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· Lawyers doubtful of tribunal’s benefit for ICJ (Koha Ditore)
· Reductions in line with building KSF (Kosova Sot, dailies)

· Departure of Serbs continues (Express)

· They don’t give up (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Lawyers doubtful of tribunal’s benefit for ICJ (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that at least one Kosovo government minister assesses that the conviction of five former Serbian high officials for participation in a joint criminal enterprise in Kosovo will not have a major impact in the International Court of Justice, which in two years will rule on the legality of Kosovo’s independence declaration. Kosovo’s Minister of Public Services Arsim Bajrami, who lectures on constitutional rights at the University of Pristina, said Kosovo should not invest in the stance that “genocide produced the independence of Kosovo,” which he said could lead to political damage. 

“We cannot focus only on the fact that what happened in Kosovo was genocide, because that leads to the antithesis: what would happen in Kosovo if the genocide did not happen?” said Bajrami. “Would that mean that Kosovo is part of Serbia?” He said that the argument should be based on self-determination and that Kosovo has exercised its right to self-determination, “the same as Slovenia, Croatia and other former Republics of Yugoslavia.”
Reductions in line with building up KSF (Kosova Sot, dailies)

Kosova Sot reports that the possible reduction of international KFOR peacekeepers in Kosovo should correspond to the build up of the Kosovo Security Force and its integration into NATO, said Kosovo Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi when commenting on the recent announcement of the KFOR Commander, Lt.-Gen. Giuseppe Emilio Gay, on the possible NATO troop reduction in Kosovo. “You have seen that Kosovo produced stability not only for itself, but also for the region. We think that the NATO troop reduction should proceed in parallel with building up the troops of the Kosovo Security Force,”  said Kuçi. 
Departure of Serbs continues (Express)
Express reports that the State Secretary in Serbia’s Ministry for Kosovo, Oliver Ivanovic, said that the displacement of Serbs from Kosovo continues, adding that those who say the contrary are biased. 
Ivanovic said he is worried about the statements Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi made during his visit to the United States that “no Serb has left Kosovo since the declaration of independence.” Ivanovic said there is a tendency to encourage the departure of Serbs, which according to him is ongoing. 
The issue of Serbs’ displacement became an object of Serbia’s propaganda, which had contended that if the declaration of independence occurred all Serbs would leave Kosovo, according to Express. One year after independence, Kosovo authorities have used the lack of displacement of Serbs as a counter-argument in support of independence.
They don’t give up (Express)
Express reports that two opposition parties, AAK and LDD, disagreed with the statement of the International Steering Group (ISG) for Kosovo in support of the International Civilian Representative’s and Kosovo President’s decision on the holding of general elections. 
The AAK called the ISG’s statement political and demanded the involvement of the Constitutional Court, while LDD offered its support for the AAK. “The statement of the International Steering Group for Kosovo in support of the decision that national elections will not be held this year is a political stance and does not reflect a legal decision,” said Ardian Gjini, head of the AAK parliamentary group.
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