



                                                    Annex

Probation Service
The introduction of a Probation Service in Kosovo is a significant event. In many ways, Probation is a new concept for Kosovo. But what exactly is it about? “Probation”, often also referred to as “alternative sanctions and measures to incarceration” means that in Kosovo, in the future, there will be a variety of additional types of punishments apart from only prison sentences.

Probation, at the different stages of the criminal justice process, aims at avoiding imprisonment. The idea of probation as a community-based service is that a society built on the principles of social inclusion provides the best protection for communities from the harm and distress caused by crime.  Alternative Sanctions enables the Courts to deal with offenders differently rather than imposing a Custodial Sentence and sending them to prison. The Provisional Criminal Code and Provisional Criminal Procedure Code of Kosovo provides a legal basis for a number of these alternative measures. The principal provisions on probation in the Criminal Code are suspended sentences and semi-liberty, treatment and supervision orders as well as community service orders.
Below are a few examples of community sanctions and measures which were introduced in Kosovo:

Community Service

Rather than sending someone who committed a minor offence to prison, offenders can be given the choice to work (up to a maximum of 240 hours) for a community-based service (for instance in municipalities, old age homes, emergency services, humanitarian organizations and NGO). An important point here in this measure is that the offender needs to give his consent to the judge and there is no salary involved.

Semi-liberty

Very often, if the head of a family has to go to prison, the consequences for his family are as dramatic as for the prisoner himself, loss of financial income being a major concern. “Semi-liberty” means that a given prisoner during the day will work outside the prison and during night-time he/she will have to be in prison. One of the main advantages of this measure is that the prisoner does not lose his job when having to go to prison and can thus contribute to financially assist the family.

Conditional release

In October 2002, a Conditional Release Commission was established with the mandate to authorize the conditional release of prisoners who have served at least half of their sentence.

Role of Probation Officers

Probation Officers will be involved in:

1. Before the sentence, in providing the judge with adequate background information on the offender and;
2. After the sentence, in monitoring, for instance, offenders who have been granted conditional release.  

