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· Dell: Deputies to not miss the assembly session (Zëri)

· Feith: Decision of Constitutional Court should be respected (Kosova Sot)

· Three weeks to elect the President (Express)

· The requests of the opposition (Express)

· Assembly adopts 2011 budget with PTK article and salary increase (dailies)

· EULEX tightens up (Zëri)

· Kuwait to consider recognition of Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Dell: MPs do not miss the assembly session (Zëri)

Zëri reports that the U.S. Ambassador in Pristina, Christopher Dell, call on all members of the Kosovo Assembly to take part in the session that will elect the new president. Dell said this is a constitutional obligation of MPs, also stipulated in the latest ruling of the Constitutional Court. 

In a press communiqué, Dell called on all citizens, institutions and political parties to respect the ruling of the Constitutional Court. “It is important for the further development of rule of law in Kosovo that the rulings of the court are respected in practice and theory. We pay special attention to the ruling of the Constitutional Court that all elected MPs are obliged to carry out their duties, including the obligation to take part in the establishment of constitutional institutions of Kosovo,” Dell said.  

Feith: Decision of Constitutional Court should be respected (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that the EU Special Representative in Kosovo Pieter Feith has called on all stakeholders to respect the decision of the Constitutional Court. “I believe those MPs who have requested the ruling of the Court in relation to the assembly session on 22 February 2011, have moral and political obligations to respect the ruling and I hope they will fulfill their duties vis-à-vis their constituencies by taking part in the assembly session. At the same time, I hope assembly members will ensure a regular and legitimate proceeding at the Assembly,” Feith said in a statement to the media.

Three weeks to elect the President (Express)

Express reports that the Kosovo Assembly has three weeks to elect a new president otherwise the country will go to extraordinary elections. Constitutional expert Arsim Bajrami told the paper on Thursday that regardless of the Constitutional Court’s ruling that the election of the president was unconstitutional the 60-day deadline has started. “The deadline commences on the first day regardless of the fact that the proceeding was unconstitutional,” he added.

The paper notes that if the president is not elected on April 22nd, then extraordinary elections must be held within 45 days after the assembly is dissolved. 

At the same time, AKR MPs told reporters that they might submit today their request for an extraordinary assembly session. Meanwhile, they are also collecting signatures for a counter-candidate for Pacolli, who is also expected to be an AKR MP.

The requests of the opposition (Express)

Express reports that the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK) is calling for talks with the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) before deciding whether its MPs will stay in the room when the new president is voted. Ismet Beqiri, chief of the LDK parliamentary group, said the LDK request relates to an agreement for changing the Law on Elections, constitutional amendments and setting a timeline for new elections. “Our positions are very clear. As LDK we favour a provisional agreement that will set a certain timeline,” Beqiri was quoted as saying. 

Assembly adopts 2011 budget with PTK article and salary increase (dailies)

All dailies report that the Kosovo Assembly yesterday adopted the 2011 budget with 66 votes in favour, 25 against and 12 abstained. MPs from PDK, the New Kosovo Coalition and minority communities voted in favour of the budget, while LDK MPs voted against, AAK MPs abstained and Vetëvendosje MPs left the assembly room in sign of dissatisfaction with the fact that Article 4 of the budget paves way to the privatization of the Kosovo Post and Telecom (PTK). Express reports that the adoption of the budget was followed by major protests and clashes between police and PTK unionists. Some of the latter were arrested after trying to go inside the assembly building. The paper quotes opposition representatives as saying that Article 4 is unconstitutional and smuggled. Zëri reports on a heated debate between the majority and opposition at yesterday’s assembly session.

EULEX tightens up (Zëri)

Zëri reports that EULEX chief Xavier Bout De Marnhac has tightened his associates telling them to put their “hands in fire” on some issues which he considered as “hot” this year. Marnhac’s instructions come at a time when EULEX has one year left in Kosovo. 
Unnamed sources told the paper that De Marnhac gathered his associates far from the media and announced four priority issues for EULEX this year, including the Limaj case. The EULEX chief called for more cooperation between the offices of the three components of the mission in order to secure a smooth pace of work. “The Limaj issue is the most sensitive one,” Marnhac is reported to have said last Friday.

The second priority issue, according to the EULEX chief, is the northern part of Kosovo. The third hot issue is the start of dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, and the fourth issue is Dick Marty’s report.

During the meeting, Marnhac did not guarantee anyone how long they would be working in Kosovo as EULEX staff and reminded them that the mission’s mandate expires on June 2012.
Kuwait to consider recognition of Kosovo’s independence (dailies)

Several dailies report that Foreign Affairs Minister Enver Hoxhaj met yesterday with a delegation of the Friendship Group of the Kuwaiti Parliament, who are visiting Kosovo. Hoxhaj expressed the readiness of Kosovo institutions to establish friendly relations with Kuwait, adding that the two countries need to intensify cooperation between governments, parliaments and citizens. The head of the Kuwaiti delegation, Waleed Al-Tabtabae said his country would very soon consider recognizing the independence of Kosovo.

Zëri
Front page

· Strategy to rout out EULEX

· EULEX tightens up

· Dell: MPs do not miss the session!

· Budget is adopted, PTK will be sold

· Opposition outside whenever Pacolli is voted

· Census starts today

Other headlines

· Kuwait on eve of recognizing Kosovo’s independence (2)

· Minister Rexhepi to visit Skopje (2)

· Feith: Decision of the Constitutional Court should be respected (4)

· PAK opposes administrator for Trepça (6)

· Stefanovic disappointed with talks (9)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Election of the president is blocked

· Budget approved without votes of the opposition

· Russia recognizes independence of Kosovo [April’s Fool Joke]
Other headlines

· Kuwait towards official recognition of Kosovo (2)

· Ambassadors will not be changed (2)

· Violence against protesters (3)

· Hoxha: President was smuggled, civil society was attacked (4)

· Feith: Decision of the Constitutional Court should be respected (4)

· Dialogue, with a question mark (4)

· U.S. Embassy calls on MPs (4)

· Krasniqi to Buzhala: Read the constitution (5)

· UNDP supports Kosovo’s development strategy (6)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Census starts today

· U.S. and EU: You asked for it, respect it

· Tahiri: We are a state, dialogue is only on technical issues

· Kuwait to recognize Kosovo soon

· Budget is adopted

· Thaçi: In 40 days, I kept one of my key promises

Other headlines

· Berisha: Dialogue has nothing to do with border changes (2)

· Minister Rexhepi to visit Skopje today (2)

· U.S. Embassy call on MPs to fulfill their duties (4)

· ‘Trepça’ in the hands of Albanians? (8)

· Violently against privatization (9)

Express

Front page

· President or elections

· Adoption of budget followed by clashes

· Foreign Policy Club sues the media

· Maliqi: Who failed in the crisis of the president’s election

Other headlines

· Three weeks for the president (4)

· Kuwait to consider recognizing Kosovo independence (5)

· Constitutional obligation (5)

· The requests of the opposition (6)

Lajm
Front page

· Keeps his promise

· Kosovo benefits from dialogue

· PAK against the “administrator”

· Suzana to challenge Pacolli

Other headlines

· A lesson for the majority and the opposition (2)

· Kuwait to formalize recognition of Kosovo (3)

· Sovereignty is non-negotiable (3)

· Census begins (4)

· Tahiri: The north does not exist as a topic of talks (5)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Country without a president, opposition boycott provokes early elections

· 2011 budget approved, PTK to be privatized, salaries raised

· MPs have moral and political obligations for the country and the people 

Other headlines

· Berisha-Tahiri: Technical dialogue contributes to stability (2)

· Qirijazi: Unification of standards, most important thing for Kosovo Army (3)

· PTK workers protest in front of the Assembly (4)

· Census starts today (6)

· CDHRF reacts against violence on PTK workers (6)

· Is Serb memorandum returning!? (7)

· PAK: Trepça cannot have an international administrator (10)

· Kosovo’s priority – recognitions and integration (11)

· Myzejene Selmani, Pacolli’s counter-candidate (11)

· Feith: Constitutional Court and attendance in assembly to be respected (11)

Infopress

Front page

· LDK divided over Pacolli

· Census starts today

· De Maiziere calls on Thaçi to reach compromise with opposition on talks with Serbia and election of president 

Other headlines

· Dell and Feith: MPs, stay in the assembly session (2)

· The opposition in talks, too (2)

· AKR with two candidates for president (3)

· A consensual president is needed (5)

· Decision to sell PTK is expected to go to the Constitutional Court (6)
Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.

