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                               Settlement of the Roma Mahala Project 

PRISTINA – On 30 March 2007, a ceremony in Mitrovicë/a marked the beginning of the return of the Roma, Ashkali and Egyptian (RAE) community to the Roma Mahala, in what is arguably the most complex returns project and the single largest urban return to Kosovo. 
The word “Mahala” means settlement in the Roma language and Roma Mahala was home to over 8,000 RAE prior to June 1999 when the settlement was destroyed.
Many of the RAE fled to Serbia and Montenegro to live there as Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), while others sought refuge in Western European countries or beyond. Under a thousand remained in Kosovo and were sheltered in camps in the northern municipalities of Mitrovicë/a, Zveçan and Leposaviq/c.
Various efforts had been made since 2000 to make it possible for these IDPs and refugees to return home. However, the process was blocked by a variety of issues ranging from security concerns, political factors, lack of resources, and so on. 

On 18 April 2005, a historic agreement was reached between the municipality of Mitrovicë/a and the international stakeholders. Following this, on 5 May 2005, a Donors’ Conference was organized in Mitrovicë/a with the participation of both the PISG and UNMIK. Recognizing the importance of the potential return to Roma Mahala, particularly in light of an emerging health emergency in the existing Roma camps, the Prime Minister and the SRSG each pledged 200,000 euros to launch the project.
“The Roma Mahala returns project has been a very complex venture. That it has taken off so commendably, is a good sign for the returns process in Kosovo and in particular the municipality of Mitrovicë/a,” said SRSG Joachim Rücker. 

The Roma Mahala returns project aims to ensure sustainable return of the families to Mitrovicë/a and their reintegration in society. Central to these efforts was providing the Roma community the opportunity to actively participate in the reconstruction of their homes, generate income and develop social contacts with the receiving Kosovo Albanian community.

For further information, contact Public Information Officer Hanna Snarberg, E-mail: snarberg@un.org
Tel: +381 (0)38 504 604 ext: 5790, Mob: +377 (0)44 151 858.
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