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· Arresting of criminals fails in the north (dailies)

· Thaçi requests Belgrade not shelter criminals (dailies) 

· Tadic: Thaçi announces violence (Zëri) 

· Tahiri: We will not discuss customs (Epoka e Re)

· Busek: Serbia to propose to Pristina change of borders (dailies)
· French reconfirmation (Express)

· Continues with manipulation (Express) 

· The week of lobbying (Express) 

· The Hague reputes Serbs (dailies)

· Assembly ignores Rahovec, supports the law for Hoca e madhe (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Arresting of criminals fails in the north (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports EULEX did not find and arrest the main suspects in the killing of KP officer Enver Zymberi. EULEX did not find Zvonko Veselinovic, known as Zvonko, Slobodan Blagoje Vucinic, nicknamed Slobo, Ratomir Radun Bozovic nicknamed Dude and Vladan Tihomir Rakic, known as Sise. Arrest warrants exist for all four men. During the operation four houses were raided, three in Zupc and one in Zubin Potok allegedly the village of Zvonko, the main suspect behind the killing of Zymberi. 
The Head of EULEX itself, General Xavier Bout de Marnhac, gave the orders for the failed operation, as after four raids no one was found. Family members of those sought all responded that the said person “has gone to Serbia”. EULEX special forces were able to confiscate weapons and a vehicle thought to have been used to transport the sniper who killed Zymeri. “In the car bullets of the same caliber which killed the policemen were found, this is the biggest evidence that the mission could have to identify the killers of the policemen”, said an international source. 

Thaçi requests Belgrade not to shelter criminals (dailies) 

Dailies report that Kosovo’s Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi appealed yesterday to authorities in Belgrade not to shelter the murderers of the police officer Enver Zymberi.  Thaci also pledged at Kosovo Assembly that parallel structures in the north, many of which are criminal in nature will face justice. Therefore, according to him, Belgrade should distance itself from them as soon as possible in order to prove its respect for international arrest warrants and the rule of law. 

Tadic: Thaçi announces violence (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that Serbia’s President Boris Tadic stated that “the announcements of the Prime Minister of Kosovo Hashim Thaçi, that Serbian institutions in the north are connected to terrorism are a warning for violence.” Tadic stated that Serbia’s reaction will be calm, even though according to him ”Pristina institutions are not without their own organized crime and cannot establish the rule of law in the north.” 

Tahiri: We will not discuss customs (Epoka e Re)

Epoka e re reports that Deputy Prime Minister Edita Tahiri stated that during the meeting 2 September or any other meeting with Serbia Kosovo will not discuss customs, specifically customs points 1 and 31 in the north.”We have continuously said that the platform of the Government of Republic of Kosovo in this dialogue has red lines for the issues which touch the sovergenity, territorial integrity and internal regulation”, said Tahiri.
Busek: Serbia to propose to Pristina change of borders (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the last head of the Stability Pact for Southeast Europe, Erhard Busek, has evaluated that Serbia should propose a change to Kosovo’s borders.  He says that the international community would agree to this solution if Pristina and Belgrade do. “This would be the best solution. The proposal for division should be sent directly to Kosovars and there should be a conversation with them about the division”, said former Austrian Deputy Chancellor for Novi Magazin, transmits Fonet. The Austrian diplomat explained that he is aware that this idea is not finding support in the EU and the USA. “Brussels and Washington say that the borders cannot be changed, but if Pristina and Belgrade would agree among themselves, then also Europeans and Americans would agree with such an idea.”, considers Busek.

French reconfirmation (Express) 

Express reports that the Minister of Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj met French counterpart Alain Juppé on Wednesday. Hoxhaj informed Juppé of the recent developments in Kosovo, stressing that Kosovo is a stabile country in the Balkans. He also stated that the situation in the north of Kosovo was created after Serbia’s rejection to accept Kosovo stamps. 

Juppé expressed support for Kosovo’s progress in political, economic and social development. He congratulated Hoxhaj and the Kosovo Government on the recent recognitions that strengthen its international sovereign status. He stated that France supports Kosovo’s independence. He assured Hoxhaj that France remains a strong friend and partner of Kosovo and expressed “in the eyes of France, territorial integrity of the Republic of Kosovo is nonnegotiable,” said Juppé. 

Continues with manipulation (Express) 

Express reports that the chief of the Serbian delegation in the dialogue with Kosovo, Borko Stefanovic, continues to deceive the public on the issue of customs stamps. Two days before the fifth round of discussions are expected to take place in Brussels, Stefanovic stated that Belgrade is not in a position to accept stamps with state symbols of Kosovo, even though “Kosovo Customs” is written on the customs stamps. Stefanovic stated that for the Serbian party only solutions that are “sufficiently neutral to the status” are acceptable. 
The week of lobbying (Express) 

Express reports that Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli and the Minister of Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj, will participate at the Presidential and Ministerial Week at the United Nations, organized every year in New York, in the second half of September. The Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Artan Behrami confirmed the participation of the representatives of Kosovo institutions at the UN General Assembly, adding that the Ministry is preparing the agenda of the meetings for the President, Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister and the Minister. 

The Hague reputes Serbs (dailies)
Express reports that The Hague Tribunal for War Crimes announced Wednesday that none of the witnesses in the processes against Ramush Haradinaj and Fatmir Limaj have been killed, as indicated in Serbian media recently. In the press communiqué, representative of the ICTY Nerma Jelacic emphasized that the media reports wwere false. Jelacic’s comments came after the Serb Prosecutor for War Crimes Vladimir Vukcevic told the Serbian newspaper Kurir that more than 40 witnesses in the process against Haradinaj and Limaj were killed or intimidated. 
In Pristina the AAK reacted harshly against the Serbian media claims. In an extraordinary press conference, Besnik Tahiri, said that since 2004 no witnesses invited to The Hague have been killed.  He added that the only witness who has lost his life is Kujtim Berisha and the person responsible for his death was a Serb from Montenegro.

Assembly ignores Rahovec, supports the law for Hoca e madhe (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Kosovo Assembly has been approving laws hastily in order to meet the requirements of the EU Progress Report and the Ahtisaari Plan. Opposition deputies have warned that with the approvals of draft laws, like the one for Hoca e madhe, the Assembly is creating a precedent that every village inhabited mostly by Serbs be protected with a special law. These laws according to the opposition are not leading Kosovo towards Europe but back to the Middle Age. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore
Front page

· Arrests of criminals in the north fails
· Serbia wants “to save face” on Kosovo issue
· Busek: Serbia should propose to Pristina to change its borders

· Kadri Veseli reveals salaries of “spies” but not their source

Other headlines

· Assembly “ignores” Rahovec, supports the law on Hoça e Madhe (2)

· Thaçi requests Belgrade not to shelter criminals (3)

· There will be no referendum on scarves and religious education (4)

· Arid Uka apologizes for murders (4)

· State prosecution dissatisfied with courts’ decision on elections (6)

· AAK: No witness at the Hague Tribunal was killed (6)

· Documentation of medicines stolen (7)

· Kelmendi: About heroes and graves (10)

Zëri
Front page

· They went, saw and returned

· Thaçi: Parallel structures counting their days 

· Brussels wants tangible results 

Other headlines

· Gashi: The party of injustice and the road towards the EU (2)

· France supports Kosovo’s actions in the north (4)

· AAK and the Hague confute Belgrade (4)

· Plus: Clinton congratulates Hoxhaj (4)

· Minus: Arid Uka pleads guilty (4)

· Serbia failed at Security Council (5)
Kosova Sot
Front page

· EULEX confiscates evidence for the Zymberi murder case
· Opposition requests halt in dialogue

· Politicians, more dangerous than religion

· Law to be valid for everyone  

Other headlines

· Buhler meets the commander of Serbia’s army (2)

· Mayors released from signing tenders (2)

· Slovenia follows German line on Kosovo (3)

· Clinton congratulates Kosovars for Bajram (4)

· WikiLeaks web page attacked, documents on Kosovo disappear (4)

· Serbia frustrated with diplomatic failures (4)
· Busek supports change of borders (4)
· Courts soft with abusers of votes (5)
· Army should be established (5)
· Juppe: France is a strong partner of Kosovo (5)

· Tadic: Thaçi announces violence (5)

· Serbian businesses lost 13 million dollars from embargo (6)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Kick start
· Tahiri: We do not discuss customs

· Thaçi: Serb criminals days are numbered
· France supports territorial integrity of Kosovo

Other headlines

· Serb parallel structures are hit (2)

· Thaçi: Serb politics failed at UNSC (5)

· Busek: Serbia to propose division of Kosovo (5)

· Buhler met with Miletic (6)

· No witness killed (7)

· Eight laws short for Progress Report (7)

· Investors expected (9)

Express
Front page

· Movement for scarf
· Manipulation continues

· The week of lobbying

Other headlines

· Armand Shllaku: All the paths towards AAK (2)

· Blerim Shala: Build Information Health System now! (3)

· Clinton congratulates Bajram (4)

· 9 draft laws approved (5)
· French reconfirmation (6)

· Busek: Serbia to propose division (6)
· On the trail (7)

· The Hague reputes Serbs (9)

· Reciprocity attracts investors (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Police knock in doors of criminals’ homes but they escape through windows

· No witness killed in the trials of Limaj and Haradinaj 

· Thaçi tells Belgrade : don’t hide killers of policemen Enver Zymberi
· The north is not an issue, the north is a Kosovo problem

Other headlines

· Kosovo police on 3 September take control of border with Montenegro (2)

· Secretary Clinton sends congratulations message to Minister Hoxhaj (3)

· The north in the hands of KFOR (3)

· Pohor foresees meeting with his counterpart Thaçi (4)

· Passes the compromise of the Government with EULEX (8)
· Kosovo is becoming an interesting place for foreign investors (10)

· AAK reacts towards the Serb campaign against Haradinaj (11)

· Hoxhaj met with French foreign minister (11)
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