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Sports Extra
Kosovo scores big!
PRISTINA – In early 2000, UNMIK helped create the Department of Sports (DoS) in Kosovo. Only one year later, in 2001, a brand new Ministry was established to deal with Culture, Youth, Sports and Non-Resident Affairs (MCYS). One of the immediate objectives of the Ministry was to promulgate a comprehensive law to regulate sports across Kosovo, which was achieved in 2004-2005.
Over the years, UNMIK has been liaising between international and local sport federations in order to develop and improve relations for Kosovo sport entities and to assist local sports bodies in their preparation for the post status situation. The creation of several committees in the Kosovo Olympic Association, to bolster the promotion of Olympic values and education through sports, is another area of capacity building where UNMIK has achieved much progress.
Serious efforts were made by MCYS to bring the Kosovo Serb minority clubs into the leagues, which are organised by the largely Kosovo Albanian-dominated sports federations.  As a result, more than 30 minority sports clubs are currently registered in various Kosovo sports federations, seven of which are of mixed ethnicities who compete in the league on an equal footing with the Albanian-dominated clubs. The Kosovo Serb Basketball club “Bambi” gained entry into the Kosovo Super League and competed with top Albanian clubs in the 2006-2007 season. Its Kosovo Serb Manager is also the Vice President of the Basketball Federation of Kosovo. A Kosovo Serb Volleyball club from Lipjan is a member of the Volleyball league.
UNMIK supported initiatives intended to promote integration through sports. Two recent examples are the Football Club Barcelona providing coaches at their own cost and the city of Frankfurt funding the lighting of Pristina Stadium. 
At the international “Sport and Peace” Conference in Moscow in 2005, UNMIK presented a keynote speech on how sports impacted post-conflict Kosovo. 
In 2005, the UN International Year of Sport and Physical Education (IYSPE 2005) was promoted throughout Kosovo. UNMIK attended in April 2006 a special event at UNHQ for the presentation of the IYSPE 2005-report to the Secretary-General. On this occasion UNMIK shared its lessons learned with the UNNY Office of Sport for Development and Peace and with the UNDP Bureau for Resources and Strategic Partnerships. 

For further information, contact Public Information Officer Hanna Snarberg, E-mail: snarberg@un.org
Tel: +381 (0)38 504 604 ext: 5790, Mob: +377 (0)44 151 858.
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There are about 19 sports federation which are licensed in Department of Sports: 






Table Tennis Federation of Kosovo
  
Tennis Federation of Kosovo

Kick Boxing Federation of Kosovo


Shooting Federation of Kosovo
Skiing Federation of Kosovo



Karate Federation of Kosovo
Chess Federation of Kosovo



Boxing Federation of Kosovo

Handball Federation of Kosovo


Volleyball Federation of Kosovo
Wrestling Federation of Kosovo

Football Federation of Kosovo
Swimming Federation of Kosovo   

Judo Federation of Kosovo
Cycling Federation of Kosovo  

Body Building Federation of Kosovo

Athletic Federation of Kosovo

Auto Sport Federation of Kosovo 
Basketball Federation of Kosovo
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                            Pristina International Half Marathon

The 7th Pristina International Half Marathon was conducted successfully on 6th May 2007 with more than 360 registered participants running to the abiding theme of the 21 kilometre event – Run for Peace and Tolerance. The prize money for the winner is 1,200 € for the male runner and 1,000 € for the female winner. The first place in the male and female categories went this year to Jaroslav Mushinski from Moldova (1.09,42) and Milka Mihajllovafrom Bulgaria (1.17,24). 
The Pristina Half Marathon was first organized in April 2001 by the Athletic Federation of Kosovo and the Pristina Athletic Club with strong support from UNMIK and the Department of Sports. 

The main initiators of this event were UNMIK staff members in charge of the then Department of Sports. 

It was the first international event organized in Kosovo after the conflict and received sponsorship support from the Micro Enterprise Bank (MEB) – known today as the ProCredit Bank. 

Logistic support was provided by KFOR. UNMIK Police (mainly Indian SPU) were in charge of security.  

Pristina International Half Marathon has now become a traditional annual event in spring and attracts many participants from across the world and sponsors.   

Since 2005, the Pristina Municipality is also involved in the organizational aspects of this event together with the Athletic Federation and the Department of Sports within the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sports.  
 – UNMIK Countdown #22 –








� International Full Recognition: Table Tennis Federation of Kosovo is fully recognized by the International Table Tennis Federation (ITTF).


� International Full Recognition: Kick Boxing federation of Kosovo fully recognized by the International Kick Boxing Federation (IKBF).


� International Conditional recognition: Skiing Federation of Kosovo is recognized only as observers in the Federacion International Ski (FIS).


� International Conditional Recognition: Chess Federation of Kosovo is a partial member of the Federation International des Echecs (FIDE).


� International Conditional Recognition: Handball Federation of Kosovo is a member of EHF (European Handball Federation) and IHF (International Handball Federation) but with limited rights (not fully recognized). Which means that Kosovo clubs can participate in European games but not as a national team.








