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Kosovo Police Service School - the success story continues!
PRISTINA – Training and development of a democratic police service was one the mandates given to OSCE Mission in Kosovo in 1999. With the aim to create a modern police force that would restore confidence in law enforcement and effectively apply community based policing principles, the newly created Kosovo Police Service School (KPSS) in  Vushtrri/Vučitrn was formed under the credo ‘The Police are the People and the People are the Police’. 
The OSCE Mission, UNMIK’s Institution Building Pillar, took on this challenge and created a successful training institution. Basic training curriculum was developed and the first generation of cadets for the Kosovo Police Service (KPS) graduated from the KPSS in October 1999. Since then, over 8,200 cadets have gone through basic police training. 

The KPS has evolved, as have their training needs, from basic training to more advanced and specialized training such as management, investigation, domestic matters, and dealing with civil disorder. At the same time, management and teaching roles were steadily being transferred from international to full Kosovo ownership. Beginning from logistical support to experts in curriculum development, staff at the KPSS perform in line with European and International Training Standards. 
This success was an incentive to strive for more, and over time the professional service was expanded to include other public safety agencies – customs, corrections and emergency management. 

The KPSS became a synonym for professional police training as well as a training institution for all security and public safety agencies, but also an institution supporting public and community events. The KPSS was regarded as a well-known and trusted partner for national and international organizations in South East Europe.
In 2006, the vision of the public safety concept was officially formalized through the creation of the Kosovo Centre for Public Safety Education and Development (KCPSED). KCPSED, better known as the “Centre”, is the local training institution for all security and public safety agencies of Kosovo. Staffed by Kosovo civil servants, KCPSED will ensure that European standards for employment and training are upheld and that best practices will be mainstreamed into all security and public safety training activities, and achieving the goals of their strategic plans. 
The result is one cost effective training institution supporting the development of a network between all agencies within the security and public safety sector. The staff of KCPSED are committed to further development. Serving customers is not only a slogan; it is part of the philosophy of KCPSED.  
For further information, contact Public Information Officer Hanna Snarberg, E-mail: snarberg@un.org
Tel: +381 (0)38 504 604 ext: 5790, Mob: +377 (0)44 151 858.
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