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  Ceremony marks a new chapter in restoring property rights in Kosovo
PRISTINA – On 6 June 2007, at UNMIK Headquarters, the Principal Deputy Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Kosovo (PDSRSG) Steven Schook hosted a closing ceremony which marked the end of the Housing and Property Claims Commission (HPCC). The PDSRSG was also hosting an inauguration ceremony of the Kosovo Property Claims Commission (KPCC) with swearing-in of KPCC members.  The ceremonies were witnessed by Kosovo Prime Minister Agim Çeku, Minister of Returns and Communities Branislav Grbic, Minister of Justice Jonuz Salihaj, Minister of Economy and Finance Haki Shatri, Minister of Environment and Spatial Planning Ardian Gjini as well as representatives from UNMIK, UN Habitat, EU, OSCE, KFOR and several liaison offices.
The main task of HPCC was to resolve disputes regarding residential property referred to HPCC by the Housing and Property Directorate (HPD). It was established by UNMIK Regulation 1999/23 promulgated on 15 November 1999. Its mandate was amended by UNMIK Regulation 2000/60 promulgated on 31 October 2000. The work of HPCC reversed the discriminatory loss of residential property which occurred during 1989-1999, regularized informal sales of property and restored possession of property to persons displaced by the 1999 conflict. In total, 29,160 claims were submitted to HPD. Some 2,187 claims were withdrawn and approximately 300 claims were decided directly by HPD, the remaining claims have been adjudicated by the HPCC. At the last Commission session on 6 June 2007, the remaining 40 claims will be decided. 
“We must remember that as a result of HPCC’s work, families who were forced to flee their homes or forced out of their property because of discriminatory policies, have been able to regain the rights they once lost,” said the PDSRSG Steven Schook in a statement following the ceremony. 
The inauguration of the KPCC marked the next vital step in restoring property rights with respect to all private immovable property in Kosovo. Whereas HPCC only dealt with disputes relating to residential properties, the KPCC will mainly resolve disputes relating to commercial and agricultural properties. The KPCC is part of the Kosovo Property Agency (KPA) which is an independent, administrative agency established pursuant to Chapter 11 of the Constitutional Framework. 
For further information, contact Public Information Officer Hanna Snarberg, E-mail: snarberg@un.org
Tel: +381 (0)38 504 604 ext: 5790, Mob: +377 (0)44 151 858.                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                    Annex 1

                                         KPA consists of three main bodies
1. Kosovo Property Claims Commission (KPCC) was appointed on 14 May by the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Kosovo (SRSG) Joachim Rücker. It was established by UNMIK Regulations 2006/10 and 2006/50, as one of the three main bodies of the Kosovo Property Agency (KPA). The KPCC has exclusive jurisdiction to resolve disputes for private immovable property, including agricultural property and land, which arise from the armed conflict between 27 Feb 1998 and 20 June 1999. KPCC decisions are subject to appeal to the Supreme Court of Kosovo. 

2. The Executive Secretariat receives the claims and presents them to KPCC. Thus far some 22,384 claims have been received.
3. The Supervisory Board oversees the agency’s work and consists of five members appointed by the SRSG, three internationals and two nationals. Currently the Supervisory Board’s Chairman is PDSRSG Steven Schook.
More information and statistics about the work of HPCC is available at:

http://www.hpdkosovo.org
More information about the KPCC is available at:

http://www.kpaonline.org
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