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UNMIK/PR/1180
Tuesday, 6 May 2004

Statement in Reaction to Amnesty International Report

PRISTINA – The UN Mission in Kosovo has received the report of Amnesty International on human trafficking in Kosovo, but finds it highly unbalanced and considers that it does not properly address the real and tragic situation facing the victims of trafficking in the Balkans region. The report contains many generalizations, but misses these essential points: criminal gangs are exploiting vulnerable people, law enforcement authorities in Kosovo are addressing the problem and making some progress, and much greater regional cooperation is needed to save the victims and punish the criminals.

The report draws very heavily on conditions existing in 1999 – 2001, when the UN Mission in Kosovo was at the incipient stage and when scarce resources were available to address serious crime. Outdated information from that period is extrapolated on and presented as current, giving the impression that problems, which existed in 2001, remain at the same level in 2004. The true facts tell a different story.

UNMIK realized the dimension of the problem early into the mission, but lacked the necessary legal and institutional tools to effectively address it. In January 2001, UNMIK promulgated a comprehensive Regulation ‘On the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons in Kosovo’ that defined the crime and laid down stringent punishments for offenders. Equipped with the necessary legal instrument, the Trafficking and Prostitution Investigation Unit (TPIU) created within UNMIK Police and the Victims Advocacy and Assistance Unit (VAAU) of the Department of Justice have been working together with OSCE, IOM and several other NGOs to tackle the problem from both the legal and humanitarian angles.

UNMIK has established policy to address systematically this problem, with the full support of KFOR, through a multi-faceted approach. UNMIK has taken significant action against trafficking and prostitution in Kosovo over the last four years. Specifically, in 2003: TPIU conducted 2,047 raids, operations and bar checks directed at premises where trafficking in persons and/or prostitution activities were suspected. In addition, 57 establishments were closed down as a result of these raids and 60 people were charged for trafficking.

UNMIK’s policy is also to ensure proper assistance and rehabilitation to victims of trafficking. In this regard, the police treat the women intercepted during raids first and foremost as victims. Nearly 1,100 potential victims have been registered in the TPIU database and TPIU maintains regular contact with them as a protection from possible exploitation. Victims are offered other forms of assistance including interpretation, psychological, medical and shelter assistance.

UNMIK takes immediate and stringent disciplinary measures against any of its staff who are found in establishments in which prostitution is suspected and which are declared ‘Off Limits’. UNMIK is resolved to ensure that its staff abide by appropriate standards of conduct as outlined in the UN Charter. Disciplinary action against any UNMIK staff found in premises declared ‘off limits’ is strictly enforced irrespective of whether the concerned individual was actually indulging in sexual activities or not. As a result of these measures, during the 2,047 TPIU raids and bar checks in 2003, only one international police and 3 international civilian staff were found in ‘off limits’ establishments.

UNMIK’s approach also includes addressing this regional phenomenon within the framework of international cooperation. In collaboration with the Stability Pact Task Force on Trafficking in Human Beings, UNMIK has been involved in evolving a comprehensive strategy to combat trafficking in human beings and has been engaged in regional training, exchange and cooperation plans.

UNMIK’s message to the victims of trafficking is this: come forward to the police and you will be rescued; when police raid your places of imprisonment cooperate with them.
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