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SRSG Calls for Joint Action to Shape the Future of Kosovo
PRISTINA – Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Kosovo (SRSG) Joachim Rücker today visited Gjilan/Gnjilane and Kamenicë/Kamenica municipalities. The SRSG met with the Municipal Assembly Presidents of both municipalities, and also with community leaders in the villages of Partesh/Parteš in Gjilan/Gnjilane and Ranillug/Ranilug in Kamenicë/Kamenica.

The visit gave the SRSG the opportunity to hear first-hand the views of local leaders about the ongoing status process, including on decentralization, and also to discuss the situation on the ground, particularly the economy.
Following his meeting with Municipal Assembly leaders in Gjilan/Gnjilane, the SRSG praised the progress made to date in the status process. “The Negotiations Team has done a very good job so far. It is very important that the Unity Team stays together so that Kosovo speaks with one voice and that the Unity Team continues to communicate on all issues with the people,” Mr. Rücker said.
The SRSG described decentralization as a positive process in line with international best practices to give municipalities additional competencies and a higher degree of local self-governance. “It was clearly understood and appreciated that the principle of decentralization is about strong municipalities which helps the cohesion of the society,” he said after meeting with the Municipal Assembly of Kamenicë/Kamenica.

The SRSG also discussed other current issues with the Municipal Assembly, including the 2007 budget and fair share financing. “I commended the Mayor and Assembly members on Standards implementation and on having managed to make Kamenica a stable, multiethnic and democratic community,” he said.
In Partesh/Parteš, the SRSG stressed the rich potential for developing the agricultural sector of the economy and the need to improve access to local markets. “All of us have the responsibility to make sure that Kosovo Serbs have good access to the local market to buy and sell goods. Freedom of movement has improved. It can and should improve further.”
Following his meeting with local Kosovo Serb leaders in Ranillug/Ranilug, the SRSG said: “The important thing now is for the Kosovo Serbs to engage in political and economic life, to take an active part in institutions and economic processes. Only jointly can we shape the future of Kosovo.”
