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Main Stories                    14 December 2007
__________________________________________________
· Agreement on ruling coalition on either Friday or Saturday? (dailies)

· Ischinger: Majority in EU will react positively to independence 
(Koha Ditore)

· Çeku: I have suffered a lot (Express)

· West says no to Kremlin (Koha Ditore)

· Rehn: Kosovo status by spring (dailies)

· Guldimann: Independence of Kosovo in January or February 

(Koha Ditore)

· UNMIK gives green light for provisional release of Haradinaj (Zëri)

· Monk and Ahmeti say police will not surrender under any situation (dailies)

· Albin Kurti calls for referendum (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Agreement on ruling coalition on either Friday or Saturday? (dailies)

Dailies report on the front page that negotiations on a new ruling coalition between the PDK and LDK have again ended without concrete results, as the second meeting between Hashim Thaçi and Fatmir Sejdiu failed to find the formula for the new Government of Kosovo.

A reliable source told Express that President Fatmir Sejdiu was very uptight on Thursday, unlike the two previous days, maybe because present at the meeting was LDK deputy leader Eqrem Kryeziu, the man who is openly against a “marriage” between the LDK and PDK.

However, in their press conference after the meeting, Thaçi and Sejdiu left the impression that a PDK-LDK coalition is possible. 

Unnamed sources told Express that the PDK leader is interested in finding the formula for the next government until Saturday morning, as on Sunday he and Sejdiu will travel to New York for the session of the United Nations Security Council on Wednesday.

On the other hand, Epoka e Re and Infopress report on their front pages that the coalition will be reached today (Friday). According to Epoka e Re, Daci’s LDD and the AAK will remain in the opposition. Infopress quotes AKR leader Behgjet Pacolli as saying, “I will play a very constructive role in the government, but if it is needed even in the opposition.”
Ischinger: Majority in EU will react positively to independence (Koha Ditore)
EU Envoy in the Contact Group Troika, Wolfgang Ischinger, in an interview for Koha Ditore said it is correct to say that there was no status agreement during the 120 days of additional talks but that this should not be considered as a failure on the part of the Troika but on the part of the two sides. 

Ischinger said that recognition of independence is not a collective EU issue but that it is up to EU individual states to decide what to do. “My impression is that if the Kosovo leadership continues to prove the readiness that it has already expressed, to work closely with its partners in Europe and elsewhere, to consider the future steps, I think we can create a coordinated process whereby a majority of states would react positively to decisions taken by Pristina,” Ischinger told the paper.

Çeku: I have suffered a lot (Express)

Express runs an interview with Prime Minister Agim Çeku in which he says that he had a difficult job as Prime Minister, “as they would not allow me to make any changes”. Asked about his opinion about Hashim Thaçi as the next Prime Minister, Çeku said Thaçi will be in a better position. “He won the elections, he had a long campaign, he made concrete promises, he can choose the coalition partner and he can appoint ministers. Therefore, he is in a better position to be successful and I wish him all the success. His success will be Kosovo’s success. But it won’t be easy for him – because he has made big promises that are difficult to implement,” Çeku added.

West says no to Kremlin (Koha Ditore)

Western forces rejected the Russian Federation’s request that the Security Council should determine the issue of Kosovo in case the resolution which leads Kosovo towards definition of its final status fails to be approved. 

British Ambassador to the UN John Sawers as well as his U.S. counterpart Zalmay Khalilzad, were the first to refuse Russia’s offer. The Russian Federation requested the UN Security Council to ask Kosovo not to undertake any step towards declaration of its independence. 

According to U.S. Ambassador Khalilzad, negotiations are exhausted and now the time has come for the UN Security Council to decide, and if they do not make any decision there should be alternatives found outside the UN Security Council. On the other hand, Russian ambassador Vitaly Churkin remains with a positive opinion since he heard “some positive comments regarding some key issues”, that were proposed by Russia for the UN SC presidential declaration for Kosovo.  

Rehn: Kosovo status by spring (dailies)

Citing a Reuters article, papers report that EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said he expects Kosovo status to be resolved during the winter or the latest by spring, denying a report from earlier in the day in which he was quoted as saying that the status resolution would be postponed until spring. 

Finish newspaper Uutispaiva Demari admitted to misquoting Rehn. The Commissioner’s spokesperson also clarified the way Rehn made his statement in the Finnish language, dailies report. 

Guldimann: Independence of Kosovo in January or February (Koha Ditore)

The head of the OSCE in Kosovo, Ambassador Tim Guldimann, is quoted as saying that independence of Kosovo will be declared either in January or February and that there is a possibility of a conflict in the northern part of Kosovo once this happens. “Conflicts in the north of Kosovo where Serbs are a majority are possible,” Guldimann said in an interview for German WDR.

UNMIK gives green light for provisional release of Haradinaj (Zëri)

UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker is reported to have written to the ICTY that he will undertake all necessary measures to control the movements of former Kosovo Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj if he is to be provisionally released for end-of-year festivities. Rücker ensured the ICTY trial chamber that UNMIK is able to monitor Haradinaj during his time in Kosovo. 

Monk and Ahmeti say police will not surrender under any situation (dailies)

In a debate about the security situation after December 10 held in the Media Center in Çagllavica, UNMIK Police Commissioner Richard Monk said that now is the time when Kosovo should be united regardless of different ethnicities. “Police along with members of communities should come together,” Monk said. He pointed out that whatever happens to the status of Kosovo, the police will continue to serve the people of Kosovo and will not surrender. 

Monk rejected reports of disagreements between the Albanian and Serb members of KPS. “I am concerned with the level of rumours that are circulating at the moment. There is no conflict between the Serb and Albanian police officers in KPS,” Monk is quoted as saying in Zëri. 

In Express, Serb analysts who were present at the debate are quoted as saying that in case of Kosovo’s independence, Serbs will leave Kosovo from fear of violence.

Albin Kurti calls for referendum (Express)

Express reports that Vetëvendosja leader Albin Kurti insists that Kosovo’s independence should be secured through referendum. “Over the last 10 months, things have not changed much,” said Kurti. “It is important to say that in order to pacify the people and to reduce anger they have started talking about some declaration of independence next year.”

Kurti also said that if independence is not preceded by a referendum and in tandem with independence, and if the KPC does not become an army and the KPS is not under Kosovo’s control, “such a declaration of independence, instead of producing Kosovo’s independence from Serbia, will lead to the independence of Serb enclaves from Kosovo.”

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Majority of EU will react positively towards independence 

· Thaçi makes his offer to LDK, acts suspicious about the post of the President 

· Guldiman: Kosovo’s independence in January or February

· Olli Rehn: Kosovo’s status by spring 

· NATO does not expect riots after the declaration of Kosovo’s independence 

· Recognition of independence during Slovenian presidency  

· Serbia’s Government opens another office in Sharr 

Other headlines
· EU Parliament wants a debate over Kosovo (2)

· West says no to Kremlin (2)

· Evans: This is the EU’s chance (3)

· Scenarios for independence and after independence (5)

· Kosovo’s independence to be recognized after the UN SC Session (5)

· Ahtisaari optimistic about Kosovo (12)

· Police counts on KFOR in case of violence outbreak (13)

Zëri

Front page   
· Thaçi and Sejdiu get closer, expected Government coalition between PDK, LDK and AKR

· Ischinger: the new process will result with the declaration of independence 

· Strengthening of the Serb position and hesitations for the UNMIK and KFOR reaction

· Rehn: Status should be resolved during the  winter or the beginning of spring  

· UNMIK gives the green light for the temporary release of Ramush Haradinaj 

· West against the new negotiations, decision for Kosovo to be made outside UNSC 

Other headlines

· EU issues a declaration about the issue of Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo without government until after Christmas? (3)

· Rice: Kosovo and Serbia, never together anymore (4)

· Kostunica: Neither with pressure nor with award Serbia will not give up on Kosovo (4) 

· Rice and Lavrov talk about Kosovo over the phone (4)

· Marnack: We will not allow riots and destabilization of Kosovo (5)

· Monk and Ahmeti say that police will not surrender in any case (7)

· Serbs from the black list submit a law suit against the idealists of the lists (9)

· Sejdiu: If Serbia tries to use the violence in Kosovo, they have someone to fight with (13)  

Kosova Sot

Front page   
· SC rules out Russian proposal 

· PDK in coalition with LDK 

· Independence has no price 

Other headlines

· After the independence, EU Mission (3)

· Division of Kosovo in ethnic areas (4)

· Fidgerald: KFOR prepared for any situation (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Coalition today 

· LDK: We want a coalition only with the PDK 

· Rice: Russia should know that Kosovo and Serbia will never be together 

Other headlines

· Khalilzad: If the UN SC doesn’t bring any decision, the process will be taken care of outside the UN (2)

· Migira: ban Ki-moon supports Ahtisaari’s plan (2)

· Merkel thanks Ischinger (2)

· Kostunica: We don’t give up of internationally recognized borders (3)

· Rehn: Decision for the status of Kosovo to be postponed until spring (3)

· Pacolli: the coalition should be crated based on the programs (5)

Express

Front page   
· Coalition on Saturday 

· Troubles in the UN SC begins 

· I have suffered a lot 

· Time for decision in Kosovo 

Other headlines
· Delayed until spring (2)

· Spring of independence and Serb nationalism (4)

· Kurti continues to ask for referendum (6)

· Fear of independence (9) 

· No chance for compromise (10)

Lajm
Front page
· AKR agrees, LDK is thinking 

· There is no reason for fear 

· Mobilisation to prevent peace 

· Pristina and Skopje with a strategy 

Other headlines

· Future government to implement reforms (3)

· Rehn mentions delay of the status until spring (3)

· Monk: More safe in Kosovo then in Europe (4)

Bota Sot
Front page
· Political agreements to begin today 

· NATO is ready to support KFOR with additional forces 

· Independence then coalitions 

· Future government to create political stability and security

Other headlines 
· Rice: Kosovo and Serbia will never be together (2)

· Russian proposal for the continuation of the talks ruled out (2)

· Thaçi: Kosovo will have position and opposition (3)
· Kosovo’s final status to be decided in Spring (4)

InfoPress 
Front page
· Never together anymore 

· Solution outside the UN SC?

· Careful deputies

· Coalition today?

Other headlines 
· Kosovo informally on the agenda (3)

· Status in spring (5)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Russian proposal received by SC with interest (RTS/Tanjug)

· Lavrov and Rice discussed Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

· Margelov: US position in discord with international legal regulations (Tanjug)

· Jansa: EU leaders will not make decisions on Kosovo (Beta)

· EU greets scheduling of presidential elections in Serbia (Beta)

· Kostunica: Serbia will not concede right to territorial integrity (Beta)

· Djuric: Extremely significant stand of Rehn on continuation of negotiations (RTS/Tanjug) 

· Sutanovac: Security situation in southern Serbia stable (Beta)

· Wallonia worried over consequences of Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

· Church looted in village Banje, looter arrested (RTS/Tanjug)

Russian proposal received by SC with interest (RTS/Tanjug)

Many delegations of UN SC member states have received with interest the Russian draft of the presidential statement, which suggests continuation of the Kosovo talks, report the Russian media, quoting the statement of Russian Ambassador to the UN Vitalii Churkin. The media report that in spite of the US and EU representatives being against the adoption of such statement at the SC session scheduled for 19 December, Churkin expressed hope that Russia will manage to persuade the members of the highest UN body to adopt the proposed draft. 

Lavrov and Rice discussed Kosovo (RTS/Tanjug)

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and US State Secretary Condoleezza Rice had a phone conversation on the current situation in the process of resolving the status of Kosovo, the Russian Foreign Ministry states. The statement does not provide details of the conversation, except that it took place after the initiative of the Rice. The media in Moscow asses that Russian and US authorities are unable to reach an agreement on the steps that need to be taken after the failure of talks on Kosovo. As stated, the differences have been even more pronounced after Russia has submitted the draft of the presidential statement for the UN SC session, which calls for continuation of talks on the future status of the province. 

Margelov: US position in discord with international legal regulations (Tanjug)

The position of the US regarding Kosovo is in discord with the norms of international law, and Russia will exert maximum efforts to prevent unilateral secession of the Serbian province, stated President of the Russian Federation Council’s Board of International Affairs Mikhail Margelov. He told Itar-Tass that with the support of Washington, Pristina is blocking the negotiation initiatives of the international community. In comment to the announcement of the US that it will block the Russian initiative in the SC, aimed at resuming talks on Kosovo, Margelov reminded that Washington believes the Kosovo issue to be unique, but that it has never explained what makes it so. What is the difference between Kosovo and Northern Cyprus, South Osetya, Abkhasia, Northern Ireland and many other ethnic and religious enclaves worldwide, and what stops them from asking for independence after the model of Kosovo, asked Margelov. 

Jansa: EU leaders will not make decisions on Kosovo (Beta)

At the session in Brussels, EU leaders will not make any specific decisions on Kosovo, since they believe that an all-encompassing discussion in the UN SC is needed first, stated Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Jansa, whose country will soon take over the chairing of the EU. He resolutely denied the writing of the Herald Tribune that Slovenia had prepared a plan, according to which Great Britain, France, Germany and Italy would recognize independence of Kosovo, immediately after the presidential elections in Serbia in February next year, thus influencing other EU members to do the same. Beta finds out that EU leaders should support Serbia’s accelerated admission to the EU. As reported, they will take a stance that the present status of Kosovo is unsustainable and that the solution will represent a special case that will not be a precedent in international law. 

EU greets scheduling of presidential elections in Serbia (Beta)

The EU believes that the scheduling of presidential elections in Serbia is a good move, even though they will be held at a delicate moment, Beta finds out among diplomatic sources at the session of EU leaders in Lisbon. High Representative Javier Solana’s spokesperson Yuri Las said earlier that the EU expect the elections to be free and fair, as well as that the EU will carefully monitor them. The diplomats in Lisbon have confirmed that at the last session of EU heads of diplomacy there were talks about synchronizing further steps regarding Kosovo with the fact that Serbia is awaiting presidential elections. Those sources claim that there is truth in news of some European media that the prevailing position in the EU is that the process for Kosovo should be postponed for March next year. 

Kostunica: Serbia will not concede right to territorial integrity (Beta)

Serbian Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica has stated that the response to British Foreign Minister Gordon Brown, regarding his statement that Serbia should recognize independence of Kosovo in order to become a EU member, was given once and for all when he as the Prime Minister in the Republican Parliament took an oath of loyalty to the Republic of Serbia and its Constitution. I am sure that any representative of the Serbian Government will respond in the same manner to the offers for Serbia to concede any part of its territory in exchange for some other concessions, Kostunica underlined in his statement. The Prime Minister has repeated that Serbia will not under any pressure, or even worse in exchange for rewards, renounce its right to the preservation of sovereignty and territorial integrity within its internationally recognized borders.

Djuric: Extremely significant stand of Rehn on continuation of negotiations (RTS/Tanjug) 
The Serbian PM’s press officer Srdjan Djuric assessed the stance of the EU Commissioner for Enlargement Olli Rehn that the negotiations on the future status of Kosovo continue as extremely significant. “This is a support to the initiative of Serbia and Russia that the UN Security Council decides on 19 December that the negotiating process continues,” Djuric told Tanjug . According to him, the most important for Serbia is that the EU, instead of passing a decision on the deployment of its mission in Kosovo, which would mean the beginning of the implementation of the province’s unilateral independence - passes a decision about the continuation of the negotiations. “The stance of the Serbian Government is well known - only through negotiations a compromise solution can be found, in accordance with the UN Charter and Serbian Constitution, which would guarantee peace and stability in the region,” Djuric said. 


The EU’s Enlargement Commissioner Rehn said in Helsinki that he firmly believes in a continuation of the negotiations on the future status of Kosovo and that the EU was willing to search for a compromise solution. This statement was carried by the Austrian APA . Reuters has withdrawn the information that EU Enlargement Commissioner Ollie Rehn has stated that the establishing of the final status of Kosovo will be postponed for spring. Reuters broadcasted a new version, according to which, Rehn told the Finnish Utispaiva Demari daily that he expects the status of Kosovo to be resolved during winter or in early spring. Reuters explained that he was withdrawing the initial information because the Finnish daily “incorrectly quoted Rehn.” 

Sutanovac: Security situation in southern Serbia stable (Beta)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac has stated that the security situation in the Ground Safety Zone towards Kosovo is stable and that the Serbian Army is present in that area for preventive causes. If we assess that there will be security threats or any escalation, the Serbian Army is ready to react, said Sutanovac, after the visit to the Peceno Brdo military base near Presevo, in the vicinity of the boundary line with Kosovo. Sutanovac stated that he agreed with President of the Presevo Municipality Ragmi Mustafa that it is in nobody’s interest to cause destabilization of that area. Mustafa commended the cooperation of the local population and the Serbian Army, added the Minister, while repeating that he received assurances from highest KFOR and NATO officials that they are able to secure safety and stability in Kosovo. 

Wallonia worried over consequences of Kosovo’s independence (Tanjug)

MPs of all political parties form Wallonia, the southern, French-speaking part of Belgium, have expressed serious worry over the possible independence of Kosovo, assessing that it might have a domino effect in Belgium, whose northern, Dutch-speaking part of Flandria, is striving for secession. We must stop the growth of new, artificial states in Europe, stated MP of the leading Wallonian Reform Movement Party Francois Xavier de Donneas. Delegate of the Ecology Party Josie Dubier has stated that she was afraid of the internal machine of secessionism being turned on, while Socialist Patrick Morieau has warned of secessionism in the heart of Europe. Belgium is in one of the deepest political crisis in its history, as the political parties from Wallonia and Flandria, due to unsurpassable differences in seeing the future organization of the country, have not been able to form the government for six months. 

Church looted in village Banje, looter arrested (RTS/Tanjug)

The Kosovo police have arrested one person  for the desecration of a Serb church in the village of Banje. As stated, copper plates from the roof of one of the church cubes were stolen on Wednesday night. The police have managed to arrest one of the perpetrators, but other two, whose identity is familiar to the police, have escaped. 
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