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· Kusari- Lila: Customs tax on Serbian products is irreversible (Koha)

· UNMIK’s actions in the north are discriminatory (dailies)

· Do you remember UNMIK? (Express) 

Kosovo Media Highlights

Witness X with serious accusations against Limaj (Koha)

Koha Ditore claims to have secured a copy of the 200-page testimony that witness X in the Kleçka Case gave to EULEX officials about alleged crimes committed by the former Kosovo Liberation Army. 

The witness, who was a former supervisor at the Kleçka prison established and run by the KLA in 1998-1999, told a special prosecutor that Fatmir Limaj, formerly known by the nom de guerre Commander Steel, gave firm orders that whoever would release Blerim Kuçi, a former KLA commander, from prison would be executed. Kuçi was seen as a deserter and there were firm orders not to release him. 

“When Blerim Kuçi was released following an order by Sokol Dobruna, Fatmir Limaj started cursing him. Blerim Kuçi was a commander in the Suhareka Zone. According to hearsay, he allegedly told his soldiers to drop arms and flee to Albania. This was the reason why Fatmir arrested him and personally delivered him to Kleçka prison,” said witness X in his testimony to EULEX.

Kuçi: Kosovo is not afraid from its past (dailies)

Several dailies quote Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister and Justice Minister Hajredin Kuçi as saying that “Kosovo is willing to cooperate with international justice institutions and is interested to reveal the truth about our country’s past as soon as possible”. Kuçi made these comments in relation to the EU’s decision to set up a task force that will investigate allegations made by former Swiss senator Dick Marty.

“Kosovo is not afraid from the truth about its past. Kosovo is interested to know the truth. The Government of Kosovo, from the beginning, has been willing to cooperate and has cooperate with international justice in revealing the truth as soon as possible, and this will be easier for Kosovo and its citizens,” Kuçi said after a meeting with heads of the Institute for the Investigation of War Crimes in Kosovo.

A recipe for reconciliation (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, Enver Hoxhaj, said at the international conference in Sarajevo “Western Balkans: Progress, Stagnation or Regress,” that reconciliation in Balkans is necessary and unavoidable. However, Hoxhaj stressed that reconciliation in Balkans cannot be done by manipulating the past, and it cannot be complete if it is only imposed from the outside. “In fact, for a reconciliation, a clear vision of the future does not mean to fade away the past. The bitter past for all of us, should be a space for a lesson and not manipulation,” said Hoxhaj.  

Petrovic: Division of Kosovo, a failed option (Express) 

Express reports that Kosovo’s Deputy Prime Minister Slobodan Petrovic, is certain that nothing from the official ideas  of Belgrade officials for division of Kosovo will be realized. According to him, not only that the option is harmful for Serbs in Kosovo, but it also endangers the entire region. The Minister of the Local Government said that he would manage to create the new municipality of Mitrovica.
Jeremic: Conditioning Serbia with Kosovo would be a mistake (dailies)
Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said it would be a great mistake to condition Serbia’s further steps toward the European Union with pressure referring to the dialogue with Kosovo, dailies report. Jeremic, who made these remarks after a meeting with his Slovakian counterpart in Bratislava, also said that Serbia is very committed to securing its future in the European Union but it cannot accept concessions in the process of dialogue that would violate the constitutional position of Serbia.

LDK: Çeku-Rexhepi memorandum – antidemocratic (dailies)

The Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) has expressed concerns over certain initiatives by the Thaçi Government in the area of security. Although it has taken it several weeks, the biggest opposition party reacted on Monday against a draft memorandum between the KSF Minister and Interior Minister for equipping the KSF with policing competencies. 

“Following numerous reactions by the Assembly, civil society and NATO about this document, we believe that the memorandum implies a dangerous tendency that is common only for countries with anti-democratic governance,” said Gazmend Muhaxheri, head of LDK security experts’ team. “The memorandum only limits the goals of the KSF to turn into an army, because the military role and obligations have been removed and turned into policing tasks. Ultimately, the memorandum does not enjoy the support of our allies, such as NATO, and falls in contravention with international agreements.”

Zëri reports that the LDK is against the deployment of police units in the northern part of Kosovo and believes that authority there can be exercised only by convincing Serb extremists. 

Chief Prosecutor Vreeswijk leaves EULEX (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that the Chief prosecutor of many promises, Johannes van Vreeswijk, will leave EULEX at the time when the mission started to harvest what was sawn and proclaimed by Vreeswijk himself. The contract of the man that for some time became symbol of the war against corruption in Kosovo, due to EULEX actions of raid in April of the last year, and two interviews in Koha Ditore, with EULEX is expiring. According to the sources of this daily, both EULEX and Vreeswijk, lack the will to extend the contract. 
Kusari- Lila: Customs tax on Serbian products is irreversible (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that during a roundtable in Rahovec on challenges and perspective of economic development, Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila said the Government’s decision to impose a tax on products from Serbia and Bosnia that enter Kosovo is irreversible. The 10 percent tax will be implemented from mid-June and if it does not produce concrete results Kosovo could totally block products from these two countries as a reaction to their decision for not allowing the movement of Kosovar products in their markets since the declaration of Kosovo’s independence. 

UNMIK’s actions in the north are discriminatory (Koha/Epoka)

Koha Ditore, Epoka e Re and Bota Sot report that Mitrovica municipal officials have qualified UNMIK’s actions in the northern part of Mitrovica as discriminatory. “In northern Mitrovica, the UNMIK administration has constantly executed an unprincipled and biased policy,” said Mitrovica deputy mayor Riza Haziri on Monday at the meeting of the security committee. 

Haziri referred to UNMIK’s policy for the reconstruction of houses burnt during the war. “Serbs were constantly allowed to buy and build in properties owned by Albanians, whereas Albanians were not even allowed to rebuild their burnt houses,” he added.
Do you remember UNMIK? (Express) 
Express reports that the entire UNMIK in Kosovo has 418 people, eight from whom are soldiers and police officers. However, the mission that many have started to forget, spends over 40 million dollars per year. The most recent news about this mission is that it has redesigned its web page, writes this daily. This is a sign that UNMIK is still alive, but more virtually than on paper, continues Express, adding that the mission has devaluated to that extent that it is almost forgotten. It existence is reminded only by its chief Lamberto Zannier, with his quarterly reporting at the UN Security Council.  

Lamberto Zannier has not been invited at the Warsaw Summit or the ceremony in Rome, where senior representatives of different states, including Kosovo, were invited, says this daily, adding that this was also confirmed by UNMIK Spokesperson Olivier Salgado.  
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Front page

· Witness X with serious accusations against Limaj

· Chief prosecutor Vreeswijk leaves EULEX

· Kuçi: Kosovo is not afraid from its past

· Kusari-Lila: Customs tax on Serbia is irreversible

· Bugajski: Serbia to recognize Kosovo before joining EU

· Der Spiegel: Attempt for coup in Pristina

· Indictment against Doctor of Death and Israeli national Harel

· Data on Serb crimes in Kosovo

Other headlines

· LDK: Çeku-Rexhepi memorandum – anti-democratic (3)

· Thaçi congratulates Erdogan (3)

· De Marnhac meets representatives of NGOs (3)

· Jeremic: Conditioning Serbia with Kosovo would be a mistake (3)

· Prosecution proposes extension of detention, defence opposes (5)

· Police in search of weapons arsenal near Shtërpce (5)

· Municipality says UNMIK’s actions in the north are discriminatory (15)

Zëri

Front page

· Government with embargo

· War Veterans are not convinced with words

· Kurti: Kosovo engulfed in terrible trade deficit

· LDK against deployment of police in the north

· Capussela: What citizens know and can do about the PTK

· Xharra: Moral and patriotic anarchy
Other headlines

· Jeremic: Serbia’s conditioning by EU would be a mistake (2)
· Gordon begins Balkans tour (4)

· Hoxhaj: Reconciliation, not by manipulating the past (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kleçka case, the decision in two days

· Editorial: The memorandum of trouble

· EU obliges parties in dialogue?

· Babst: Balkans, NATO’s unfinished business

Other headlines

· Institute for Investigation of War Crimes begins work (2)

· Monitors in the constitutional committee (2)

· Draft law on war values is not ready (3)

· Kosovo Government welcomes investigations into Marty’s allegations (3)

· LDK accuses Thaçi for trying to create a police state (5)
Epoka e Re

Front page

· Murat Jashari does not deny his candidature for President

· Census results on 23 June

· Pacolli ready to face the opposition at the Assembly

· Argue about Police 

Other headlines

· Hoxhaj: Reconciliation in Balkans must happen (2)

· To NATO, Balkans is an unfinished job (2)

· Jeremic: Conditioning of Serbia with Kosovo, EU’s major mistake (3)

· Serbs burned NATO flag (3)

· Haradinaj’s role in war and peace, valued (5)

· Kuçi: Politics will not impede argumentation of genocide (6)

· Promise serious engagement on agriculture and trade development (8)

· Mujota informs about the achievements of the Ministry of Infrastructure (8)

· Another PTK success during 2010 (9)

· Decision on “Kleçka” case in two days (10)

· UNMIK makes unprincipled and biased politics (10)

Express

Front page

· How was the license transferred?

·  Do you remember UNMIK?

· Mustafa: I do not have names

· Another accusation for “Medicus”

Other headlines

· Mushkolaj: Wolves’ valley (2)

· Division of Kosovo, a failed option (4)

· Harmonize legislation (4)

· Recipe for reconciliation (5)

· Serbia should not be conditioned by dialogue (5)

· KLA veteran continue with the strike (7)

· To decide later (8)

Bota Sot

Front page

· The truth about Serbian crimes in Kosovo, to be investigated 12 years later

· Fatmir Limaj’s “fate” to be known on Wednesday

· Hoxhaj: No reconciliation in Balkans by manipulating the past

· LDK objects politicization of Kosovo Police 

Other headlines

· Over passing Assembly, violates sovereignty (2)

· Feith says that independent CBK, helps Kosovo reputation (4)

· Kosovo needs Ramush Haradinaj (5)

· Mujota: Kosovo expects support from Great Britain (7)

· UNMIK still acts with two “faces” in Mitrovica (9)

· Mujota says that motorway is increasing (9)

· EULEX raised two charges on “Medicus” case (11)
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