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· The north, outside the law (Koha Ditore)

· Rexhepi: Freedom of movement agreement is possible (Koha Ditore)

· Police in the north refuse orders from Pristina (Koha Ditore, Express)

· USA against division or the correction of borders (Koha Ditore)

· London also against division of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Tahiri rejects division (Koha Ditore)

· Mustafa: Belgrade should consider division of Serbia (Express) 

· Foreign Policy Club: Kosovo still needs NATO troops (dailies)

· Ibrahim Makolli, Minister for Diaspora (dailies)

· Haradinaj’s trial in June? (dailies)

· Carla’s friend (Express) 

· EULEX officials meet Dick Marty (Kosova Sot/Bota Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

The north, outside the law (Koha Ditore)

A report drafted by the coordinator of the strategy for the north Ylber Hysa notes that the north of Kosovo is in the hands of illegal Serb parallel structures and that there is no rule of law there. The report also notes that although the Kosovo Police acts in the north, it is largely powerless while EULEX remains limited. 

The 60-page report which the paper claims to possess describes in detail the life outside the Kosovo legal framework and identifies the reasons why Belgrade continues to keep the north hostage. “Belgrade’s game in and around the north is manifold – by being occasionally obstructive and occasionally facilitating of these missions, sometimes threatening with partition and sometimes monopolizing a status quo, Belgrade holds the north as an asset sometimes towards Brussels, sometimes towards its own public, sometimes towards Pristina and the region by wanting to create possibilities for blackmailing precedents of territorial divisions in the region,” the report reads. 

The document further on criticizes the tolerance of Serbian illegal structures’ activity and other criminal groups by UNMIK, Kosovo institutions, EULEX and other mechanisms. “Post independence has created a conglomerate of missions with different statuses, some that recognize the new Kosovo reality and others that operate based on 1244 and as a result of such a political and legal mishmash, EU missions in the north act under several hats,” the report says. 

Rexhepi: Freedom of movement agreement is possible (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi told KiM Radio that Belgrade and Pristina have approximated positions on freedom of movement and an agreement on this issue could be signed soon. 

Commenting on media reports in Pristina that the agreement will be announced on the eve of EU High Representative Catherine Ashton’s visit, Rexhepi said the agreement involves the usage of personal and travel documents.

“The freedom of movement agreement has not been signed yet. They have approximated positions somewhat and if they are totally approximated then the agreement could be signed this week before Catherine Ashton’s visit,” Rexhepi added.

Police in the north refuse orders from Pristina (Koha Ditore, Express)

The papers report that commanders of police stations in the north have not abided by the orders of the Kosovo Police general director Reshat Maliqi to be relocated to posts in other parts of Kosovo. “So far we have information that commanders of stations in the north of Kosovo have not assumed the new assigned duties,” said Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi. He said the changes are part of a rotation exercise being carried out throughout Kosovo and added that the orders of the top Kosovo Police officer should be enforced. “If this fails to happen, we will take joint measures with EULEX, which means suspension from work of police commanders in the north of Kosovo,” said Rexhepi.

USA against division or the correction of borders (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that former US envoy for Kosovo James Dobbins while commenting on statements for division of Kosovo said that he believed that many Serb politicians agree that the division of Kosovo, “called with euphoria ‘definition of borders’, respectively ‘correction of borders’ would be the most that could be extracted but they cannot accept this openly because this can lower their negotiating force in achieving of this aim,” Dobbins said for Radio Free Europe in Serbian language. 
For the USA as well as the wider international community both the division and the “correction of borders” are unacceptable ideas, especially if Serbia does not have the aim to offer some concessions itself. This raises the question if Serbia that is talking about the division of Kosovo will also be ready to offer to Kosovo a part of territory in the south where Albanians represent a majority as a substitute for the territory they would eventually receive. But, Dobbins added that USA and European Union would not reject a harmonized agreement between the two parties.

London also against division of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the idea for division of Kosovo has been rejected also from the British Ambassador in Belgrade Michael Davenport who said it was “not a constructive approach”. He advised the parties to deal more seriously with the dialogue and the challenges that lead to the improvement of conditions for Serbs and also for Albanians, report the media.
Tahiri rejects division (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of the delegation of Republic of Kosovo for the technical dialogue with Serbia, Edita Tahiri, said that the ideas of Serb Government officials for division of Kosovo are anachronistic and destabilizing for the region. “The ideas for division are anachronistic with destabilizing consequences for the region and as such are unacceptable. These ideas are not in harmony with our vision for European and Euro-Atlantic integrations. Now is the time for integrations, and not for new problems in the region”, stated Tahiri for Koha Ditore.
Mustafa: Belgrade should consider division of Serbia (Express) 

Express reports that Preshevo municipal mayor Ragmi Mustafa said for Serbian media that in case of a division of Kosovo, Serbia should get ready for the requests of Preshevë, Bujanovc and Medvegjë to join Kosovo. “Senior officials of the state appeal for pragmatism when division of Kosovo is concerned, but if they want to be hundred percent pragmatic, they should also think about the division of Serbia, because the automatic request of the Albanians in Preshevë, Medvegjë and Bujanovc, would be to join Kosovo,” said Mustafa. As the leader of the Democratic Party of Albanians, Mustafa added that Albanians request to join Kosovo dates from January 2006. 
Foreign Policy Club: Kosovo still needs NATO troops (dailies)
All dailies report that the Pristina-based Foreign Policy Club published a report yesterday on the presence of NATO in Kosovo and the implications of downsizing KFOR troops. In a press briefing, FPC Executive Director Yll Hoxha explained the reasons why there should be no more downsizing of NATO troops in Kosovo which is currently 5,500-strong.

“We have concluded that the downsizing of NATO troops should be a product of repairing four deficiencies which Kosovo faces today: the situation in the north, bilateral relations with the Republic of Serbia, Kosovo’s Euro-Atlantic perspective and the capacities of the Kosovo Security Force,” said Hoxha. He argued that the main reason why KFOR’s presence is still necessary in Kosovo is because local authorities have not managed to exercise their authority in northern Kosovo.

“NATO troops should be present in Kosovo until the latter can control its whole territory and be a democratic state that will join EU and NATO and as long as Serbia’s ambitions vis-à-vis Kosovo are still alive,” Hoxha added.

Ibrahim Makolli, Minister for Diaspora (dailies)

Several dailies report that the deputy leader of the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR), Ibrahim Makolli, has been appointed Minister for Diaspora on Monday. Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi signed the decision for Makolli’s appointment, saying that “this action is aimed at increasing the performance of the Government of the Republic of Kosovo”.

Haradinaj’s trial in June? (dailies)

AAK leader Ramush Haradinaj’s defence lawyer Michael O’Reilly told Radio Dukagjini that the decision regarding the number of witnesses expected to testify in Haradinaj’s trial may be taken this week and if this happens then the trial against the AAK leader could start by mid June. “But at this stage we cannot say and cannot know when the court sessions will start,” added O’Reilly. 

Carla’s friend (Express) 
Express carries an interview with Serbia’s Chief Prosecutor for War Crimes, Vladimir Vukcevic, who claims to have strong facts that KLA committed organ trafficking. He claims to make public his evidence soon, and insists that Carla Del Ponte should be dealing with this issue. Vukcevic requests an independent investigation, and adds that they have been working for two years on Dubrava case.  “We are really working on investigation of the crimes, and for seven years, we have 138 accused, a bit less that the Hague Tribunal, which has 161 for 17 years,” said Vukcevic. 

EULEX officials meet Dick Marty (Kosova Sot/Bota Sot)

Dailies report that EULEX has confirmed a meeting between its officials and Council of Europe Rapporteur Dick Marty regarding his allegations that the former Kosovo Liberation Army was involved in trafficking of human organs in 1999. “Yes, EULEX officials met and talked with Dick Marty,” said EULEX information officer Nicholas Hawton.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· The north, outside the law

· Kosovo still needs NATO troops

· Police officers in the north reject orders from Pristina

· Minister Beqaj illegally involved in business

· Serbia, the key problem of the Balkans

· Çeku wants invitation to Partnership for Peace 

· PAK declares Trepça tender null and void

Other headlines

· U.S. is against partition or correction of borders in the Balkans (2)

· London too is against Kosovo’s partition (2)

· Haradinaj’s trial in June? (4)

· Rexhepi: Agreement on freedom of movement is possible (4)

· Serbs radicalize protests in Zubin Potok (4)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo to be part of regional initiatives (5)

· Reporters from Kosovo and Serbia together against corruption (6)

· Ramadani: Kosovo’s partition would cause new crisis in the Balkans (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Makolli unblocks the government

· Haradinaj’s retrial could start in June

· Kosovo, pro and against KOMRA

· Former KLA guerrillas enter strike

Other headlines

· LB and LIB join forces (2)

· Tahiri: Agreement this week? (2)

· Soon agreement on freedom of movement (4)

· Çeku and Selimi visit NATO headquarters (4)

· No security without KFOR (5)

· Law on witness protection at the Assembly (5)

· Government with plan on fiscal reforms (6)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Five months without a single law passed

· 100 days of the Government, opposition accuses

· Illegal tender

· Editorial: Millions being lost 

Other headlines

· Djukanovic: Serbia, region’s problem (2)

· EULEX met Marty (3)

· Auditor reviews financial reports of parties (3)

· Italy doesn’t prevent visa liberalization for Kosovo (4)

· Tahiri announces agreement with Serbia (4)

· Haradinaj’s trial could start in June (4)

· Çeku and Selimi in NATO for KSF capacities (4)

· Mustafa: Belgrade to consider partition of Serbia too (4)

· The President to break the wall of silence (5)

· Makolli, Minister for Diaspora (5)

· Serwer: Partition, terrible idea (5)

· Haxhinasto: Kosovo also in Adriatic Initiative (5)

· Kosovo presents agricultural policies in Brussels (6)

· Reciprocity measures risk increase of prices (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Makolli: Diaspora should feel the homeland closer

· Tahiri objects division

· Haradinaj’s trial in June?

· Krasniqi requests from Italy to help on recognitions

Other headlines

· Çeku and Selimi visit NATO Headquarters (2)

· After Kuçi’s promise, the council of strike agreed to stop the strike (6)

· Club for Policies: KFOR should not reduce (6)

· Government ready to present (non)successes (7)

· The next session of Friday (7)

· KEK loses two million euros each month in the north (9)

Express
Front page

· Ready for agreement

· Carla’s friend

· Opposition dissatisfied with Government

· Plan impeded

Other headlines

· Fuga: Win – win (3)

· Ibrahim Makolli: Minister of Diaspora (4)

· Mustafa: Belgrade to consider division of Serbia (5)

· Dobbins: Reciprocal division (5)

· Requests Italy’s support (6)

· Protest for floods (7)

· Draft law for witness protection considered (7)

· Trial in June? (8)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Europe with closed doors for Kosovo until the year 2012

· Dobbins: Division of Kosovo and “correction of borders, unacceptable”
· During this year, “big fish” will fall in the justice net 
Other headlines

· Commanders in the north do not implement orders of Maliqi (2)

· North, integration with the increase of activities?! (3)

· Feith disappointed with EULEX (3)

· Djukanovic: Serbia to understand that Kosovo is independent (3)
· 100 days of the Government to be evaluated in the Assembly (4)

· EULEX officials have met with Marty (11)

· Equipment with biometric passports starts in October (10)

· 10 suspects for crimes, two Serbs arrested (11)
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