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Misrepresentation of facts relating to property ownership in Kosovo
PRISTINA – UNMIK would like to correct issues regarding property ownership in Kosovo that were grossly misrepresented in a Belgrade newspaper report today. The article is factually incorrect and misrepresents the activities of UNMIK and Kosovo institutions to ensure property rights of all Kosovo residents regardless of their ethnic background. 

One of the first actions of UNMIK in Kosovo was to establish in 1999 the Housing and Property Directorate (HPD) with the specific purpose to protect and restore residential property rights. The HPD reversed the discriminatory loss of residential property which occurred during the preceding decade, regularized informal sales of property and restored possession of property to persons displaced by the 1999 conflict.
The HPD completed its claims intake in July 2003, with 28,439 claims filed prior to the deadline. 100% of these claims have been processed and resolved by the Directorate. To date, HPD (and its successor, the Kosovo Property Agency) have physically implemented 27,728 or 97.5% of the total intake, allowing the lawful owners to repossess their property or to place it under HPD administration. The remaining 2.5% of cases are to be implemented by the end of March 2007.
To ensure a comprehensive approach to protection of property rights, UNMIK established in March 2006 the Kosovo Property Agency with exclusive jurisdiction to resolve claims for repossession of private immovable property, including commercial properties and agricultural land. So far the new agency has received 7,555 claims, but only 483 or 6.4% are residential property claims.    

The newspaper article supplies wrong information on legal provisions regulating adverse possession in Kosovo. There is no Kosovo regulation on adverse possession; rather, it is the Federal Law of 1980 on Basic Property Relations (SFRY Official Gazette 6/80) that is applied in Kosovo, its provisions being applicable in Serbia as well.     







