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· Little trust for UNMIK Police (Koha Ditore)
· Sejdiu: Nothing more, nothing less than Ahtisaari plan (Koha Ditore)

· PM Thaçi dismisses Deputy Minister Osmani (dailies)

· Border demarcation between Kosovo and Macedonia begins (dailies)

· Rexhepi: UNMIK officials collaborate with Serb parallel structures (Koha Ditore)

· Rohan: Partition can not be discussed (Express)

· Initially chargés d’affaires (dailies) 

· Surroi: The unfinished business (Koha Ditore)

· In the hands of CEC (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Little trust for UNMIK Police (Koha Ditore)

Despite all their differences, Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs share the same opinion in regards to trusting UNMIK Police, writes Koha Ditore, referring to a report presented by the OSCE on Monday. The report was based on a survey to assess Kosovo citizens’ attitudes towards the security institutions in Kosovo. Only 3 percent of respondents said they trusted UNMIK police. 
Sejdiu: Nothing more, nothing less than Ahtisaari plan (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo authorities have sworn their position vis-à-vis Ahtisaari’s plan, stating on Monday that they do not plan to hold discussions on anything outside of the Ahtisaari package. 

“We will undertake all necessary actions…for fulfilling all promises in accordance with the Ahtisaari proposal, but we will not accept any action that is against that,” Sejdiu is quoted as saying, after meeting with the International Steering Group. 
PM Thaçi dismisses Deputy Minister Osmani (dailies)
An argument between Minister of Transport and Communications Fatmir Limaj (PDK) and Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry Naser Osmani (LDK) during a Kosovo Assembly session has led to the dismissal of the latter by PM Hashim Thaçi, papers report today.

The subject of discussion during the session was a proposal from LDK to remove from the agenda a review of recommendations of members for selection to the Procurement Body for Review on the grounds that the list contained only three names instead of the required five. Limaj argued that the list should be voted on as it was. Osmani reacted by telling Limaj he had no right to speak as a member of PDK, which had already used the time at its disposal. Koha Ditore reports that Osmani used vulgar words against Limaj, as well as against the Kosovo Government. The paper quotes members of the Assembly as saying that Limaj also showed no restraint, responding to the insults in the same manner.

Shortly after the incident, PM Hashim Thaçi, took a decision to dismiss Osmani who in the meantime, after consultations with President Fatmir Sejdiu, apologized and retracted his words. Osmani considered the decision “unilateral” and asked for the sanction to be either annulled or issued to Limaj as well. 

In editorial in Express, Ilir Mirena writes that the incident caused by Osmani reflects “countless tragic-comic episodes” that have plagued LDK as a result of intra-party chaos.  

Border demarcation between Kosovo and FYR Macedonia begins (dailies)
Delegations from Kosovo, FYR Macedonia and Albania attended yesterday the first step towards demarcation of the border in the Sharr mountains. Zëri reports that the demarcation is based on a 2001 agreement between Skopje and Belgrade, and is in accordance with the Ahtisaari proposal.

Rexhepi: UNMIK officials collaborate with Serb parallel structures (Koha Ditore)

On Monday, Mayor of Mitrovica Bajram Rexhepi accused UNMIK officials of cooperating with representatives of Serb parallel structures because the officials are not declaring invalid the “Serb parallel Assembly” that was constituted on Saturday. As a concrete example, Rexhepi cited the UNMIK spokesperson for Mitrovica, Gyorgy Kakuk. 

“UNMIK’s Spokesman Gyorgy Kakuk in his pronunciations to the media regarding the Assembly of Serb Municipalities did not present a clear stance regarding this issue, even though a while ago UNMIK leaders clarified that structures that derived from the contested elections in May are illegal,” Rexhepi said during a Security Committee meeting. 

“Confusion from the UNMIK officials from Mitrovica shows that the UNMIK leaders collaborate with Serb parallel structures and with the winners of the contested elections, putting UNMIK’s credibility in a more difficult position”, Rexhepi said.  

The UNMIK spokesman in Mitrovica, Kakuk, said on KTV that he does not want to discuss whether the Assembly is legitimate or not. “We do not overestimate this fact, earlier we were informed that Serbs of Kosovo had established ‘their assembly’ and we see this act more as symbolic rather than operational,” the paper quoted Kakuk as saying. 

However, it is not only the Mayor of Mitrovica municipality who criticizes Kakuk’s statement. UNMIK officials from Pristina distanced themselves from Kakuk’s statement. They told Koha Ditore that the confusing statement made by Kakuk is not UNMIK’s stance. 

“The comment that was made by Kakuk is not UNMIK’s stance, since it is known that we have declared invalid elections and parallel structures,” the paper quoted UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko as saying.    

Rohan: Partition can not be discussed (Express)

Former special envoy for status negotiation Albert Rohan in an interview for Radio Free Europe said that he supports the idea of re-starting talks between Pristina and Belgrade, but only on practical issues. 

“I very much hope for such dialogue, but a lot depends on the new government in Belgrade. These are discussions on practical issues, having in mind that Kosovo and Serbia are neighbor countries, they have to discuss and deal with as number of agreements,” Express quotes Rohan as saying. 

He emphasized that the option of partition was ruled out by Belgrade, Prishtina and the international community. 
Initially “chargés d’affaires” (dailies) 

Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu said on Monday that initially Kosovo will appoint “chargés d’affaires” to head the first nine diplomatic missions. “It will be impossible to appoint nine ambassadors, speaking from the legal aspect. There will be chargés d’affaires and we will do this very soon,” he told journalists, adding that later through a normal competitive process the official selection of ambassadors will be conducted by the Ministry of foreign affairs.
Surroi: The unfinished business (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore runs an opinion piece by publisher Veton Surroi based on a speech Surroi gave at the Conference on Transatlantic Policies held in Haiki, Greece. “Four months of a geopolitical race have complicated Kosovo’s position,” Surroi argues.

“Four months after its independence, Kosovo has entered the category of unfinished states. Kosovo has not completed its governance throughout its territory; the balance between local governance and international governance still remains open; and although an irreversible fact, independence remains with unfinished international legitimacy as far as membership in multilateral institutions and recognition by world countries is concerned,” said Surroi. “Such a combination can create conditions or an alibi for an irresponsible government and uncertainty in the country’s economic development.”
In the hands of CEC (Express)

The paper reports that it is likely the current Skenderaj Mayor Sami Lushtaku will remain in prison for more than the four months initially expected due to other charges.

Central Elections Commission officials told the paper that the Lushtaku issue was discussed several times in the meetings of this institution, but that a decision whether there should be elections in Skenderaj will be reached this week. 
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page
· Sejdiu: Nothing more or less than Ahtisaari’s plan
· Government tensions, Thaçi dismisses Osmani

· Unfinished independence

· Balkan’s map is being rewritten on the ground as well

· LDK strengthens in Vushtrri, ‘revives’ in Skenderaj

· Adem Salihaj takes unauthorized revolver

· Tadic demands African support against Kosovo

· Bajram Rexhepi accuses UNMIK of collaboration with Serbs
Other headlines
· Bogdanovic: Serb assembly in Kosovo unnecessary (4)

· Little trust in UNMIK Police (6)

· Assembly returns annual work reports of RTK and IMC (6)

· Djukanovic: Careful towards Kosovo (6)

· Albania calls Serb assembly in Mitrovica destructive (7)

· Independence that is not (11)

Zëri

Front page   
· Tussle with Limaj costs Naser Osmani loss of Deputy Minister’s post
· Editorial: EU and Kosovo

· Demarcation of Kosovo – Macedonia border has started

· Feith expects new Belgrade government to facilitate UNMIK task in the north

· Albert Rohan: Partition cannot be discussion topic

· Sejdiu: Kosovo will initially not have ambassadors but chargés d'affaires
Other headlines

· Opposition is accusing government it is interfering in assembly works (2)

· LDK to pronounce itself on Thaçi’s decision today (2)
· Editorial: Slovenia’s big role in positive developments for the state of Kosovo (3)

· The job of public security authorities in Kosovo evaluated as good (4)

· Tadic and Jeremic lobby so that less African states recognize Kosovo’s independence (4)

· Rexhepi says UNMIK structures are cooperating with Serb illegal institutions (5)

· Sooner or later, Serbia should cope with mistakes towards Kosovo (5)

· France takes over EU presidency (6)

Kosova Sot

Front page   
· Thaçi dismisses LDK’s first official

· The only owner of media building is Kosovo Government

· Editorial: An isolated incident of the end of PDK-LDK idyll

· Sejdiu accepts the technical dialog with Belgrade
 

Other headlines

· UNMIK blocks ambassadors (2)
· Talks on border line with Macedonia start (3)

· Rohan: Partition cannot be discussion topic (4)

· OSCE: Deficiencies in security (4)
· Germany against Serb parallel assembly (4)
· Djukanovic: Serbia to accept mistakes with Kosovo (4)
· EU: A leading role for stability in the Balkans (4)
Epoka e Re

Front page   
· Curses himself, Thaçi dismisses him

· The small bandit

· Kosovo-Macedonia border demarcation starts

· Kosovo without ambassadors

· Israel supports the new state of Kosovo

· Steering Group on Kosovo call Serb assembly illegitimate

· France takes over EU presidency

· Osmani’s insults do not ‘shake’ PDK-LDK coalition
Other headlines

· Basha: Serb parallel structures illegitimate (2)
· Djukanovic: Serbia should admit mistakes on Kosovo (2)
· Tadic: African countries to support Serbia’s initiative in the UN (2)
· German government considers Serb assembly illegitimate (2)

· EU: Special care to be paid to Kosovo (3)

· Rohan: Kosovo’s partition cannot be discussion topic (3)

· Security, satisfactory (6)
· Serb assembly creation, worthless (11)

Express

Front page

· Goes out wet

· Mysterious arrest

· Progress indicator

· Lushtaku case, in CEC hands

Other headlines

· Editorial: LDK defends dignity (2)
· Initially, chargés d'affaires (3)
· Serbia to admit mistakes (4)
· Partition cannot be discussed (5)
· Recognitions will continue (5)
· OSCE: There is enough security (7)
· Balkan map rewritten (7)
Lajm

Front page
· A problematic gift

· Dangerous guys

· Speed up decentralization

· Suspicious UNMIK

· First pyramid of the state of Kosovo
Other headlines

· Editorial: The ambassador (2)
· Not ambassadors, but chargés d'affaires (2)
· EU to pay special care to Kosovo (2)

· Basha: Belgrade is kidding itself and Kosovo Serbs (3)

· Serbia to admit mistakes it has done with decades in Kosovo (3)

· Tadic lobbies in African summit against Kosovo’s recognition (3)

· Security satisfactory, despite deficiencies (4)

· Israel supports development in Kosovo (4)

· Serb assembly expresses deep ethnic partition of Kosovo (5)

· There will be no mess for obtaining passports (5)

Bota Sot

Front page
· Cursing and insults between Limaj (PDK) and Osmani (LDK)

· EULEX soon in entire Kosovo

· Rexhepi: Some UNMIK representatives collaborate with Serbs

· France takes over EU presidency

· The so-called ‘Kosovo Serb assembly’ without legal basis and effect

· Prime Minister Thaçi dismisses Deputy Minister Naser Osmani


Other headlines 
· Editorial: A principled stance (2)
· Kosovo will maintain its state sovereignty, there is no dialog with Serbia (4)

· Kosovo’s partition cannot be discussion topic (5)
· Osmani ‘regrets’, withdraws offence words against government and Limaj (7)
· KFOR and KPS the most trusted ones (9)
· Germany against Serb assembly in Kosovo (9)
· Kosovo will initially not have ambassadors but chargé d'affaires (9)

· Kosovo-Macedonia border demarcation has started (9)

InfoPress 

Front page
· Deputy Minister Osmani dismissed

· Difficult process!

· EULEX and ICO in entire Kosovo
Other headlines 
· Comment: Another test (2)
· Kosovo still EU priority (2)

· Kosovo’s status is irreversible (2)

· Serbia to admit mistakes with Kosovo (4)

· Israel supports the state of Kosovo (4)

· Berlin: Serb parallel assembly, an illegal act (4)

· Tirana: Belgrade is kidding with Kosovo Serbs (4)

· Tadic and Jeremic lobby against Kosovo’s recognition (4)

· UNMIK does not keep its promise (12)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Tadic Soliciting African Union’s Support (RTS)
· Demarcation of Border between Kosovo and FYROM Started (Tanjug)

· International Steering Group Hails Progress in Kosovo (Tanjug)
· Romania will not Participate in the Building of Kosovo Institutions (Tanjug)
· Germany Considers the Serb Assembly of Kosovo as Illegitimate (Tanjug)
Tadic Soliciting African Union’s Support (RTS)
President Boris Tadic called on the member nations of African Union (AU) yesterday at the 11th African Union Summit in the Egyptian resort town Sharm el Sheikh to back the resolution that Serbia would submit at the session of the General Assembly of the UN in September, asking for opinion of the International Court of Justice in The Hague on the legality of the unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo, RTS reported. Tadic thanked the African states who had not recognized Kosovo’s independence, saying that those countries therewith demonstrated their commitment to principles of international law. “We are aware that you have been advised to recognize the independence of Kosovo and in the name of the Republic of Serbia I wish to express our gratitude to most of you for your principled position not to do so”, Tadic said. “Motivated by your deep respect for the principles of international law you have deliberated the strategic consequences of the unilateral declaration of Kosovo’s independence for the UN system. You have considered the precedent of Kosovo and realized its potential consequences – the current conflicts could escalate, the frozen conflicts could flare up while some new ones could break out”, Tadic is reported to have told the African Union delegates yesterday. 

Tadic told the journalists that he believed that most of the AU nations would support Serbia’s motion at the General Assembly session in September and pointed out that Africa was also facing secessionist problems and tendencies and that African nations and their leaders were very sensitive as regards secessionism. At the same time, Tadic reaffirmed Serbia’s commitment to non-violent and diplomatic means, while the Serbian Foreign Minister Vuk Jeremic said that Serbia would lobby hard in the next months with the AU and other states not to recognize Kosovo and to support Serbia’s motion at the General Assembly session. 

Demarcation of Border between Kosovo and FYROM Started (Tanjug)

The demarcation of the northern border of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) towards Kosovo started yesterday with the laying of the border stone at the place called Serupa on the Shara Mount, the point where the borders of FYROM, Kosovo and Albania meet. The demarcation is done as per agreement between Belgrade and Skopje from 2001 and by Martti Ahtisaari’s plan that confirmed the agreement, Tanjug reported. The border stone was laid in a ceremony that was attended by the officials of fYROM, Albanian Embassy to Pristina as well as by UNMIK and EULEX officials. With this, the border between Kosovo and FYROM is marked in the length of 12 km. However, the two sides have not yet dealt with the contentious portion of the line, i.e. the 2,500 hectares of land that belongs to the Kosovo Albanians but is located in FYROM, in accordance with the agreement from 2001, signed by the then Presidents of FRY and FYROM, Vojislav Kostunica and Boris Trajkovski. After the agreement on demarcation was signed between Belgrade and Skopje seven years ago Kosovo Albanians have protested and warned the FYROM authorities that the latter would face serious problems if the agreement did not meet the former’s interests. Soon after the agreement was signed, first clashes broke out in the northern FYROM border village of Tanusevci in February 2001 between the ethnic Albanian rebels and FYROM security forces, escalating into a serious conflict that had ended six months later with the mediation of the USA, NATO and the EU, Tanjug reports. Due to the Kosovo Albanian side’s protest, the government in Belgrade is not participating in the new round of talks on 150 km of the border. According to Ahtisaari’s plan, the demarcation of the border between FYROM and Kosovo should be completed in a year’s time. 

International Steering Group Hails Progress in Kosovo (Tanjug)
The International Steering Group for Kosovo (ISG) hailed yesterday in Pristina the progress that was made in Kosovo since the independence had been declared and the Constitution had come into force, Tanjug reported. The Group also welcomed the UN Secretary-General’s report to the Security Council “expressing commitment for reconfiguration of UNMIK and assistance with the deployment of EULEX”. The ISG welcomed at its meeting in Pristina three new members to the group – Norway, Croatia and Lithuania. The Group expressed its firm support to the International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith who “supports the Kosovo authorities in the building of a democratic and multi-ethnic society in which all communities enjoy the rights and protection guaranteed by the Ahtisaari plan and Constitution”, Tanjug reported. The ISG also stressed the importance of the Donors conference for Kosovo to be held in Brussels on 11 June with a view to helping the economic development of Kosovo. Pieter Feith told the journalists that the international community appreciated Kosovo’s commitment to start with decentralization, the attention given to minorities and the fact that the physical demarcation of the border between Kosovo and fYROM had started, Tanjug reported.

President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu, who attended the ISG meeting, said about talks with Belgrade that there were issues of mutual interest, especially related with the energy sector and cooperation in the areas of freedom of movement and fight against organized crime. “Any topic to do with the status of Kosovo will be met with a negative response”, Sejdiu said. 

Romania will not Participate in the Building of Kosovo Institutions (Tanjug)
Romanian President Traian Basescu said yesterday in Brussels that Romania would not participate in the building of institutions that implied the unilaterally declared independence of Kosovo, Tanjug reported. “Our position is very clear - we will not recognize Kosovo”, president Basescu said at the conference “NATO After the Bucharest Summit” on the future of the Alliance. The Romanian President said that his country supported the Alliance’s efforts in Kosovo but only “if they are based on the UN Security Council resolution 1244 and do not imply the recognition in any way”. Basescu added that this also applied to the new KFOR’s tasks related with the training of the Kosovo Security Forces. Romania has 150 thousand troops as part of KFOR. 

Germany Considers the Serb Assembly of Kosovo as Illegitimate (Tanjug)
German government condemned yesterday as illegitimate the establishment of the Assembly of the Union of Serb Municipalities of Kosovo and hailed the fact that democratic parties viz. Democratic Party (DS) did not participate. German Foreign Ministry spokesperson Martin Jaeger said that the fact that democratic Serb parties such as DS did not participate in the inaugural meeting of the Assembly “indicates that this whole thing has no foundation”, Tanjug reported.
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