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· Constitution to be reformed, no implementation in the north (dailies)

· Brussels: No setback in the negotiations process (Zëri)

· Gordon: The U.S. will continue to help Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

· Prime Minister Thaçi defends decision to raise salaries (dailies)

· June “burns” the tax and Mimoza (Zëri/Kosova Sot)

· Serbs outraged with finding of the armament, block the road (Koha) 

· Commanders in the north split (Koha Ditore) 

· Witness X: I thought about killing Fatmir Limaj (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Constitution to be reformed, no implementation in the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that three years were not enough for central institutions to implement two basic provisions of the Constitution: to make the state sovereign and inseparable and to exercise their authority throughout Kosovo’s territory. 

Ever since 15th June 2008, when the Constitution entered into force, the Assembly on several occasions obliged the Government to introduce measures for bringing under control the northern municipalities, but so far no concrete result has been produced. The northern municipalities continue to be led by illegal structures financed by Serbia. 

The paper notes that even though young and without implementation throughout Kosovo’s territory, the Constitution is undergoing the process of reforms.

Kosova Sot on the front page reports that Kosovo politicians, even those in the government, admit that three years after its adoption, the Constitution is not being implemented throughout the Republic. 

Zëri quotes Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi as saying that in the northern part of Kosovo there is little progress in implementing the Constitution, law and order. Krasniqi’s opinions were shared even by opposition MPs.
Brussels: No setback in the negotiations process (Zëri)

Zëri reports that Brussels does not view the postponement of the fifth round of negotiations between Belgrade and Pristina scheduled initially for 14-15 June, as a setback and indicates that negotiations will continue in late June. EU officials in Brussels also say that parties were given more time to reach an agreement on at least some of the tackled issues. 

“The continuation of dialogue has been postponed in order to finalize internal preparations that are required for concrete agreements,” said Maja Kocijancic, spokeswoman for EU High Representative Catherine Ashton. 
Gordon: The U.S. will continue to help Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

Epoka e Re reports that on his second day of the visit to Sarajevo, Kosovo’s Foreign Minister Enver Hoxhaj met with the U.S. assistant secretary of state for Europe and Eurasian affairs, Philip Gordon. They discussed special international processes related to Kosovo and comprehensive help of the U.S. starting from the recognition process, membership at international organizations as well as Kosovo’s integration process in Euro-Atlantic structures. Gordon assured Hoxhaj that the U.S. will continue with their unsaved help for Kosovo population. “Kosovo is a stabile, independent and multi-ethnic state, and technical dialogue should reduce differences between Kosovo and Serbia,” said Gordon. 

Prime Minister Thaçi defends decision to raise salaries (dailies)

Several dailies report that in a meeting with teachers from Kamenica, Gjilan and Viti, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said his decision to increase the salaries of teachers was rightful and part of his pledge to increase quality in the education sector. “It was not easy to increase the salaries of teachers and other categories such as police officers, fire fighters, civil servants, families of martyrs and categories, but around 80,000 employees have benefited from this,” he was quoted as saying.

Thaçi said that despite debates that the increase led to severed relations with the International Monetary Fund, the relations are good and new agreements are being re-negotiated and that the issue should not be politicized. “I protect cooperation with internationals like my own two eyes, but above all I defend my country’s interests,” Thaçi added.

June “burns” the tax and Mimoza (Zëri/Kosova Sot)

Zëri reports in one of the front-page stories that despite her initial statements, Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari will not be able to introduce in June the 10% tax on Serbian products. An international source told the paper that Kusari won’t be able to implement the tax in June and that total economic embargo is completely out of the question. 

On the same issue, Kosova Sot reports that Kusari is breaking her promise and quotes a spokesman for Kosovo Customs as saying that so far they have received no instruction or directive to implement the customs tax on Serbian products.

Serbs outraged with finding of the armament, block the road (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Police met with resistance of local citizens, after confiscating six cases with ammunition, mainly different kinds of mines, and anti-aircraft arms, in village Svrce of Strpce municipality. This daily reports that Kosovo police found the armament after a search for narcotics, at an old non-functional mill. According to the chief of police regional operations in Ferizaj, Rashit Qelaj, a group of 300 Serbs from this village, gathered the scene and tried to stop the police action, provoked and cursed them. “With the help of the command of Police Station in Strpce, we managed to calm the crowd, however they later blocked the road. After this we were obliged to call the special police unit, to unblock the road, and this happened without any incident,” said Qelaj.   

Commanders in the north split (Koha Ditore) 

Based on international sources, Koha Ditore reports that three from the six suspended commanders agreed to return to work and respect the order of Kosovo Police Director, Reshat Maliqi. They even wanted to show up at their working place, reports this daily, however a group between 100 to 200 Serbs citizens protested against the decision of Kosovo Police decision for several hours in front of the Police station.
Witness X: I thought about killing Fatmir Limaj (Koha)

In the second part of his testimony to the prosecutor, Witness X in the Kleçka Case said he had even planned to kill Fatmir Limaj after he had grown tired from threats he was receiving from Limaj and his group. “After the car accident I had in Carraleva, I was so angry that for a moment I thought about killing Fatmir Limaj. I was being threatened by Fatmir’s group all the time. He made my life hell,” the witness testified. 

In his testimony, the witness also said that together with Limaj and Haradin Balaj, they were trying to shift all the blame to Isak Musliu. He confessed that after the war he worked for SHIK and had planned the assassination of Fetah Rudi. He also said that he was offered €400,000 not to testify against Limaj.

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Constitution to be reformed, no implementation in the north

· Serbs outraged with finding of weapons arsenal block the road

· Kosovo Police commanders in the north split

· Hoxhaj in Sarajevo calls for Kosovo’s recognition

· Witness X: I thought about killing Fatmir Limaj
· Prime Minister Thaçi defends decision to increase salaries
· KDI: Kosovo with concerning perception of corruption

Other headlines

· Jeremic does not understand why EU conditions with Kosovo (3)

· Serbia between needs and emotions over NATO (6)

· Judicial system needs better laws (7)

· Deadline to appoint Trepça administrator is postponed (8)

· Thaçi promises increased budget for agriculture (8)

· Matoshi: Historical solution – Serbia’s partition (10)

Zëri

Front page

· Assembly under the heels of the government

· June “burns” the tax and Mimoza

· Pacolli wants Hyseni as reinforcement

· Çollaku: No fairytales, Mimoza!

· Three years after its adoption, the Constitution cannot find the north

· Zëri leads with articles on corruption

Other headlines

· Dialogue reduces differences (2)

· Petrovic against partition (2)

· Del Ponte not part of investigations team (2)

· Thaçi’s motion postponed for Monday (4)

· Brussels: No setback in negotiations process (4)

· Thaçi: Salary increase should not be politicized (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Chaos with non-urban constructions

· Editorial: Mustafa does not stop Pristina’s destruction

· Even after three years, Constitution is not implemented in the north

· Kusari breaks promise, no decision on Serbian products

Other headlines

· Pacolli reports to Jahjaga (2)

· Gordon: Reduce differences between Kosovo and Serbia (2)

· Thaçi’s motion postponed for Monday (3)

· Del Ponte: No one contacted me about the Task Force (4)

· Biggest Serb political party against Kosovo’s partition (4)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Jakup unites us

· Gordon: The U.S. will continue to help Kosovo

· For three years, constitution has been violated four times

· Arms as in war

Other headlines

· Dialogue to continue by the end of June (2)

· Hoyer: Balkans borders are drawn (2)

· Hoxhaj: Tadic is not guilty for independent Kosovo (2)

· Del Ponte is not in the investigating team for organ trafficking (2)

· Thaçi: We aim to reach European colleagues (7)

· Economy depends on agriculture development (8)

· Request millions from the loses in ‘90 (8)

· Pacolli and Kusari-Lila travel to Berlin (9)

· Dissatisfied with changes of police commanders (11)

Express

Front page

· Haxha: I did not bring Dardafone

· Request results 

· Bring the law to endorse it 

Other headlines

· Rexhepi: Sentenced without trial (2)

· Solana: I have a dream…Turkey in EU (3)

· James Berisha lobbies in Sudan (4)

· Face each other on Monday (5)

· Division produces violence (5)

· Reports to the President (6)

· Shtërpce arsenal (7)

· They stop the commanders (7)

· Corruption according to the newspapers (9)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Protected witnesses or EULEX collaborators 

· President without a bodyguard but with a closed mouth for the media

· Philip Gordon: Kosovo is a stabile and independent state 

· Constitution that does not speak proper Albanian, on its third jubilee

Other headlines

· Justice does not function in the north, there are no courts (2)

· Brussels: There is not halt of the process, to continue by the end of June (2)

· Chaos in justice, a burden for institutions (3)

· PM Thaçi to face Vetëvendosje on Monday (4)

· Future of Kosovo based on agricultural land (5)

· Serbs rebel in the north of Mitrovica again (6)

· Law on war values to be endorsed within this month (6)

· Pacolli and Lila in Germany (6)

· Hoxhaj requests from Bosnia recognition of Kosovo (7)

· Despite incidents in the north, KFOR prevents major incidents (7)

· Thaçi promises western conditions for teachers (7)
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