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OSCE support for the Assembly of Kosovo  
PRISTINA – Over the last five years, UNMIK's Institution-Building Pillar, the OSCE Mission in Kosovo, has supported the establishment of the Assembly of Kosovo and its continued professional development.

Since its inaugural session on 10 December 2001, the OSCE has provided substantial assistance to the Assembly of Kosovo. The same year, the Mission established the "Assembly Support Initiative" (ASI), which brings together donors and co-ordinates technical assistance, capacity building and democratization programmes of the international community who are involved in the Assembly’s work. 

To date, the OSCE and ASI partner organizations have assisted in the development and revision of parliamentary Rules of Procedure, reviewing draft legislation, parliamentary oversight over government work, strengthening the functioning of parliamentary groups, interaction between the Assembly and government, budget review and approval, outreach to the public, safeguarding and protecting institutional rights and interests of minority communities, and in developing inter-parliamentary contacts and co-operation.

Based upon the institutional development and progress of the Assembly during its second mandate after the 2004 elections, the new President of the Assembly, with assistance from ASI, initiated a substantial package of reforms in June 2006. The reforms have resulted in increased executive oversight, more policy debates in the Assembly and regular questioning of ministers.
As UNMIK's mandate comes to an end, there are three distinct trends in the current functioning of the Assembly: 

- Moving from merely adopting legislation to reviewing the implementation of legislation; 

- Increased knowledge and the use of the Rules of Procedure during political debates; and 

- Improved assertiveness on the part of the Assembly to exercise its role in budget review.

A specific area of attention now and in the future will be the standardization of legislation and its harmonization with the EU "acquis communautaire"
 as well as developing a comprehensive legislative framework to ensure existing and new legislation are in accordance with future legal arrangements in Kosovo. 

The new Assembly is expected to play a key role in overseeing the implementation of the status settlement, including the oversight of new political structures. In this context, the OSCE will continue to support the Assembly in strengthening its tasks as a legislature, including oversight of the executive branch of government and providing representation for all the people of Kosovo. 
For further information, contact Public Information Officer Hanna Snarberg, E-mail: snarberg@un.org
Tel: +381 (0)38 504 604 ext: 5790, Mob: +377 (0)44 151 858.                                                                                                                                                                            
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� The term “acquis communautaire”, is used in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union_law" \o "European Union law" �European Union law� to refer to the total body of EU law accumulated thus far.





