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SRSG addresses SEE Summit in Skopje
PRISTINA – SRSG Søren Jessen-Petersen today addressed the South East Europe Summit meeting held in Skopje. 
Commending the manner in which Kosovo, its institutions, leaders and people, are going through these considerably testing times, the SRSG said, “The situation in Kosovo has continued to be peaceful. Mr Haradinaj and the people of Kosovo have shown a great degree of maturity, setting an example of compliance with judicial processes, with which other parts of the Western Balkans are still struggling. I would like to thank international partners who made positive and encouraging statements over the last days.”
The SRSG stressed the importance of quickly moving forward the political process in Kosovo. He said, “Further deferring the issue of Kosovo’s status is not a viable alternative for a variety of reasons inside and outside Kosovo. Inside, Kosovo remains – despite the progress made so far - a fragile society for a number of reasons, including its recent history, the poor economic situation, and the political uncertainty, which only impairs the economic outlook.” 
“On a wider scale, the region can only profit from an early resolution of status and the certainty and stability that would follow. Progress on standards in Kosovo, and status resolution, will complement the stability that we have invested so much to reach in the Western Balkans.”
Calling for the European Union to take a leading role in the eventual European transformation of the Balkans, the SRSG stated, “European leadership is what is required most, on Kosovo, but also on the region as a whole.  A final cure of the ills plaguing the region, is rightly predicated on the European perspective for the Balkans. It is also logical that the EU would play a greater role in Kosovo, at such time as the UN reduces its presence and its functions.”
On the margins of the summit, in separate meetings with Serbian President Boris Tadic and Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Djukanovic, the SRSG discussed the latest developments in the region.
_
(See full text of the SRSG’s address on the following pages)
______________
Full text of the SRSG’s address at the SEE Summit
Presidents, Prime Ministers, Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


I am very pleased to address the South East Europe Summit. May I, as the speakers before me, thank the organisers and patrons of this conference, President Crvenkovski and Commissioner Rehn, for having invited me to share with you some observations on the regional implications of political developments in Kosovo.

We are nearing the end of a week is considerably testing Kosovo, its institutions, leaders, and people. As it looks now, Kosovo is passing that test. 

On Tuesday, Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj resigned after being informed of an imminent indictment by ICTY. On Wednesday, he voluntarily traveled to The Hague. He therefore fully respected commitments he had made, and departed with dignity. The situation in Kosovo has continued to be peaceful. Mr Haradinaj and the people of Kosovo have shown a great degree of maturity, setting an example of compliance with judicial processes, with which other parts of the Western Balkans are still struggling. I would like to thank international partners who made positive and encouraging statements over the last days.

Although Mr. Haradinaj’s departure after three energetic months at the helm of the Government leaves a big gap in Kosovo’s political landscape, the peaceful and responsible way this most sensitive issue was handled by the Kosovo society represents a major step forward towards assessment of standards and status talks.

This is a crucial year for Kosovo. Resolving the Kosovo issue – as one of the most pressing regional policy issues in the Balkans – is clearly on the agenda. There is broad agreement on a timetable that would lead us – via continued standard implementation over the next months – to a comprehensive review of standards this summer. If that review is positive, negotiations on Kosovo’s future status will start in the autumn. This is essential, not only for Kosovo, but also for the stability of the wider region. 

It is not my role to comment on the possible outcome of impending status talks. Let me only note that I welcome the EU’s position that Kosovo would not return to the situation before 1999. Moreover, along with many regional and international partners, I consider that partition of Kosovo is not a viable option. It is not feasible, it would betray European values, and it could have serious repercussions in the region. The Kosovo society we are building must have space for all communities as a stable, tolerant, multi-ethnic democracy at peace at home and at peace with its neighbors.
Further deferring the issue of Kosovo’s status is not a viable alternative for a variety of reasons inside and outside Kosovo. Inside, Kosovo remains – despite the progress made so far - a fragile society for a number of reasons, including its recent history, the poor economic situation, and the political uncertainty, which only impairs the economic outlook. 
On a wider scale, the region can only profit from an early resolution of status and the certainty and stability that would follow. Progress on standards in Kosovo, and status resolution, will complement the stability that we have invested so much to reach in the Western Balkans.

All neighbours have a stake in a peaceful resolution of status and in economic development in Kosovo. For this reason, regional dialogue and cooperation is all-important and must be improved continuously. UNMIK and the PISG have been actively taking part in regional dialogue with each of Kosovo’s immediate neighbors, on topics ranging from the economy to political developments.
We must continue to build on proven EU instruments like the Stabilization and Association Process Tracking Mechanism (STM), as an instrument for the adoption of the EU-Acquis and groundwork for the EU accession process, and build on the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe.

Economic co-operation can lead the way, since it would benefit the region as a whole and complement political evolution. The effects of instability cannot be contained within small territories; the spill-over of instabilities is endemic and can only be addressed on a regional level. Furthermore, foreign investors appraise risk according to regional criteria. Most places, and Kosovo is no exception, are important regional markets for their neighbors. So, economic co-operation is a field which could help political reconciliation. For that reason, UNMIK strongly supports the PISG in moving ahead with regional economic co-operation, as per Free Trade Agreements, an Energy Community Treaty, and a European Aviation Agreement. 

As the region sets outs for a common European destiny, it is first and foremost the European Union which must remain in the forefront of the eventual European transformation of the Balkans. European leadership is what is required most, on Kosovo, but also on the region as a whole.  A final cure of the ills plaguing the region, is rightly predicated on the European perspective for the Balkans. It is also logical that the EU would play a greater role in Kosovo, at such time as the UN reduces its presence and its functions.

Now is the time to continue the process of reconciliation throughout the region, mutually solve our outstanding problems, and look ahead to further European integration, in Kosovo and in the whole of South Eastern Europe.   

____________
