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18 July  2000

Robertson Holds  Kosovo Serb and Albanian Leaders Responsible for Future

PRISTINA--NATO Secretary-General George Robertson, leading a North Atlantic Council delegation here for his fifth visit to Kosovo in a year, delivered strong messages to both Albanian and Serb leaders that they must do more to end the cycle of bloodshed in Kosovo and prepare it for a safe, democratic and multi-ethnic future.

He called on Kosovo Serb leaders to accept responsibility for the crimes of the past, to empathize with those who were victimized by Yugoslav authorities, to alert the War Crimes Tribunal of those who may be guilty, and to assist with freeing Albanian prisoners in Serbia and locating and identifying the missing. And he told Kosovo Albanian leaders to stop the ongoing violence, to communicate the danger this violence has for the future of Kosovo, and to   visit  destroyed churches and the families of victims--to empathize as people who "know more about  harassment than anyone on earth."

Robertson said NATO would be no less resolute in preventing the expulsion of minorities from Kosovo than it was in protecting the Kosovo Albanians last year, even if it meant "building walls and barbed wire" around their communities. Having minorities group into enclaves is not desirable, but may be the only way to kept the communities safely in Kosovo for the time being, he told media in a  briefing this afternoon.

Meanwhile, leaders of the different communities must welcome refugees and displaced persons back home, Robertson said, answering a question on how to heal divided Mitrovica.

However, UNMIK would go ahead with plans for municipal elections in the fall, even if Serbs and others boycott, he said: "They have every right, but they will face the consequences."

Robertson and the delegation of some 20 NATO ambassadors visited KFOR troops and a local hospital in Prizren before entering a round of meetings in Pristina with SRSG Bernard Kouchner and other UNMIK officials, members of the Interim Administrative Council and Kosovo Transitional Council and Kosovo Protection Corps commander General Agim Ceku.

Dr. Kouchner briefed the delegation on security, the situation in Mitrovica, elections, economic assistance, the pending shortfall expected in September in the Kosovo budget and financing needs for the Kosovo Protection Corps, which Dr. Kouchner noted was the responsibility of NATO members. He also appealed for funds to pay pensions, social welfare benefits and assistance to war invalids.
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