosovo is a unique case

· Paris: Further negotiations are unnecessary

· Russia will ask the UN to annul unilateral independence

· Sejdiu: Serbia wants an escalation of the situation in Kosovo

· PDK commits itself to prevent the displacement of Serbs

Other headlines
· Merkel and Putin discuss Kosovo on the phone (2)
· Tadic: Court of Justice to assess the legitimacy of Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Kostunica: There is no compensation for Kosovo (2)

· Prime Minister Çeku is not interested to be part of ‘Thaçi Government’ (3)

· Independence, already on the table (4)

· Gelbard: Serbia is not important for Russia (4)

· COMKFOR - Gorazdec was only a small incident that belongs to the past (6)

· Rücker calls for removal of civil servants that ran for political posts (8)

· 20 houses are being built for Serbs in Jagnjenica and Zupce (8)

· Bulgaria facilitates visa procedures for Kosovo businesses (9)

· Independence – the right solution for all (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· The mandator Thaçi starts talks with LDK and AKR, somebody will remain in opposition
· Editorial: The first Kosovo Assembly meeting

· Police is preparing for ‘Status Operation”

· Sejdiu and Thaçi to take part in 19 December Security Council meeting

· The certification of deputies can start today, it is not known when the Assembly will convene

· The instalment of conflict in Kosovo between Kosovo and Serbia?

· France supports Kosovo’s independence
Other headlines

· Sejdiu: Escalation of situation is wanted by opponents of independence (2)
· EU with two aims: The recognition of Kosovo’s state and the victory of Tadic in elections (2)

· Russia will demand the annulment of Kosovo independence declaration (3)

· Blerim Kuçi: In a week, two open provocations against stability in Kosovo (4)

· Germany and Russia want to coordinate steps on Kosovo (4)

· Serbia against the instalment of EU mission in Kosovo (4)

· Belgrade asks for certification of the legitimacy of Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Albanians demonstrate in New York to ask for independence (5)

· Events in Gorazdec were not a manifestation of Serbs rebellion, says general de Marnhac (7)

· Declaration of ‘Kosovo C’ winner is waiting for the establishment of the new government (8)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Principles of Thaçi government shed light into

· Editorial: False peace

· No Assembly, this week either

· AAK leaders, thank you Ramush
· ‘Kosovo C’ in 2008
 

Other headlines

· CEC is left only the mail voting (2)
· Offers on Thursday (3)

· Rücker, Sejdiu and Thaçi in the Security Council meeting (4)

· Sofia: Kosovo’s independence does not represent a precedent (4)

· Provocation with the aim of destabilization (4)

· The drafting of independence statement has started (4)

· The applicable law should be implemented (6)

· Kosovo, after 10 December (8)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· PDK-LDK plus AKR

· Miliband: It is up to Albanians to declare Kosovo’s independence

· Kosovo, after 10 December
· LDK functions as an addition of numbers
Other headlines

· EC Parliamentary Assembly has approved the draft resolution on Kosovo (2)
· Komersant: EU has overcome disagreements on Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Merkel and Putin discussed Kosovo (2)

· Rupel: We should work carefully on the solution of Kosovo status (2)

· Tadic: Serbia will ask the international court to  decide on Kosovo (2)

· Do not provoke! (3)

· Kharchenko: Russia will demand the annulment of Kosovo independence decision (3)

· Sejdiu and Thaçi take part in New York (3)

· Kuçi: The incident in Gorazdec was dictated by Serbia (6)

· De Marnhac: KPC’s future is linked to Kosovo’s status (9) 

Express

Front page

· The satisfy egos

· Impossible mission in the Balkans

· Positions change in the Security Council

· We did not agree for delay

· LDK, after 2007 elections
Other headlines

· Editorial: Choose: To be Prime Minister, or one of them (2)
· Ahtisaari’s proposal the only possibility (6)

· They get provoked in the north (6)

· Sejdiu and Thaçi in the Security Council (7)

· Kosovo C is delayed (15)
Lajm
Front page
· Collision over the President [’s post]

· They go without knowing if they will speak

· This week also without the new Assembly
Other headlines

· USA: Status solution an urgent need (2)
· Brussels sobers up, Moscow does not believe (2)

· There is no war, independence will not be declared before 20 January (3)

· Restraint from provocations is demanded (4)

· Rücker does not take Çeku into consideration (5)

· Construction of Kosovo C starts in 2008 (7)
Bota Sot
Front page
· Sejdiu nominates Thaçi for Prime Minister

· President Sejdiu objects to the opening of the Serb office in Mitrovica

· Sali Berisha: Kosovo definitely has exit in the Adriatic sea

· Kosovo will have its army

· Governing coalition to be known on Thursday!


Other headlines 
· Ahtisaari’s plan remains (2)
· Security Council to overcome existing differences (3)

· Independence statement is being drafted (4)

· Kosovo is nearing the declaration of independence (5)

· People of Kosovo need clarity on its future (5)

· Serbia’s stance towards Kosovo is a threat (7)

· France: Time has come to make the decision on Kosovo status (7)

· There is no return for those that resigned and ran in the last elections (9)
InfoPress 
Front page
· [Thaçi] is mandated for Prime Minister

· UN to impose the status

· Declaration of independence belongs to Albanians

· In government and in the opposition

· Symbols do nor reach the Unity Team …?
Other headlines 
· We shall annul unilateral decisions (3)

· A grave provocation of Serbia (4)

· Status clarification – an urgent need (4)

· Sejdiu and Thaçi in New York (4)

· Status, after elections in Serbia (6)

· Cyprus cannot prevent Kosovo’s independence (6)

· A year delay for Kosovo C power plant (7)
Belgrade Media Highlights

Wednesday, 12 December 2007

· Harchenko: Russia would demand to annul decision on independence (RTS)

· Titov: Moscow resolutely against unilateral acts (Beta)

· PACE adopts draft resolution on Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Offer to give compensation in return for Kosovo’s unilateral independence is insult to Serbia’s dignity (RTS)

· Ruecker : Consultations with UN on office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

· Importance of opening office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Radio Srbija)

· Tadic and Sutanovac at meeting of General Staff Board (RTS/Beta/Tanjug)

· Meleskanu: Romania against unilateral independence of Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Bakoyanis: Without hasty moves and decisions regarding Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Fleiner: Serbia has all chances of winning the case (Tanjug)

Harchenko: Russia would demand annulment of decision on independence (RTS)

In case Pristina unilaterally proclaims Kosovo’s independence, Russia will demand from the UN SC and the UNMIK head to annul the decision, the Russian representative in the Troika Alexander Botsan-Harchenko said. “Russia will certainly demand that such a decision be annulled. We can require that from the SC because one of its resolutions will have been violated, Botsan-Harchenko told the Russian Interfax agency. Apart from that, Russia will demand that “the UNMIK head, as the highest administrator in the province, also annul the decision,” the Russian diplomat said. He is authorized to invalidate any decision by the interim Kosovo institutions, he stated. Responding to a question on what will be Russia’s stand during the consideration of the status of Kosovo at the SC on 19 December, Harchenko said “it would advocate continuation of negotiations and present a proposal on this.” However, the proposal will not be in the form of a resolution, as there is no basis for it without a compromise, Botsan-Harchenko stressed. He said Russia would advocate a SC decision “in favor of continuing the negotiating process, based on what the Troika had accomplished.”


Titov: Moscow resolutely against unilateral acts (Beta)

Moscow considers that impermissible are announcements of some countries that they would accept unilateral moves by Kosovo Albanian leaders in the process of determining the Kosovo status, stressed Deputy Russian Foreign Minister Vladimir Titov. In talks with the German Ambassador in Moscow Jurgen Schmidt he pointed that it is necessary to continue the Belgrade-Pristina dialogue with the mediation of the international community. The Russian media report that President Vladimir Putin and German Chancellor Angela Merkel agreed in yesterday’s phone conversation joint activities towards coordinating positions in the Kosovo negotiating process. As stated, Moscow and Berlin have remained on very different stands on the status issue, but they still agree that escalation of violence must be avoided at any cost.

PACE adopts draft resolution on Kosovo (Tanjug)

Political Board of the Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE) has passed the draft resolution on Kosovo, which invited the UN SC to overcome the existing differences and impose the solution for status. The draft prepared by British Lord Johnston was voted by a close majority – 11 MPs were in favor and 10 against it, including Serbian members of the board. The draft resolution, on which the Parliamentary Assembly will decide on between 21 and 25 January next year, and which has no impact on the process of resolving the status of Kosovo, reads that the Assembly invited its members to take a united stance towards the issue of the future status of the province, as well as that the EU should have such a stand on potential unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence. I am sure that before this draft reaches the agenda of the Parliamentary Assembly, we will return to it often and that there will be changes, stated the Head of the Russian delegation Konstantin Kosachov. 

The voting in the Parliamentary Assembly of the CoE (PACE) on the draft resolution on Kosovo has shown deep divisions in that regard, stated the Head o the Serbian delegation Milos Aligrudic. According to him, rapporteur Lord Johnston Russell has openly taken the Albanian side, as in essence he has proposed the imposing of a solution and stopping any further talks, which is even more dangerous than his earlier suggestion on the form of supervised independence, which has not been passed in the CoE. However, if the current proposal stays in the draft of the resolution to be discussed in January, it will not have nearly the consequences that it might have had in the resolution proposing internationally supervised independence, assessed Aligrudic. Members of the Serbian delegation have pointed that the Council does not have the competence to deal with the status of Kosovo, and that this institution must not ignore the fact that only the UN SC can decide on the borders of sovereign countries.

Offer to give compensation in return for Kosovo’s unilateral independence is insult to Serbia’s dignity (RTS)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica said that when heads of EU states and governments sit down on 14 December to decide on Kosovo, they should bear in mind Serbia’s stance that any offer of compensation in return for unilateral independence of Kosovo is utterly unacceptable for Serbia and an insult to its dignity. In a written statement to the media, Kostunica said that Serbia’s message to the EU is that it is necessary that they respect Serbia as all other free and sovereign states, which in the least means that the EU must fully respect Serbia’s internationally recognized borders. Whoever intends and wishes to have Serbia as their partner, must know that Serbia accepts partnership only when it is whole and not a divided state, stressed Kostunica. Serbia expects the EU to respect its stance that on its territory, on Kosovo, no EU mission may come without a new SC resolution which would confirm a compromise solution to the province’s status, emphasized the Prime Minister. According to Kostunica, the arrival of an EU mission would signify the beginning of the implementation of Martti Ahtisaari’s rejected plan and the beginning of the implementation of unilateral independence. Serbia therefore rejects any such illegal decision on the arrival of an EU mission. We believe it is useful that the EU should be aware of Serbia’s stance while deciding on its fate, concluded Kostunica. 

The Head of the Office of the European Commission in Belgrade Josep Lloveras has stated that the EU is sincere in its wish for Serbia to sign the SAA as soon as possible. Asked whether the messages from Brussels of Monday could be interpreted as a sincere wish or reparation to Serbia for Kosovo, Lloveras said that the opinion of the EU officials was sincere and that one should not “speak of prices.”

Ruecker : Consultations with UN on office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Beta)

UNMIK Head Joachim Ruecker has stated that UNMIK will not close down the Office opened by the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo in northern Kosovska Mitrovica. Ruecker stated that he would consult UN officials in New York on that issue.

Importance of opening office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Radio Srbija)

The opening of the office of the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo in Kosovska Mitrovica is of great importance for practical and symbolic reasons, it has been stated in Belgrade. This opening, on the International Day of human rights, has shown to the local and international public, and especially to Serbs and other non-Albanian population, that random dates, announced as turning-points, do not mean much in the process of resolving the status of Kosovo, reads the statement. The Ministry also points that the announcements of unilateral proclamation of independence are in the function of exerting pressure on the Serbian public in order to hinder the united state policy towards the province. 

Tadic and Sutanovac at meeting of General Staff Board (RTS/Beta/Tanjug)

The Serbian Army Chief of Staff, General Zdravko Ponos, has informed Serbian President Boris Tadic and Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac that the security situation in the south of central Serbia and in the Ground Safety Zone towards Kosovo is stable, and underlined the importance of hitherto good cooperation between the Serbian Army and KFOR. At the meeting of the General Staff Board measures have been discussed aimed at preventing emergency events, as well as the transformation of the Serbian Army, including the changes in organization and mobilization modes, new doctrine documents and training system, it has been communicated from the Ministry of Defense. 

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac has stated that the request of certain Albanian parties in southern Serbia for sending international forces to this region is completely unnecessary and pointless. Sutanovac said that the forces of the Serbian Army and the Interior Ministry in that region were sufficient to secure peace and stability, as well as to guarantee security in that region in the future. The Movement for Democratic Progress has requested special autonomy for the region of the Presevo valley and presence of foreign armed troops towards, as stated, preserving peace.

There is no support in the international community to change borders in southern Serbia in the process of resolving the future status of Kosovo, the British Ambassador to Serbia Steven Wordsworth said in an interview to the media in Albanian in southern Serbia. At issue are two different things, because the status of Kosovo is resolved in the process that is conducted by the UN SC on the basis of the Contact Group principles, said Wordsworth.

Meleskanu: Romania against unilateral independence of Kosovo (Tanjug)

Romanian Defense Minister Teodor Meleskanu has stated in Belgrade that the Romanian Parliament will not recognize unilateral proclamation of Kosovo’s independence. The unilateral solution could have very bad influence on the region and is not in accordance with international law, Maleskanu said at the joint press conference with his Serbian counterpart Dragan Sutanovac. Maleskanu stated that he believes the issue of recognizing unilateral independence of Kosovo is a problem that parliaments of every EU member-state should give statement on. The two ministers have agreed that Kosovo is a burning problem of the region and that the issue of its future status should be resolved through negotiations. It is not good to impose time limits on the talks, said Sutanovac, while stressing that it is much better to negotiate until the solution acceptable for both sides is found.

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic and Romanian Defense Minister Teodor Meleskanu have jointly assessed that the solution for Kosovo can only be found in the compromise of Belgrade and Pristina. Jeremic pointed that Serbia is dedicated to the development of democracy and rule of law, as well as the European perspective of the region, but that in no way it can renounce on a sovereign part of its territory. Minister Meleskanu has stressed that Bucharest supports the principled stand of Belgrade on the necessity of a sustainable solution for Kosovo that would be acceptable for both sides, in accordance with the UN Charter and international law.

Greek Foreign Minister Dora Bakoyanis has stated in Brussels that with regards to Kosovo, Athens will continue having a responsible policy, without rushed out decisions. The Greek media report that she stated that the criteria for Athens’ decisions regarding the province would be preservation of peace and stability, as well as wider Greek interests in the region. In any case, the road of Serbia and West Balkans towards the EU must be continued through concrete steps, underlined Bakoyanis. She said that the decision on recognizing potential independence of Kosovo should be made by every country individually, but that it is also the subject for further discussion, not only in Europe, but with regional countries as well. Asked whether Greece would recognize independence of Kosovo, Bakoyanis responded that Athens would consider the situation. 

Fleiner: Serbia has all chances of winning the case (Tanjug)

Renowned Swiss professor of international law and legal advisor of the Serbian negotiating team Thomas Fleiner has assessed that Serbia, in case of engaging the International Court of Law in regards to Kosovo, would have all the chances of winning that case. According to Article 96 of the UN Charter, the General Assembly or the SC can ask for advise on some dispute from that court, specified Fleiner, adding that in the case of Serbia it might be the opinion on interpreting UNSCR 1244. With regards to another way, if some country would recognize Kosovo’s independence, Serbia could sue that state on the basis of UNSCR 1244 and international law, pointed Fleiner. Serbian President Boris Tadic has announced that Serbia will start the initiative for the UN SC to ask for the opinion on the legality of Kosovo’s independence. 

Disclaimer
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