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PRISTINA - SRSG Michael Steiner will deliver the following address “Taking Responsibility for 2003” at 2000 hrs on Kosovo TV stations today.

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR 2003

Dear Kosovans,

The year ahead of us will not be easy.

We face three hard challenges.

In the Economy  - Where far too many people have no jobs.

With Crime  -  Where there is still Mafia style organised crime.

On Multiethnicity - Where there is still no real multiethnic society. Where there are still enclaves and people from minorities are harassed all to often.

And in this situation we have institutions, who have not yet grasped their responsibilities.

You know the Kosovo blame game “We haven’t got the competence -  we can’t do anything –  it’s the international community’s fault.”

But this is a fake debate. What is the reality?

The reality is that your leaders are not in opposition anymore. They are in power, and they have real power.

Your government controls 350 million euros. That’s 700 million DM in old money.

It has ten ministries. It is responsible for essentials like schools, hospitals, or transport.

That means your children’s education. It means your health. It means your roads.

These are vital responsibilities in any government. These are the issues on which elections in Europe are won and lost.

Are they not worth your leaders attention?

They must be ready to take on their responsibilities.

Let’s take the hot topic of income tax.

I understand the concerns of the people. But let’s be clear about the real situation.

The tax rate of twenty percent for income over 3,000 euros was decided even before I arrived in Kosovo.

It was endorsed in the Economic and Fiscal Council (the EFC) by your Government on 14 October.

It was the Government who, alongside UNMIK, officially informed the whole donor community what this rate was on 5 November in Brussels.

But what did we all hear last week?

“Steiner’s to blame!”

That’s not the responsible way to deal with such a serious issue.

Instead, I  have now invited the Government to present a concrete and workable proposal to the EFC at a special meeting this coming Friday.

I will then act swiftly – of course taking into account the social realities of Kosovo.

But we must shoulder these responsibilities together and not just shift the blame.

****

Dear Kosovans,

No one expected things to be perfect immediately. However, UNMIK has to and wants to handover more power to your Government and institutions.

Let me be clear - I am ready to hand over all competencies I legally can by the end of this year to the Provisional Institutions.

But on one condition. They have to work more seriously. If they do I will develop a joint plan directly with Prime Minister Bajram Rexhepi – to work out how this transfer can be done smoothly and efficiently. And Bajram and I work together well.

However,  I want to be equally clear that there are certain things that I cannot transfer:

Believe me, I will insist on fair treatment for minorities.

And external relations, the fight against organised crime and security - these will remain with me. 

These are my mandate – entrusted to me by the highest international authority in the world, the Security Council of the United Nations.

****

Before addressing our priorities for 2003, let’s not forget what we have achieved in 2002.  

We have achieved a lot together.

We have established the Government. We have transferred the remaining prisoners from Serbia to Kosovo. We have a privatisation law. 

We held peaceful, successful democratic municipal elections. 

You can travel freely to Albania and Macedonia soon to other neighbours with your KS plates and your Kosovo insurance. 

We have an agreement on police cooperation with all our neighbours.  

We have brought the northern part of Mitrovica out of the grey zone. And I will stick to my promise that there will be no partition. 
By the way let me just mention Belgrade here. 

If we had no dialogue with Belgrade how else would we have got the prisoners back?

How else can we discover what has happened to the missing? 

How else would we have got the Goddess on the throne back to the Pristina museum? 

But at the same time we will never allow a return to the past where Kosovo affairs were decided in Belgrade.

Therefore, I say on Belgrade:  “Cooperation yes – interference no.”

* * * *

Anyway, back to our priorities.

First the economy:

Let’s not fool ourselves.  In a modern economy there is only one way to create jobs and that is by attracting investment. 

When do you think investors will be ready to invest in Kosovo? 

Only when they can be confident that their money won’t be lost.

Only when they can rely on the legal system. 

Only when they can trust the institutions.

Only when freedom of movement and property rights apply.

Only when they can rely on getting things done efficiently, without red tape or baksheesh.

In short, only when Kosovo shows that it is reaching the standards I have outlined in the benchmarks.

These standards are not obstacles. On the contrary, they point the way to Kosovo’s future.

We also have to make it easy for business to invest in Kosovo.  Many investors have already told us of their frustrations here.

They have to get a form here, a stamp there, and a signature somewhere else. You all know the drill well. 

We need a single place where investors can go.  One office where they can get everything done.  A one stop shop.

Obviously this is something we need to do together with the Government.

To help everyone to travel to Kosovo, Pristina airport is being improved and within a year it will be handed across from KFOR  to civilian management.

There will also be an airline for Kosovo.  

Recently I was particularly pleased to be able to present awards to the first two Kosovan airline pilots who were trained and qualified in Germany. 

These may be the first to fly the planes of the new airline for Kosovo.

Second Crime:

You and I are fed up that the name of Kosovo is still tarnished by criminals who think they are not bound by the law. By gangsters who settle old scores with murder and violence.

We are all trying to establish a respectable society in Kosovo with respected institutions.

At the same time you have booby trapped bombs in public places, smuggling on the borders and corruption in business and civil administration.

You the population should demand that all elected politicians and public officials make it crystal clear that they have absolutely no links with this underworld. 

As I have said many times: There will be no tolerance for crime. 

Tomorrow, the Guardia di Finanza, who have specific experience in Italy in the fight against the Mafia will begin their work against corruption and fraud in the new Financial Investigation Unit, the FIU. 

But more importantly, let’s not forget your own KPS. The Kosovo Police Service is a success story. We now have well trained, fine Kosovo policemen and women who have acquired new skills in modern police methods. 

I will now include Kosovo police in the most sensitive areas of the fight against serious and organised crime so that together we can be more efficient and effective. 

They have earned our trust and we will use their knowledge of how the criminal underworld works.

Let me also say one thing here about the press.

With press freedom comes responsibility. There are some excellent journalists in Kosovo who write many good, courageous and interesting reports and commentaries about Kosovo’s problems. 

It is also the job of the press to be critical and I relish informed criticism.

But articles that contain hate speech and that inflame tensions are unacceptable. 

Therefore, I will support action taken by the  authorised independent bodies against hate speech and I will ensure that any fines or punishments are enforced.

Third multiethnicity:

Why does Kosovo have to become a truly multiethnic society? 

I will tell you why. The international community came to Kosovo in an unprecedented effort to end Milosevic’s ethnic oppression. 

They came in defence of fundamental human rights – in defence of the weak over the strong.

The world was full of sympathy for those who had been driven out of their homes in the most barbaric way. 

UNMIK and KFOR were then sent to help build a society free of the oppression of the past. Where the values that led to action here were upheld.

You know that Kosovo still needs the international community’s help. Kosovo cannot progress just on its own.

So then Kosovo needs to prove that this huge international investment of people and resources was worthwhile. It needs to prove that it is creating a society where every Kosovan regardless of ethnic origin can live in security and dignity.    

Do not forget that your neighbours in Kosovo have the same rights as you. You must welcome back to Kosovo those people who choose to return. 

Only then will the international community remain sympathetic, continue with their support and welcome you in Europe -  where Kosovo belongs. 

****
Dear Kosovans, 

As I said in the beginning, the year 2003 will not be easy.

But I believe that we can deal with the challenges ahead if we tackle them together. And if we are all serious.

We have no time for blame games or fake debates.

The time for solving Kosovo’s final status will come, but not in 2003.

This year we need to attack the three priorities.

We need to boost the economy – to give your children a future.
We need to attack crime – to give your families security.

We need to create a multiethnic society – in order for you all to be welcome into the family of  European societies. 

I am ready to work for this, but I want to do it in cooperation – I want to transfer as much responsibility as possible to institutions who are prepared to work seriously for Kosovo.

If we, UNMIK, Kosovo’s Institutions and the people of Kosovo  role up our sleeves and work together I am confident that we can do it.

This week I will invite the political party leaders to explain my concept in order to get their support.

But in the end, the most decisive element will be the continued support of you - the people of Kosovo.

Thank you and good night.

