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Main Stories                    13 December 2007
__________________________________________________
· Russia asks UN SC not to allow declaration of independence (Koha Ditore)
· Der Spiegel: Thaçi and Tadic speak on the phone? (Koha Ditore)

· Ivanovic: Opening of Serb office in Mitrovica is overdue (Koha Ditore)

· Krasniqi, Haliti, Limaj and Kuçi candidates for head of Assembly post (Zëri)

· Thaçi to begin negotiations with political parties today (dailies)
· LDK and AAK trying to block creation of institutions (Epoka e Re)

· LDK’s conditions (Express)

· Elections in Serbia on 20 January (Dailies)

· Gorazhdec’s black list (Express)

· Brown: No agreement was reached -Kosovo should be independent (dailies)

· Kosovo’s Government asks for the declaration of independence (dailies)

· Rücker’s and Sejdiu’s initiative to constitute the Assembly of Friday, fails (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Russia asks UN SC not to allow declaration of independence (Koha Ditore)
Russia is expected to call on the UN Security Council to prevent Kosovo from declaring independence. According to the paper, Russia has prepared a statement which calls on Pristina and Belgrade to continue searching for negotiated solution 
Koha Ditore claims to have received the statement, which the paper says will be submitted to the Security Council after 19 December.  
Der Spiegel: Thaçi and Tadic speak on the phone? (Koha Ditore)
The paper carries an article from the German newspaper Der Spiegel which says that incoming Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and Serbian President Boris Tadic speak occasionally on the phone. The claims have however been denied by PDK spokeswoman Vlora Çitaku. “No. This does not stand,” she said.
Ivanovic: Opening of the Serb office in Mitrovica is late (Koha Ditore)
SLKM leader Oliver Ivanovic told Belgrade news agency FoNet that he expected a strong reaction to the opening of the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo’s office in the northern part of Mitrovica. Ivanovic said that unlike the CCK “which has worked for years and has also been recognized by the international community”, the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo has never been accepted as a partner.

He said offices of this nature should have been opened a long time ago, in particular in Serb enclaves. 

Krasniqi, Haliti, Limaj and Kuçi candidates for head of Assembly post (Zëri)
According to the paper, PDK deputy leaders – Fatmir Limaj and Hajredin Kuçi - General Secretary, Jakup Krasniqi, and Xhavit Haliti, a member of the party’s presidency, are the most talked about figures to take on the post as head of the Kosovo Assembly. 

Paper’s sources say two of the individuals mentioned will also be part of the Assembly’s presidency but did not specify which two. It is reported that Limaj was added to the list of potential candidates to lead the Assembly after he failed to win the post of Pristina mayor.

Thaçi to begin negotiations with political parties today (dailies)
PDK leader Hashim Thaçi yesterday continued consultations with leaders of political parties by meeting LDD, AAK and ORA representatives. Thaçi said that after this round of consultations he will begin concrete consultations for the creation of a new coalition government. He did not say how long he will need to do this but that this will happen soon. 

LDK and AAK trying to block creation of institutions (Epoka e Re)
The paper quotes a source saying that Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu had a secret meeting with senior officials of AAK led by Ahmet Isufi on Wednesday and that the meeting took place a day after PDK and LDK agreed, in principle, to enter a coalition with a possibility of including Behgjet Pacolli’s AKR.

The source also said that AAK officials asked Sejdiu not to agree to enter a coalition with PDK alone and that LDK and AAK are trying to block creation of new institutions before January 2008. 

The paper quotes another unnamed source from AAK saying that the party is insisting by all means to be part of the PDK-LDK coalition and is pushing to continue its leadership of the energy and trade ministries.

LDK’s conditions (Express)
Express writes that LDK has agreed to a coalition with PDK but is waiting to see just how much power Hashim Thaçi will offer it. The paper says that Fatmir Sejdiu, in order to maintain the post of Kosovo President, is in favour of a coalition with PDK. The paper quotes sources saying that Thaçi would not mind if AKR is part of the new ruling coalition.

Elections in Serbia on 20 January (Dailies)
Papers report that that head of Serbian Assembly Oliver Dulic has announced the date for presidential elections in Serbia. Elections have been slated for 20 January 2008 with a possibility of the second round being held on 3 February.

Gorazhdec’s black list (Express)
The paper reports that members of the Serb community that took part in Kosovo elections on 17 November are being targeted. The paper says that it has a document prepared by the CCK in Gorazhdec which lists the name of 18 Serbs who voted in the elections. The letter is intended for the advisor to the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, Miodrag Todorovic. The document recommends sanctioning of these Serbs because “they are working against the interests of Serbia”.
Brown: No agreement was reached -Kosovo should be independent (dailies)

A day ahead of the meeting of the heads of EU States in Brussels, British Prime Minister Gordon Brown said in London that the EU will take over the responsibility for Kosovo.
“We believe that Kosovo should move towards a supervised independence. It was impossible to reach any agreement between Albanians and Serbs,” papers quoted Brown as saying.
Kosovo’s Government asks for the declaration of independence (dailies)

After their regular meeting on Wednesday, the Government of Kosovo said the time has come to declare independence and move ahead with the request for international recognition. 

“Kosovo’s Government considers that after the end of the process of 120 days, any form or possibility for continuation or new negotiations is exhausted. The time to make decisions has come and therefore the Government of Kosovo considers that the Unity Team and all other political forces in Kosovo should be focused on a declaration of independence for Kosovo,” papers quoted government spokesperson, Avni Arifi, as saying. 

Arifi said that the government has requested that at a meeting of EU States on 15 December, participants recognize the reality in Kosovo and decide on the recognition of a declaration of independence of Kosovo.  

Rücker’s and Sejdiu’s initiative to constitute the Assembly of Friday, fails (Zëri)

Based on the discussion that took place between the members of the political parties and the Head of the Assembly of Kosovo Kolë Berisha, it was understood that under party consultations have not yet been concluded due to the delay of the receipt of the list of names of certified deputies. Therefore, initial procedures to invite a consultative session could not be completed, the paper quotes a press release issued on Wednesday after the meeting with the Head of Assembly, Berisha. 

According to the Assembly Public Relations Office, Berisha informed those who were present at the meeting that it is preference of the UNMIK Head Joachim Rücker and of Kosovo President, that the constitutional session with the new composition should take place on 14 December, the paper reports. 

Rücker advised Berisha to begin with the administrative procedures for the 120 new certified deputies, whose names were sent to the Assembly on Wednesday morning, and that the first Assembly session should take place within 30 days from the day of the certification of the elections results, paper quoted UNMIK’s spokesperson Alexander Ivanko as saying.  

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Brown: There was no agreement – Kosovo to become independent

· Thaçi and Dinkic, “Nobel for Peace” in 2049

· Bush made it clear: USA supports independence

· Carla Del Ponte’s failure will be proven in Haradinaj case

· Der Spiegel: Thaçi and Tadic talk on the phone?

· Thaçi to open the offer box today

· Kremlin to the UN: Do not allow independence declaration
Other headlines
· UN accuses Serbia of ‘provocation’ in the north of Kosovo (2)
· Rice: Kosovo and Serbia can never be one (3)

· Samardzic: EU mission unacceptable (3)

· Serbia announces presidential elections for 20 January (3)

· Skopje increases security level on the verge of decisions on Kosovo (3)

· The registration of new Assembly members to start (4)

· Surroi in the conference: “What after 10 December?” in Ljubljana (4)

· Artemije: There is no Serbia without Kosovo (5)

· EU proposes independence steps (5)

· Behgjet Pacolli is made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan (7)
· Kosovo Government demands a decision for independence declaration (7)

· Ivanovic: The delayed office in Mitrovica (7)

· Workers of Serbia’s electrical corporation want to indict UNMIK (8)

· The end of the mission (10)
Zëri

Front page   
· What government does Kosovo need in 2008?
· Editorial: There is no waiting for independence

· Rücker’s and Sejdiu’s initiative to constitute the Assembly on Friday fails

· Brown: We support independence for the people of Kosovo

· LDK awaits more concrete offers from PDK

· Presidential elections in Serbia to be held on 20 January
Other headlines

· Krasniqi, Haliti, Limaj and Kuçi candidates for Kosovo Assembly Speaker (2)
· Thaçi ends consultations, he starts negotiations with LDK and AKR today (3)

· Reemphasizing of commitment for Ahtisaari’s plan (3)

· Bush and Napolitano discussed Kosovo status solution (4)

· Belgrade objects to the coming of EU mission in Kosovo (4)

· Bakoyanis: It is still early for the recognition of Kosovo (4)

· West is preparing to implement Ahtisaari’s plan and to recognise Kosovo (5)

· EU acknowledges declaration of Kosovo independence in February 2008 (5)

· General de Marnhac meets with Montenegro’s senior security officials (5)

· UNMIK asks Belgrade to close down its office in Mitrovica (6)

· The outgoing government requests Unity Team to declare independence immediately (6)

· Pacolli made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan (7)

· Sejdiu: Only a few days separate us from the final act of Kosovo’s independence (9)
Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Scenario, recognition of independence starts after February

· Eqrem Kryeziu, we do not touch the President

· Editorial: Imposition of the formula

· Independence is coming

· 30 Serb families return
 

Other headlines

· Çeku cabinet to draft emergency plans (2)
· UNMIK awaits instructions for the office (2)
· De Marnhac in Montenegro (2)
· Lists arrive in the Assembly (3)

· PDK talks to LDD and ORA (3)

· Rice: Kosovo and Serbia never again together (4)

· Russia against unilateral declaration (4)

· Behgjet Pacolli is made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page   
· AAK: LDK do not betray us

· Brown: Britain supports supervised independence for Kosovo
· Bush and Napolitano with the same stances on Kosovo’s independence
· Pacolli is made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan
· Çeku government demands the declaration of independence
Other headlines

· EU to be informed in February on independence declaration, recognition by its member states to follow (2)
· EU to approve conclusions on Kosovo on Friday (2)

· Lavrov: Kosovo’s inc/ would create a precedent (2)

· Perino: Kosovo is closer to independence (2)

· Germany reacts to Tadic’s warning (2)

· D’Alema: USA supports Italy’s initiative for Kosovo (2)

· Samardzic: Serbia will not accept the EU mission in Kosovo (2)

· Serbia’s provocation (3)

· Plasnik: Austria supports Kosovo’s independence (30

· Kolë Berisha should hurry up (4)

· Sejdiu: Only a few days separate us from Kosovo’s independence (4)
· PDK without agreement with LDD, AAK and ORA (5)
Express

Front page

· LDK’s conditions

· Gorazdec’s black list

· USA increases pressure

· Assembly to be constituted on Friday

· Impossible mission in the Balkans
Other headlines

· [Rice] Never again (2)
· It’s early for independence (6)

· They are over with the small ones (6)

· Elections in Serbia to be held on 20 January (7)

· Provocation for Serbia (9)
Lajm
Front page
· Behgjet Pacolli is made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan
· Customs with 53 officers under investigations
· Thaçi give the ‘visa’ to Surroi
· President, part of the bargain
· [Agim Çeku] Thinks for himself after status
Other headlines

· Wisner: Time to make decisions (2)
· Serbia objects to the deployment of the new mission in Kosovo (2)

· Bakoyiannis: 1244 is a sufficient base for the new mission (2)

· Belgrade induces conflict (2)

· Serbia truly has no sovereignty oven Kosovo (3)

· COMKFOR visits Montenegro (4)

· The Assembly could be constituted on Friday (4)

· It’s time for the declaration of independence (5)

· Bulgaria sees no other solution but Ahtisaari’s plan (5)

· Cyprus cannot prevent Kosovo’s independence (5)
Bota Sot
Front page
· Wisner: It’s important that Kosovo becomes independent!

· The Assembly – the true home of democracy in Kosovo

· PDK and LDD officials with no concrete agreement, AAK is waiting!

· The new Assembly to be constituted latest by Monday

· Behgjet Pacolli is made an honorary citizen of Kazakhstan
Other headlines 
· Washington and Rome with approximate stances (2)
· Sejdiu and Thaçi represent Kosovo (2)

· USA supports Italy’s initiative on Kosovo (2)

· Rücker insists the next Assembly meeting to be held on 14 December (3)

· Serbia measures the pulse in Kosovo (4)

· KFOR will continue to offer a safe and secure environment (4)

· Serbian government actions in Kosovo are illegal and will be punished (5)

· Kosovo should go towards independence (6)
InfoPress 
Front page
· Selection of allies

· EU to recognise Kosovo in February?

· Britain supports independence

· UNMIK is waiting for the signal
Other headlines 
· Bush-Napolitano discuss Kosovo (2)

· Ahtisaari’s plan to be implemented (3)

· Moon has not changed the stance (3)

· Kosovo’s inc, a real solution (4)

· USA pro Italian  initiative on Kosovo (4)

· Greece: It’s early for independence (4)

· [Wisner] Decision on status soon (5)

· Office of the Serb crisis, or Serb diplomatic office in the state of Kosovo? (5)

· Çeku does not know the date, but demands declaration of independence! (6)

· Marnhac met Montenegrin militaries (6)
Belgrade Media Highlights

· Rice: Continuation of negotiations pointless (RTS)

· State Department: We are moving towards Ahtisaari’s plan (Tanjug)

· US wants to reduce risk of violence in Kosovo (Beta)

· Brown against new NATO forces in Kosovo (Tanjug)

· Merkel: EU has a key role in resolving Kosovo issue (Tanjug)

· Plassnik: Austria for Ahtisaari’s plan (Tanjug)

· Lavrov: Effects of independence of Kosovo perilous (Tanjug)

· Titov: Unilateral solutions for Kosovo dangerous (RTS/Tanjug)

· EU to “acknowledge” Kosovo independence (B92/Beta/Tanjug)

· Serbia against deployment of EU mission without a UN SC decision (RTS/Tanjug)

· Kosovo Serb representatives submitted a declaration to the Serbian Parliament (RTS/Tanjug)

· Bakradze: Rumors on Kosovo threat to Georgia (Tanjug)

· De Marnhac: KFOR readier than ever to respond to threats (Tanjug)

· Del Ponte on friendship between UNMIK chiefs and Haradinaj (B92/Tanjug)

· Serbian Ministry for Kosovo acquainted UNMIK with opening of its Office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Danas)

· Presidential elections scheduled for January 20 (RTS)

Rice: Continuation of negotiations pointless (RTS)

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice has stated that continuation of negotiations on the future status of Kosovo between Belgrade and Pristina would be “pointless” and once again supported Martti Ahtisaari’s plan on supervised independence of the province. In an interview to USA Today, Rice voiced hope that Russia also supports stability in the Balkans, adding that she had been encouraging European leaders during the recent talks to do everything in their power in order to open European perspectives to Serbia. “Both Kosovo and Serbia should continue the road towards the future, separate but related futures. The way to do this is to open a strong European perspective to Serbia. I have encouraged our European allies to do everything they can in order to encourage that perspective,” said Rice.

State Department: We are moving towards Ahtisaari’s plan (Tanjug)

The US believes that future diplomatic activities regarding the Kosovo crisis will be directed towards Ahtisaari’s plan, State Department spokesperson Sean McCormack said. He assessed that the US is now considering a way towards reaching that plan. He would not reply to a question about Moscow’s initiative for the continuation of talks on the status of Kosovo, as in the case of the Israeli-Palestine peace process, assessing that any parallel between the two issues is unacceptable as, according to him, the US has assessed that the Kosovo crisis is unique and that in time some concrete actions should be taken.

US wants to reduce risk of violence in Kosovo (Beta)

The US intends to take efforts in order that violence in Kosovo be evaded, White House spokesperson Dana Perino said. She said that the US has already been taking actions on the international plane in order to prevent any risk of escalation of conflicts in Kosovo. She would not say what Washington would if Kosovo Albanians unilaterally proclaim independence of the province, but emphasized that both sides expressed a wish to continue with the political process in cooperation with the UN, EU and the US so peace and stability in Kosovo and the region are preserved.

Brown against new NATO forces in Kosovo (Tanjug)

British PM Gordon Brown said he is against deployment of additional NATO forces to Kosovo, stating that would be too early at this moment. He assessed that internationally supervised independence would provide Kosovo Albanians with all the rights, but under conditions that would not lead to violence and infringement of the human rights of Serbs and other non-Albanians. He emphasized that the EU bears the most responsibility in the Kosovo process and therefore all measures should be taken so peace and stability in the region are preserved.

Merkel: EU has a key role in resolving Kosovo issue (Tanjug)

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said that the EU plays a key role in resolving the Kosovo issue. She told Bundestag that Berlin and Brussels regret the failure of the negotiations, but that they intend to invest maximal efforts in order that a solution be found as soon as possible. She emphasized it is necessary for EU member-states to closely cooperate in that process and adopt a joint stand as soon as possible.

Plassnik: Austria for Ahtisaari’s plan (Tanjug)

Austrian Foreign Minister Ursula Plassnik said that possibilities for reaching compromise for Kosovo have been exhausted and that supervised independence, as proposed by Ahtisaari, is the only realistic basis for resolving that issue. Speaking of Kosovo, we are entering a very important phase, Plassnik said in Vienna, adding that unity on that issue has been increased within the EU. 

Lavrov: Effects of independence of Kosovo perilous (Tanjug)

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov again warned that recognition of a unilaterally proclaimed independence of Kosovo could have far-reaching and dangerous effects on the stability of Balkans and many regions all over the world – such as a brutal breach of the UN Charter and basic norms of international law, which would create a precedent not only for the Balkans. He told BBC that B&H, Macedonia and Montenegro and other countries in the world with similar ethnic conflicts and separatist movements could also feel those effects.

Titov: Unilateral solutions for Kosovo dangerous (RTS/Tanjug)

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister emphasized in talks with British Ambassador to Russia Anthony Branton that unilateral solutions curbing legal norms and a random interpretation of UNSCR 1244 are dangerous in the process of resolving the Kosovo issue. He emphasized it is necessary to continue with diplomatic efforts for the purpose of reaching an acceptable solution for the status of Kosovo, on the basis of the progress reached by the Troika in the direct dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina, the Russian Foreign Ministry announced.

EU to “acknowledge” Kosovo independence (B92/Beta/Tanjug)

The EU is expected to “acknowledge” Kosovo’s proclamation of independence, according to sources. However, while the EU will acknowledge that Kosovo has proclaimed independence, it will allow every individual member-state to decide on its own whether to recognize Kosovo’s independence of not, sources from Brussels have told Beta. Such a solution for the Kosovo status question was conceived based on the case of Montenegro, which proclaimed independence from Serbia in 2006. However, officials from the EU Council of Ministers add that it is very important to see what happens within the United Nations Security Council, and that the EU is not close to such a solution as yet. But, if the EU does reach a united stance, the adopted decision would not include the word “independence”, rather each individual member-state would be allowed to recognize Kosovo’s independence at its own discretion. The Slovenian presidency is expected to schedule an extraordinary meeting of the Council of Ministers in February in order for EU member-states to make their opinions known, with the expectation that “twenty or so countries will quickly recognize Kosovo.” The United States will do so too, as will some Balkans neighbors and the majority of “Muslim countries.” However, the whole process could take months, which is why it is important for the EU to begin its mission in Kosovo to maintain the “rule of law,” which would, in a timeframe of 90 to 120 days replace UNMIK, thus beginning limited implementation of Martti Ahtisaari’s internationally-supervised independence plan. 

Serbia against deployment of EU mission without a UN SC decision (RTS/Tanjug)

Serbian Minister for Kosovo Slobodan Samardzic said that Serbia has sent a clear message to the EU that it energetically opposes the arrival of an EU mission in Kosovo, as that would mean the commencement of the implementation of Ahtisaari’s plan. He told Tanjug that the issue of a new mission in Kosovo can be resolved only after compromise has been reached in the UN SC. Serbia expects the EU to consider the reasons of Belgrade’s principled stance that a EU mission is not welcome on Serbian territory, he said and pointed out it would be very bad for Brussels to ignore Serbia’s stance and make an illegitimate decision on sending a EU mission to implement the rejected plan by Ahtisaari, as such a decision would cause serious problems in Serbian-EU relations.

Kosovo Serb representatives submitted a declaration to the Serbian Parliament (RTS/Tanjug)

The chairperson of the Serbian Parliament Committee for Kosovo, Vladimir Milentijevic, Kosovo Serb representatives and Bishop Artemije submitted a Vidovdan Declaration to Serbian Parliament Speaker Oliver Dulic and MP whips, which contains some 71,000 signatures expressing the will of Serbs and other non-Albanians for Kosovo to remain part of Serbia. Kosovo Serb political leader Marko Jaksic said that the declaration also represents a request for state organs to fight for Kosovo to the very end. We do not accept any replacement of territory for development and inclusion in the EU, since if Serbia would start integration with states recognizing independence of Kosovo, it would become an accessory to the seizing of 15% of its own territory, Jaksic emphasized.

Bakradze: Rumors on Kosovo threat to Georgia (Tanjug)

Rumors about the future status of Kosovo represent a threat to Georgia, said David Bakradze, the Georgian Minister in charge of resolving conflicts with the seceded regions of Abkhasia and Southern Ossetya. He is quoted by the website Georgia Online in Russian as saying that Russia, in case of an international recognition of independence of Kosovo, is planning to recognize those separatist Georgian regions. Unilateral acts by Russia could cause an escalation of tension in the conflict zone, which would represent an issue not only for Georgia, but for many other countries as well, including Russia, he said.

De Marnhac: KFOR readier than ever to respond to threats (Tanjug)

KFOR Commander Xavier De Marnhac said that international forces in Kosovo, which number 16,500 soldiers, are readier than ever to respond to any threat to stability in the province. He told Tanjug that KFOR would secure safety for Serbs who decide to continue living in Kosovo. He said he does not believe that violence will break out in the province and added he counts on the good will of Kosovo citizens and political leaders. He emphasized that KFOR has operative plans in case of violence and has been closely cooperating with the Kosovo Police Service and the UNMIK police.

Del Ponte on friendship between UNMIK chiefs and Haradinaj (B92/Tanjug)

ICTY Chief Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte has strongly criticized UNMIK. Her statement came because of their “irresponsible attitude on a number of occasions towards ICTY indictee Ramush Haradinaj, particularly because of the friendship between the chiefs of that Mission and the war crimes suspect. “I have nothing against friendship, but if you have placards on which an UNMIK chief backs Haradinaj, this may cause serious problems,” Del Ponte, who will be replaced by Belgian judge Serge Brammertz on 1 January, said at a farewell press conference in New York. They claimed that security depended on Haradinaj, a war crime suspect, she said. “We know this because we have investigated that case and the indictment has been confirmed,” Del Ponte added. 

Serbian Ministry for Kosovo acquainted UNMIK with opening of its Office in Kosovska Mitrovica (Danas)

The Serbian Ministry for Kosovo has acquainted timely international officials and UNMIK with the intention to establish the Office in Kosovska Mitrovica and  at the time there was no single negative reaction or objection from their side, the Ministry’s spokesperson Daniela Nikolic told Danas. “The opening of the regional office of the Ministry for Kosovo in Kosovska Mitrovica is part of the regular activities of the Serbian state bodies towards improving the position of Serbs and other non-Albanians in the province. It is known that there have existed in the past offices of the former CCK and offices of municipal coordinators and heads of districts in regions where Serbs, Gorani, Boshniaks, Romas and others live. These offices are appointed by the Serbian Government and they have also been accepted in the past as legitimate by the international and interim institutions in Kosovo,” explained Nikolic.

Presidential elections scheduled for January 20 (RTS)

Serbian Parliament Speaker Oliver Dulic has scheduled presidential elections for 20 January, 2008. He expressed expectations that the elections will present an opportunity for the Serbian society to display political maturity and strengthen democratic values and stability. That is very important, bearing in mind the challenges Serbia has been facing now and which refer to the preservation of the state sovereignty and territorial integrity, Dulic emphasized.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















