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Main Stories                     15 December
__________________________________________________
· EU decides to deploy mission to Kosovo (dailies)

· UNSC debate on December 19th without a presidential declaration (Koha)

· Scheffer: NATO to remain in Kosovo even if independence is declared (Zëri)

· PDK and LDK on eve of agreement for coalition (dailies)

· Rücker and Thaçi discuss modalities of Security Council session (Zëri)

· France for a coordinated declaration of independence (dailies)

· President Sejdiu visits general staff of Kosovo Protection Corps (dailies)

· Trial chamber accepts defence’s request for Haradinaj’s provisional release

· Tërnava declares war on jihadism (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

EU decides to deploy mission to Kosovo (dailies)
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that the chiefs of the European Union are one step closer to recognizing the independence of Kosovo as the Union has reached the political decision to deploy its mission to Kosovo in the area of rule of law. The paper quotes French President Nicolas Sarkozy as saying that only when it meets the requirements of The Hague tribunal and when it respects the independence of Kosovo, Serbia will become a member of the European Union. Unnamed European sources told Koha Ditore that EU leaders are preparing for Serbia an offer for a speedy accession into the European Union after the independence of Kosovo. 
The leading front-page headline in Zëri says “the European Union announces the deployment of the mission to Kosovo after Christmas”. In the subheader, the paper says that French President Sarkozy has opposed Russia’s idea for new negotiations between Pristina and Belgrade, and reiterated France’s position that “Kosovo’s independence is inevitable”.
Under the front-page headline The mission of independence, Express reports that EU leaders have agreed to send a 1,800-strong mission to Kosovo, in support of independence which is expected to declared next year. France, Great Britain, Germany and Italy signed a joint declaration in support of the resolution of status outside the United Nations Security Council. 

UNSC debate on December 19th without a presidential declaration (Koha)
Koha Ditore quotes unnamed officials from the UN headquarters in New York as saying that the United Nations Security Council will most probably not issue a joint declaration after the 19th December debate on Kosovo. “Based on what we have understood so far from our diplomacy and the Russian diplomacy, we don’t expect a presidential declaration that could be approved by everyone at the UN Security Council, as so far there is not one single common point that could issue such a neutral declaration,” UN officials told the paper.
Epoka e Re reports about “a clash at the Security Council, with the West wanting President Sejdiu to address the Council on December 19th and Russia objecting the idea”.
Scheffer: NATO to remain in Kosovo even if independence is declared (Zëri)

“NATO will remain in Kosovo even if this territory declares independence from Serbia,” said NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer yesterday, Zëri reports. “NATO will remain there in accordance with Resolution 1244, if there is not a new resolution of the Security Council, because the Alliance needs a legal base to stay there,” Scheffer told a press conference in Tokyo. 
PDK and LDK on eve of agreement for coalition (dailies)

Koha Ditore quotes sources within the PDK as saying that the likeliest ruling coalition is between the PDK, the LDK and the minority parties. Such a coalition would reach the majority in the Assembly, because only the PDK and LDK would have 62 assembly seats. Senior PDK officials also told the paper that the LDK is still not ddetermined because the first principle of the PDK for a ruling coalition shakes the post of Kosovo President, held by Fatmir Sejdiu. 
Zëri reports that the LDK’s red lines about the AKR and its leader Pacolli and the PDK’s opposition to including the AAK in the future government, seem to be leading to a formula government of PDK, LDK and the minorities. Unnamed sources however told the paper that the two parties have not agreed yet on the allocation of ministries.  

On the other hand, Express quotes its sources as saying that negotiations between the PDK and LDK have stagnaged and went back to point zero. Sources told the paper about disagreements between Thaçi and Sejdiu about the allocation of ministries and the concept of government: Thaçi wants governance, whereas Sejdiu insists on co-governance. At the same time, the LDK leadership, according to the paper, is facing internal pressure not to enter the coalition with the PDK.

Epoka e Re reports on the front page that the “LDK does not want the AKR and AAK in the next government”. A reliable source within AAK told the paper that senior officials of the AAK and LDK meet secretly on Friday. “The purpose of the meeting was to continue the pressure on the LDK not to enter alone the coalition with the PDK,” added the source.
According to Kosova Sot, the agreement on the new government will be not reached before the UNSC session scheduled for December 19th.  

Infopress quotes PDK leader Thaçi as saying, “Kosovo will have a genuine coalition, and not co-governance.”
Rücker and Thaçi discuss modalities of Security Council session (Zëri)

Zëri reports that UNMIK chief Joachim Rücker and the Prime Minister designate Hashim Thaçi met yesterday to discuss the modalities of the Kosovo delegation at the upcoming United Nations Security Council session on December 19th. According to the paper, President Sejdiu and Thaçi, along with SRSG Rücker, will represent Kosovo at the SC session. The paper notes that UNMIK officials have not disclosed the modalities that the SRSG may have presented to Thaçi. UNMIK spokesman Alexander Ivanko is quoted as saying that the Italian Presidency of the Security Council has not decided yet about the modalities.
France for a coordinated declaration of independence (dailies)

Several dailies cover the visit that the new head of the French Office in Pristina, Delfine Barione, paid to the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK), focusing on her statement in support of a coordinated declaration of Kosovo’s independence. “We are talking very seriously to all stakeholders here, so that the coordinated declaration of independence can be done in the best way in the near future,” Barione was quoted as saying. 

AAK principal deputy leader Ahmet Isufi said the AAK was considering the invitation of the PDK for the next government, but added that there is nothing specific in the PDK offer. 

President Sejdiu visits general staff of Kosovo Protection Corps (dailies)

Dailies report that KPC General Commander Sylejman Selimi assured President Fatmir Sejdiu on Friday that the KPC is ready to take on full responsibilities in the area of security in coordination with local and international institutions. 

“The KPC has a civil mission but we are ready to take on all responsibilities in the area of security that are required of us first of all by local institutions and by the international community,” General Selimi was quoted as saying.

Sejdiu is quoted as saying in Zëri that work is being done in the establishment of the Army of Kosovo. “The KPC will be the nucleus fo the future army of Kosovo, which will be created in full partnership with NATO,” Sejdiu said. 
Trial chamber accepts defence’s request for Haradinaj’s provisional release
Dailies report that former Kosovo Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj and Lahi Brahimaj, both charged with war crimes by The Hague tribunal, will be provisionally released from detention and spend New Year holidays in Kosovo. The information office of The Hague tribunal informed that the trial chamber has ordered for Haradinaj and Brahimaj to be provisionally released for two weeks.
Tërnava declares war on jihadism (Koha Ditore)

In an interview for the paper, Naim Tërnava, leader of the Islamic Community in Kosovo, is quoted as saying, “In Kosovo there are no elements of jihadism or fundamentalism… and if something like this appears the Islamic Community in cooperation with all those that contribute to it will fight against what is damaging for Kosovo. We will continuously fight it and we will not allow anything that is against our values.” 

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Churkin: UN SC accepted Russia’s proposal on Kosovo session (RTS/Beta)

· Lavrov: Britain is ignoring international law (RTS/Tanjug)

· Alekseyev: Moscow’s position will remain unchanged (Tanjug)

· EU summit: Conclusions on Kosovo and Serbia’s European integration (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

· Kostunica: Unacceptable conclusions of the EU summit (RTS)

· Djelic: Serbia will not trade with Kosovo (Beta)

· Jeremic: Independence of Kosovo would be danger to many countries (Tanjug/Beta)

· Prorokovic: No signature on SAA if EU asks for independence (Tanjug)

Churkin: UN SC accepted Russia’s proposal on Kosovo session (RTS/Beta)

The Russian Ambassador in the UN Vitalii Churkin has told Itar-Tass that the UN SC has accepted Russia’s proposal on the format of the Kosovo session. The ambassadors of the SC member states have agreed to allow Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu to attend the Kosovo session, scheduled for 19 December, but exclusively “personally and at his own request.” The Russian Ambassador explained that the SC member states accepted the Russian proposal of the format of the session, i.e. they unilaterally adopted the formulation according to which Prime Minister Kostunica will attend the session “as the head of the government in adherence to article 37 of the SC book of rules,” while the Kosovo President will attend it “at his own request and personally,” i.e. in adherence with article 39 of the same document. “We advocate the continuation of Belgrade-Pristina negotiations and I think that the session on 19 December will be an opportunity for this to happen,” Churkin told the press at UN headquarters in New York.

Russian Ambassador in the UN Vitalii Churkin said that unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo would be legally invalid, as this stems from UNSCR 1244. This document does not permit self-proclamation of independence of the province and such a decision would be illegitimate, said Churkin in New York. He specified that a new SC resolution would not be needed for proclaiming the decision on independence of Kosovo invalid, only the UN needs to state its position. Churkin stressed that the EU cannot send a mission to Kosovo without an appropriate SC decision, as any international mission must have a mandate of the UN SC. 

The UN SC session scheduled for 19 December, whose main topic will be Kosovo and which will be chaired by Italian Foreign Minister Massimo d’Alema, will probably be held at the ministerial level, announced the Italian Foreign Ministry. Italy believes that the EU should above all take the greatest responsibility for Kosovo and recommend that the process of determining the future status of the province should be controlled and ordered, and that the two sides should show responsibility, said the spokesperson of the Italian Foreign Ministry Pasquale Ferrara. Underlining that after the meeting in the SC, the EU would continue to consider the situation and make decisions, Ferrara said that there was a clearly determined plan of the process that Italy and the international community intend to maintain. 

Lavrov: Britain is ignoring international law (RTS/Tanjug)

The position of Britain towards the problem of the status of Kosovo represents the most severe ignoring of the basic norms of international law, said Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. Reminding of the frequent statements of British officials that Kosovo should be independent because this is the will of the Albanian majority in the province, Lavrov warned that London was thus stating that international law should be ignored and the fact that there are Serbs in Kosovo besides the Albanians. Stating that Britain is trying to manipulate laws that apply in international law and thus is ignoring Moscow’s principled position, Lavrov warned London that this could have serious consequences on stability in the world and on bilateral relations with Russia. 

Alekseyev: Moscow’s position will remain unchanged (Tanjug)

Russian Ambassador in Belgrade Aleksandr Alekseyev said that Moscow’s position in the further deciding on the future status of Kosovo will remain unchanged and warned that unilateral proclamation of independence of the province would be the worst solution. Russia has firm positions as regards to Kosovo and the importance of this issue not just for the Balkans, but also for stability in Europe and the world, said Alekseyev. According to him, Russia invests great efforts for all countries to respect international law. Moscow will react to the possible decision of Pristina on unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, but it is important to see how Serbia would react, stressed Alekseyev. 

EU summit: Conclusions on Kosovo and Serbia’s European integration (RTS/Tanjug/Beta)

The EU leaders adopted at the summit in Brussels conclusions assessing that the EU should take the key role in ending the process of finding the status of Kosovo, and that Serbia should be enabled to be given the status of a candidate for EU membership by an accelerated procedure. The highest EU officials assessed that the negotiating process has been exhausted and that the status quo is untenable and that a solution must be found as soon as possible to guarantee stability in the region. The document states that the EU leaders agree that the future model for the status of Kosovo will represent a unique case that will not set a precedent in international law. At the same time, it is stressed that the EU is fully prepared to send a police and justice mission as part of the international presence in Kosovo. 

French President Nicholas Sarkozy said at the EU summit that the EU must send a positive signal to the authorities in Belgrade, but stressed that Serbia must enter membership only if it fulfills all set conditions, and if it, as he said, respects independence of Kosovo. Sarkozy and Portuguese PM Jose Socrates announced after the summit that European leaders have reached an agreement in principle that an EU mission should be sent to Kosovo, for which, according to them, UNSCR 1244 offers sufficient legal basis. 

EU High Representative Javier Solana has stated that the resolving of the Kosovo status and Serbia’s integration in the EU are goals that should not be directly linked. Following the EU summit in Brussels, Solana said that the European Council had sent a clear message on the necessity to head forward towards finding a solution for Kosovo. He said that the member states voiced assurance that Serbia’s road towards the EU could be accelerated and offered positive signals for the SAA to be signed as soon as possible and to give Serbia the status of a candidate for membership.

Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico has stated in Brussels that he believes that the stands of the EU member states on Kosovo are drawing closer, even though a definite decision has not been brought yet. Fico reiterated that Slovakia would have a problem to recognize Kosovo in case the province unilaterally recognizes independence. It is important for Slovakia that the conclusions of the EU summit had taken into consideration that Kosovo should not serve as a precedent, said Fico and assessed that this was also important for many other countries that have national minorities.

At the EU summit, Cyprus had strongly opposed independence of Kosovo and the sending of an EU mission to the province in these circumstances, stressed Cypriot President Tasos Papadopoulos. Pointing out that the authorities in Nicosia cannot recognize unilaterally proclaimed independence of the southern Serbian province, Papadopoulos said that the issue of the status of Kosovo must be decided in the UN SC. He firmly rejected assessments of certain European leaders that UNSCR 1244 was sufficient basis for sending an EU mission to Kosovo to replace UNMIK. He pointed out that only the SC is authorized to interpret the provisions of that resolution. 

Romanian President Trajan Basesku said after the EU summit that it is in the national interest of Romania not to accept independence of Kosovo without an appropriate SC resolution. Basesku said that the authorities in Bucharest retain their principled position towards Kosovo and this is why they cannot ignore their national and state interests regardless of the position of other EU member states. 

Romania will not recognize independence of Kosovo as it has serious reservations about the way in which the obtaining of such a status is being attempted, said Romanian PM Kalin Popescu Tariceanu in Brussels. He said that Bucharest has serious reservations also about the possible consequences that Kosovo’s independence could have on the West Balkans. 

The new Polish Government is very reserved regarding the status of Kosovo and possible recognition of independence of that province, as at issue is a very difficult and delicate problem, said Stanislav Novak, head of the cabinet of the new Polish PM Donald Tusk. Pointing out that destabilization of the Balkans must be avoided at all costs, Novak stressed that EU leaders must carefully consider all possible scenarios and avoid the option that could lead to escalation of conflict in the region. 

Kostunica: Unacceptable conclusions of the EU summit (RTS)

Serbian PM Vojislav Kostunica stressed that conclusions of the EU summit that relate to the future status of Kosovo were unacceptable for the Belgrade authorities. The Prime Minister specified that it was unacceptable that the southern Serbian province is being discussed as a future legal and democratic state, i.e. that independence of Kosovo is discussed as a unique case instead of the most dangerous precedent in international law since WWII. The position of EU leaders that negotiations will not be continued is also absolutely unacceptable, as well as the announced recognition of unilateral proclamation of independence of Kosovo, even though this drastically violates the UN Charter and UNSCR 1244, stressed Kostunica. He pointed out that Belgrade cannot accept the illegal arrival of the EU Mission to the province, which has the aim of implementing the plan of Martti Ahtisaari on the creation of a marionette state on the sovereign territory of Serbia. Stating that it was offensive and unacceptable for Serbia to be offered as a reward accelerated EU accession for agreeing to violence, the Prime Minister announced that Serbian MPs would vote on conclusions of the EU summit after the UN SC session on 19 December. 

Djelic: Serbia will not trade with Kosovo (Beta)

Serbian Deputy PM Bozidar Djelic said that Serbia would never agree to any trade regarding Kosovo, or to have anyone endanger its territorial integrity by offering quicker European integration in return. We will never agree to such a choice and we have many allies in Europe that will never ask this of us, said Djelic. He stated that Serbia would continue to defend its territorial integrity and to work on accelerating European integration, as these are two separate processes. 

Jeremic: Independence of Kosovo would be danger to many countries (Tanjug/Beta)

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic pointed out in talks with ambassadors of countries of the African Union, the Arab League and the Organization of the Islamic Conference in Belgrade to the great danger of a precedent that would be set by unilateral proclamation and recognition of independence of Kosovo. Jeremic warned that such an act would immediately and directly reflect on the territorial integrity of many other countries in the world that have similar problems with ethnic conflicts and separatist movements. He stressed that official Belgrade supports the continuation of the negotiating process in which a compromise solution would be found for the status of Kosovo.

Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said that any trade with Serbian territory for EU membership was out of the question. The Serbian Government does not see the issue of the future status of Kosovo and the issue of future EU membership as things that can be mutually compensated, said Jeremic after a meeting with the High Representative in B&H Miroslav Lajcak in Belgrade. Asked whether this means a negative response to such an EU offer, Jeremic said that this was an indecent suggestion and so senseless that no one has made it, but rather that there are just insinuations in the media. Regarding the statement of British PM Gordon Brown that Serbia’s condition for entering the EU is recognizing Kosovo's independence, Jeremic said that this is London’s position, not that of the EU. 

Prorokovic: No signature on SAA if EU asks for independence (Tanjug)

State Secretary in the Ministry for Kosovo Dusan Prorokovic said that Belgrade couldn’t agree to sign the SAA if it is asked to accept the fact that the EU recognizes independence of Kosovo. We would have to change the Serbian Constitution for this, as according to the preamble, Kosovo is an integral part of Serbia, said Prorokovic. He said that the only link between European integration and deciding on the future status of Kosovo is that there are EU member states whose certain entities and regions are not in the EU such as northern Cyprus or the Faroe Islands. 

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
















