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Legal Framework for 2004 Kosovo Assembly Elections Promulgated

PRISTINA – SRSG Harri Holkeri signed two new regulations today, completing the essential legal framework for the 2004 Kosovo Assembly elections.

The first of the Regulations is on the registration and operation of political parties in Kosovo, and sets out new standards of transparency in party organization and financing. The second Regulation is on the Kosovo Assembly elections, and details the electoral system to be used for the polling to be held on 23 October.

Together with the recently promulgated Regulation on the Central Election Commission, the necessary legal prerequisites for the preparation of this year’s elections are in place.

According to the new Regulation on political parties, all parties will be required to have clear party statutes that include procedures to be followed in the selection of their candidates. Parties are also obligated to ensure the democratic participation of the members of the party in this selection. Parties will also be required to hold regular assemblies where each registered member will have an equal vote in all decisions taken by the assembly.

This Regulation also sets clear guidelines on political party finances, for example by placing a limit on annual contributions by individuals, and requiring that contributions in currency meet the requirements of UNMIK Regulation No. 2004/2 on the Deterrence of Money Laundering and Related Criminal Offences. The possibility of public funding of political parties is foreseen by this Regulation, provided that funds from the Kosovo Budget are allocated in a manner that does not distinguish between set aside seats and the remaining seats in the Assembly.

The UNMIK Regulation No. 2004/12 on the Elections for the Assembly of Kosovo, provides the requirements for certification of political parties, coalitions and citizens’ initiatives to appear on the ballot. It also contains requirements for voter eligibility, the certification of candidate lists, financial disclosure by candidates and electoral campaigns, and the accreditation of election observers, among others.

This Regulation also sets out the formula for the distribution of seats in the Assembly, according to a proportional system for 100 of the seats, in addition to which 20 seats are reserved for the additional representation of non-Albanian Kosovo communities, as specified in the Constitutional Framework.

UNMIK appreciates the work of the UNMIK Pillar for Institution Building (OSCE) in the preparation of both of these regulations.
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