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United Nations Security Council Delegation Tours Kosovo

PRISTINA--The delegation of United Nations Security Council which arrived yesterday afternoon in Pristina, today participated in a special joint  session of the Kosovo Transitional Council and Interim Administrative Council at the UNMIK Government building. Afterwards, they went to Vuciturn to visit the Kosovo Police Academy.

Earlier this morning they visited Prizren where they met with leaders of the Turkish, Roma and Bosniac communities, some of whom are members of the Prizren Municipal Council. The leaders briefed the delegation on the situation of their communities,  the challenges they are facing and  the prospects for the future. The  leaders raised the issue of the return of members of their communities who had left Kosovo. The question of education in their own languages and the security situation was discussed, as well as relations between the various communities and with the Kosovo Albanian majority.

Following their meeting, the leader of the delegation, Ambassador Anwarul Karim Chowdhury, told the press that the delegation had learned a great deal: "We had an exchange with representatives of the various communities, and we discussed their intentions to build this area into a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural society, as well as how they can develop their prospects as part of the overall development of the area," he said.

Asked why there were no Albanian representatives in the morning meeting, Ambassador Chowdhury said that they had wanted particularly to meet with minority communities in the Prizren area, and that the delegation was meeting other communities in other places.

To a question on Kosovo's prospects for the future, he said,  "We hope that with the participation of everyone, with the sincere intentions of everyone, the future will be good. The United Nations is very much committed to that process and we are seeing now the operations of UNMIK towards that aim."

Asked his assessment of the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1244, Ambassador Chowdhury said: "We are making the best effort to implement that resolution, and we are here to see how that resolution is being implemented. This is the first  field visit that we are making and when we come to the end of the visit, we will know where we stand."

The Security Council delegation proceeded to Mitrovica this afternoon for an overview of the situation there and a look at employment projects and a Kosovo Protection Corps clean-up project. They were also to meet with the leaders of the Albanian and Serb communities, Bajram Rexhepi and Oliver Ivanovic, respectively.

From Mitrovica, they were to fly to Gracanica to meet Bishop Artemije, Serb National Council leader. At the end of the day, they were to meet with Stanimir Vukicevic, of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia Committee for Cooperation with UNMIK.

Yesterday afternoon, following the delegation's arrival, they had a three-and-a-half hour briefing with the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Bernard Kouchner, his deputy Jock Covey and the UNMIK pillar heads. UNMIK gave full briefings on the situation in Kosovo, including the work of the Joint Interim Administration, Interim Administrative Council and Kosovo Transitional Council; the security situation; the protection of national communities and the Agenda for Co-existence; Mitrovica; the planned elections and the registration process which began yesterday; the judicial system; the economy; the work of the municipalities and democratization. Presentations were followed by a question and answer session, during which questions were raised by delegates on the implementation of Resolution 1244.

On the issue of missing persons and those detained in prisons in Serbia, Ambassador Chowdhury  and Ambassador Duval of Canada, whose country currently holds the  Security Council presidency, together with Dr. Kouchner, received the leaders of the Civic Council of Protest which was holding demonstrations yesterday urging more information and action on the missing and detained.

Over a working dinner, the delegation continued its briefing with UNMIK and heard a presentation on economic reconstruction.

The delegation is visiting Kosovo with the following terms of reference: To seek ways to enhance support for the implementation of Resolution 1244; to observe the operations and activities of UNMIK and to gain a greater understanding of the situation on the ground in order to comprehend more fully the difficult challenges faced by UNMIK; to convey a strong message to all concerned on the need to reject all violence, ensure public safety and order, promote stability, safety and security, to support the full and effective implementation of 1244 and fully cooperate with UNMIK to this end;  and  to review the ongoing implementation of the prohibitions imposed by Security Council Resolution 1160 (1998). These prohibitions were on the sale or supply to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, including Kosovo, of arms and related material such as weapons, ammunition and military vehicles and equipment.

The Security Council members here on this visit are the following: Ambassador Anwarul Karim Chowdhury (Bangladesh), the head of mission; Ambassador  Michel Duval (Canada) Ambassador  Arnoldo M. Listre (Argentina); Ambassador Shen Guofang (China); Ambassador Patricia Durrant (Jamaica); Ambassador Hasmy Agam (Malaysia); and Ambassador Sergey Lavrov (Russian Federation).

On Saturday, 29 April, the delegation will visit Gnjilane and Djakovica. They will meet with KFOR contingent commanders and UNMIK police contingent commanders. They will also meet with co-heads of several Administrative Departments and at 7 p.m. they will hold a press briefing at the UNMIK Government Building. The delegation will depart Kosovo on Sunday, 30 April.







