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SRSG takes voting message to Leposavic

Leposavic, Kosovo – SRSG Michael Steiner today reiterated the importance of total Serb participation in Saturday’s municipal elections during a visit to Leposavic, a Serb dominated municipality in the northeast corner of Kosovo. 

“Four years is a long time and Serbs can not afford to be shut out of the legitimate institutions for this long of a time,” said SRSG Michael Steiner. “Serbs have a responsibility to vote, and not only in areas where they are a clear majority.”

 “If Serbs want to come back to Kosovo they have to vote. Because they will return municipality by municipality and if they have a municipal assembly where nobody speaks Serbian and nobody can say to them “welcome” in Serbian, then their return will be very hard.”

SRSG Michael Steiner began his tour with a visit to the St. Vasilije Ostroski Church, which is still under construction. In speaking with Priest Arsovic Milija, SRSG Michael Steiner agreed that the church was a good sign that the citizens of Leposavic were committed to staying in Kosovo. The church is being financed by donations from the Leposavic community.

SRSG Michael Steiner then visited the Petoletka factory, which makes hydraulic machine parts. Although Petoletka used to supply the Obiliq power complex with spare parts, the relationship between the two was severed after the conflict. Obilic is currently obtaining spare parts from abroad. SRSG Michael Steiner and factory director Sinisa Radosavljevic spoke of rebuilding ties and the importance of utilizing all of Kosovo’s industrial potential and manpower to build a more self-sufficient economy. 

In speaking to journalists and citizens in Leposavic, SRSG Michael Steiner drew a parallel between the success of the elections and the success of the upcoming Kosovo donor’s conference to be held in Brussels on November 5th. 

“This donor conference depends on participation in elections in the whole of Kosovo. I have always said that a donor’s conference makes sense if we create legitimate structures. Without legitimate structures you won’t have readiness of investors – an investor won’t invest his good money in a place that’s still the grey zone.”

