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Main Stories                                  20 June
__________________________________________________
· AAK and PDK accuse each other of organized crime (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi’s invitation (Express)
· Serbia has to change course (Express)

· Topi’s summit (dailies)

· Time for diplomacy (Express, dailies)

· Kosovo provides adequate security, says head of UNHCR (Koha Ditore)

· AAK requests official use of Turkish in five municipalities (Zëri, dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

AAK and PDK accuse each other of organized crime (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the accusations and counteraccusations between the leaders of the Alliance for the Future of Kosovo (AAK) party and Government officials from the Democratic Party of Kosovo (PDK) have not ended. 
On Friday, Ramush Haradinaj criticized government structures for the rise of organized crime in the country. Government officials accused him of being the “head” of a group racketeering in the city of Peja. “If Grabovci has any information about racketeering, it is best for him to tell the police and public persecutors, whether they are national or international,” said Haradinaj.
Grabovci did not provide any evidence in connection to the accusation. “Racketeering is a public secret, which all citizens know about,” he said,  adding “for purposes of transparency, Ramush has to say before the people the origin of his wealth, the palaces, his properties in Kosovo, Albania and other countries”.
Thaçi’s Invitation (Express)
Express reports that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi appealed to Serbs to participate in the 15 November elections. According to Thaçi, Kosovo is a place for everyone. The invitation of the Government comes a few days after Milan Ivanovic called on Serbs to boycott the local elections, the first to be held since Kosovo declared independence.
“In the name of the Government, I invite all Serbs to take part in this democratic process because Kosovo is a democratic state, a state for all citizens who should respect the democratic process of participation and of taking the responsibility,” said Thaçi.
Serbia has to change course (Express)
Citing an interview in the newspaper Danas, Express reports that Croatia’s President Stipe Mesic said that “no one is pressuring Serbia to recognize Kosovo,” adding that “it is an issue for Serbia, its institutions and its citizens what decision it will take towards the reality [independence], which is irreversible.”
In the interview in Danas, Mesic also said that “Serbia, most importantly because of the Serbs in Kosovo, has to find some sort of modus vivendi with Kosovo”  
Topi’s summit (dailies)
All dailies report that Albania’s President Bamir Topi will host a meeting in Vlore, Albania with Kosovo’s President Fatmir Sejdiu, Montenegro’s President Filip Vujanovic and Macedonia’s President Georgi Ivanov. Topi will try to repair the damage his counterparts in the region caused by not inviting Sejdiu to their respective countries. Accoring to a communiqué of the Albania President, the  presidents will meet in Vlore on 23 and 24 June 2009.
Time for diplomacy (Express, dailies)
Express reports that the NATO Supreme Allied Commander Europe during NATO’s bombing campaign against Serbia, Wesley Clark, told the Voice of America that the reduction of KFOR troops in Kosovo is the right step because the time for diplomacy has come. Clark made the comment at a ceremony in the Kosovo Embassy in Washington. 
Clark came to Washington to give Kosovo the military uniform he wore when he led the 78-day campaign, which led to the withdrawal of Serb police and military from Kosovo. The uniform will be placed in a new part of the Kosovo museum dedicated to the United States.
Kosovo provides adequate security, says the head of UNHCR (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that the head of UNHCR in Kosovo, Herman Stuurwold, one day before the International Day of Refugees on 20 June, said that Kosovo society has forgotten the past “and moved forward to the future while giving a hand to the refugees, regardless of their ethnic background.”
Kosovo has about 20,000 people displaced inside the territory of Kosovo and 200,000 more who are outside its borders, said Stuurwold.

“Through the flow of support and commitment of Kosovo institutions, but also different international organizations, some displaced persons were able to return to Kosovo, and also persons who are displaced within Kosovo have been able to go back to their homes,” said Stuurwold.
AAK requests the official use of Turkish in five municipalities (Zëri, dailies)

Zëri reports that the highest officials of AAK yesterday sent a letter to the head of the Kosovo Assembly, Jakup Krasniqi, and to the municipal assemblies in which they requested that Turkish be an official language in five municipalities, Pristina, Mitrovica, Gjilan, Prizren and Vushtrri. This initiative was made public yesterday in a press conference given by the head of AAK, Ramush Haradinaj, and a member of the AAK presidency, Ergyn Koroglu.
“This initiative will be supported by all parts of AAK, from our parliamentary group as well as our members of the assemblies in those municipalities,” said Haradinaj.

Belgrade Media Summary – 19 June
· Jeremic and Hyseni Disagree at UN SC About Number of Serb IDPs

· UNHCR: Serbia has Most IDPs in Europe

· Mesic: Belgrade should not Punish States that Recognized Kosovo

· Still no Agreement on New Local Governments

Jeremic and Hyseni Disagree at UN SC About Number of Serb IDPs

Vecernje Novosti reported that Serbian and Kosovo’s Foreign Ministers, Vuk Jeremic and Skender Hyseni at the UN Security Council’s session on Kosovo two days ago had an argument about the number of Serbs who fled Kosovo. “This sort of game with figures and science fiction can only do harm”, said Hyseni following Jeremic’s statement that 200,000 internally displaced Serbs have not returned to Kosovo. Hyseni said that “there were never more than 195,000 Serbs in Kosovo” and that the number of Serbs living in Kosovo today was “around 130,000”. Jeremic responded by saying that “it was a shame that somebody should bring into question official figures by UNHCR”, Vecernje Novosti reported.
UNHCR: Serbia has Most IDPs in Europe

On the occasion of the World Refugee Day, 20 June, the daily Danas ran an article on refugees and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Serbia. According to UNHCR’s figures from 2008, there are 97,000 refugees in Serbia – 70,000 from Croatia and 27,000 from B&H and 206,000 IDPs from Kosovo, making Serbia a state with the largest total number of refugees and IDPs in Europe, Danas wrote. The number of refugees in Serbia went down in the period 1996 - 2008 by 80%, mainly as a result of integration in Serbia. More than 200,000 persons have been granted Serbian citizenship, which is the largest process of integration in Europe, Danas reported.

Four Former Paramilitaries Sentenced to 75 years of Prison for War Crime

Council for War Crimes of the Belgrade’s District Court sentenced yesterday four former members of the paramilitary group called Scorpions to terms from 15 to 20 years in prison for the murder of 14 civilians in Podujevo in Kosovo, Danas reported. The judge said that the Court found the four guilty of opening fire on 19 civilians in the yard of the house of the Gashi family on 28 March 1999, killing 14 persons, seven of whom were minors. Zeljko Djukic, Dragan Medic and Dragan Borojevic were sentenced to 20 years in prison while Miodrag Solaja was sentenced to 15 years in prison as the Court determined he was under 18 when he committed the crime. Five children from the group, who testified at the trial, were saved by the members of the Special Antiterrorist Unit (SAJ) of the Serbian Ministry of Interior when they arrived at the scene, Danas reported. The paramilitary unit Scorpions operated under the authority of the Ministry of Interior as part of SAJ’s reserve troops. Bruno Vekaric, spokesman to the Serbian War Crimes Prosecution Office said that the Prosecution was satisfied with the sentences and that with this verdict, the Court has sent the message that “there are no untouchables in Serbia”.

Mesic: Belgrade should not Punish States that Recognized Kosovo

Croatian President Stjepan Mesic, who is participating in the summit of the Central and South East European Heads of States in Novi Sad, told the daily Danas that “Serbia should find a modus vivendi with Kosovo, above all for the sake of the Serbs living in Kosovo”. “What is important, however, is that Serbia should not punish in any way the states that have established relations with Kosovo”, said Mesic.

Still no Agreement on New Local Governments

Vecernje Novosti ran a commentary on the current stalemate as to the formation of local governments in Belgrade’s municipalities in Zemun and Vozdovac following local elections in which no party gained a majority. Dragan Markovic Palma, leader of JS (United Serbia) and Jovan Krkobabic, leader of the PUPS (Party of United Pensioners), which ran together on the list with the Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) in parliamentary elections, want to form a local coalition with the Serb Progressive Party (SNS) of Tomislav Nikolic, which won most votes, but the SPS leader Ivica Dacic has not pronounced his opinion yet. It is not clear whether the forging of a coalition of PUPS/JS with SNS on the local level would break their coalition with SPS, affecting the composition of the Serbian Government. The Socialists maintain that their coalition partners cannot make any deals with other parties without SPS’ consent, as per their coalition agreement, Vecernje Novosti reported. Markovic Palma, on the other hand, says that the alliances on the local level cannot put at risk the ruling coalition. 

Tomislav Nikolic and Vojislav Kostunica, leader of the Democratic Party of Serbia (DSS) are to meet next Monday to discuss the options for a local coalition. One of the obstacles to a possible alliance between SNS and DSS could be the latter’s earlier statements that there could be no coalitions with the ruling parties and that the Serb Radical Party (SRS) should also be included. The SNS has said earlier that the SRS was welcome to participate in the local government led by the SNS but the Radicals have said that the precondition for a possible cooperation with the SNS would be for SNS to relinquish to SRS the seats in the Serbian Parliament that they have kept after they had split from SRS. Tomislav Nikolic, leader of SNS, told Vecernje Novosti that a coalition with the Democratic Party (DS), which came second in the local elections, would be “the last of options and only in case negotiations with the Radicals and Populists (DSS + New Serbia) were to fail”. A Democratic Party spokesperson has said that the DS of Boris Tadic is “at this point not considering any local coalitions”, Vecernje Novosti reported.

A Majority in Serbia are for Integration into the EU

According to an opinion survey carried out by the Serbian Government’s EU Integration Office, 61% of citizens of Serbia are in favour of Serbia’s membership in the EU, 17% are against and 14% would abstain if there were a vote on Serbia’s EU accession, Vecernje Novosti reported.
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