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· Thaçi and Sejdiu agree on early elections (Koha Ditore)

· Sejdiu: We are moving toward early elections (Epoka e Re)

· Thaçi offers to Sejdiu the post of Prime Minister (Bota Sot)

· Thaçi with an ‘offer’ for the AAK (Zëri)

· Proof of democracy (dailies)

· Next elections expected to complicate population census (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi: Serbia to recognize Kosovo at the end of the process (dailies)

· Hyseni: Around 60 states considering recognition of Kosovo (dailies)

· Bajrami: The north is being tensioned to enter agenda of talks (Koha)

· Deda and Ahmeti to form political party (Zëri)

· Adoption of PTK privatization strategy is postponed (dailies)

· Feith: Texts for Kosovo Serbs should also be in line with Constitution 

· Nikolic too to come to Pec (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi and Sejdiu agree on early elections (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that there is no written agreement between the Head of PDK and that of LDK after the Thursday’s meeting, but there is compliance to continue with the coalition temporarily and to remove from the agenda the election of the President, before early elections. 
The date of these elections remains to be discussed in the meetings with representatives of both parties, which will take place over the coming days. The agreement has been reached in a meeting conducted on Thursday afternoon, between the two Leaders of these political parties, Hashim Thaçi and Fatmir Sejdiu. The meeting took place in one of the conference rooms of the presidency, and in it the ranks of LDK were present, including Fatmir Sejdiu, Eqrem Kryeziu and Ramë Manaj. 
Thaçi alone represented PDK in this meeting. One well informed source over the flow of the meeting has told of the developments in this first meeting between the heads of the parties, after the resignation of Sejdiu from the post of the President of the state. “The environment of the meeting was not so warm, however, the coalition partners have achieved to open a discussion about the time when, in principle, early elections can be held. A date or month has not been set, but agreement has been expressed that the whole process should in keeping with the Constitution of Kosovo”, said the source to Koha Ditore.

Sejdiu: We are moving toward early elections (Epoka e Re)

In an interview for the BBC, LDK leader and resigned President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu said that the country is moving in the direction of early parliamentary elections and that these could be organized before November of next year. “I am not saying they can be held in a month, a month and a half or two,” said Sejdiu. He added that there are many issues that have been noted in previous elections that need to be resolved before a new process is called. 

Thaçi offers to Sejdiu the post of Prime Minister (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports in the leading front-page story that Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi and LDK leader Fatmir Sejdiu met on Thursday in efforts to resolve the current institutional crisis. The paper quotes an unnamed LDK official, who attended the meeting, as saying that according to a new agreement between the two leaders Sejdiu would assume the post of Prime Minister while Thaçi would take the post of President. “Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi offered Sejdiu his post, in other words, Sejdiu would be appointed Prime Minister for the remaining mandate, while he [Thaçi] would take the post of President,” said the LDK official. Meanwhile, Sejdiu has not said whether or not he will accept Thaçi’s offer. 
Thaçi with an ‘offer’ for the AAK (Zëri)

The paper quotes sources close to the meeting that took place between PM Hashim Thaçi and AAK deputy leader Blerim Shala as saying that Thaçi asked for AAK’s support in the upcoming talks with Serbia while in return, he pledged to cover the expenses of Ramush Haradinaj’s trial in The Hague. “He suggested to Blerim Shala that the government will allocate €1 million to fund Ramush Haradinaj’s defence under the ‘condition’ that AAK supports talks with Serbia,” AAK sources revealed. Thaçi is reported to have even gone even further by assuring Shala that there will be no elections organized in Kosovo without AAK’s consent if, again, the AAK supports the government. 

Proof of democracy (dailies)

Express reports that the Ambassador of Great Britain, Andy Sparkes, says that the issues which led to the resignation of the President demonstrate a kind of enforcement of institutions of this new state. “According to the Constitutional Court, the President was found to have violated the constitution, because of his holding double posts. He accepted the decision of the Court and decided to resign from the duty of the President and not from the leader of his party. Of course this was his choice and with this he has shown respect for Constitutional Court as a last arbitrator of the Kosovo Constitution and the country’s institutions. This is a good thing and is to be greeted”, said Sparkes to BBC. According to him, the country is in ‘political unclearness’, but not in a crisis.

Next elections expected to complicate population census (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that there is an increasing pressure on Kosovo institutions not to fail in the population census while experts says there are huge delays in the process and that it is the final time for the institutions to pick up pace. The former Deputy Minister of Public Services, Rifat Blakaj, said that holding national elections at the same time as the census will make the organization of the second difficult. 

Thaçi: Serbia to recognize Kosovo at the end of the process (dailies)

Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said before Assembly members that talks with Serbia will be carried out in the capacity of two independent states and with the full support of the USA and the EU. He also assured the MPs that talks will focus only on technical aspects and will also address inter-state cooperation. He said the process will end by Serbia recognizing Kosovo.

Hyseni: Around 60 states considering recognition of Kosovo (dailies)

Upon return from New York, Kosovo Foreign Minister Skënder Hyseni told media that officials from around 60 countries have assured him they will review recognition of Kosovo. “In all the meetings, all the officials from all the countries we met, names of whom I will not name, have promised to address the recognition of the independence issue as soon as they return to their countries,” said Hyseni. 

Bajrami: The north is being tensioned to enter agenda of talks (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the occasional violent explosions in the north can be characterized as a tendency to promote the inclusion of the issue of the north of Kosovo in the agenda of the announced talks between Kosovo and Serbia, said the Editor in Chief of Koha Ditore, Agron Bajrami. In a statement for Serb newspaper Danas, while commenting on the latest explosion in Mitrovica in which an antenna of a IPKO mobile telephony was blown up, Bajrami said that because of the lack of capacities in the north we can be witnesses to violent incidents. “The responsibility belongs to the EU and EULEX who need to create a more secure environment for the citizens of Kosovo. If such a situation continues in the north, the result will also be the failure of the EULEX mission, which for almost two years has not done anything, even also south of Iber River”, said Bajrami. 

Deda and Ahmeti to form political party (Zëri)

The civil society activists Ilir Deda and Shpend Ahmeti have decided to enter the political scene by forming a new party. Sources told the paper that Deda and Ahmeti are interested to gather around themselves people that have not been ‘consumed’ by politics. 

Adoption of PTK privatization strategy is postponed (dailies)

All dailies report that the adoption of the strategy for the privatization of the Kosovo Post and Telecom (PTK) has been postponed for future sessions of the Kosovo Assembly although it was foreseen that on Thursday’s session the MPs would vote about the legal procedures and recommendations for PTK’s privatization. 

The adoption of the strategy was postponed following a request by representatives of the Democratic League of Kosovo (LDK). Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi expressed understanding for the LDK’s request, adding that the issue would be discussed in another assembly session.

Express reports that the LDK and PDK avoided a clash at the Assembly by removing from the daily agenda the debate on PTK privatization. The clash, however, was not totally avoided, as opposition MPs had a harsh polemic with Prime Minister Thaçi. 

Feith: Texts for Kosovo Serbs should also be in line with Constitution 

Several dailies report that Education Minister Enver Hoxhaj and International Civilian Representative Pieter Feith have reached an agreement on changes in school texts used by Kosovo Serb students. Minister Hoxhaj together with Feith and Radivoje Mancic, the head of the independent commission, presented the Report of the Independent Commission for Curricula Review and Education Material in Serbian language. Minister Hoxhaj said the report foresees interventions in several subjects of Kosovo Serb students. “Changes must be made in certain subjects, especially in the subject of history, a subject that contains several texts which are in opposition with the Constitution of Kosovo and the Ahtisaari Package,” Feith was quoted as saying. 
Nikolic too to come to Pec (dailies)

Citing a FoNet news report, Tomislav Nikolic, leader of the Serb Progressive Party, has accepted the invitation of the synod of the Serb Orthodox Church to attend the inauguration of the new Serb patriarch which will be held in the Pec Patriarchy on October 3rd. There have been reports that Serbian President Boris Tadic will also attend the ceremony. Zëri reports on the front page that Tadic will visit Pec without asking for permission from the Kosovo authorities.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Thaçi and Sejdiu agree on early elections

· Thaçi: At the end of the process, Serbia will recognize Kosovo

· Hyseni: Around 60 countries are thinking about recognition

· Adoption of PTK privatization strategy is postponed

· Next elections are expected to complicate census

Other headlines

· Sletzinger: Sejdiu’s resignation, related to talks with Serbia (4)

· Bajrami: Intentional tensions in the north in order to include it in talks (4)

· Feith: Texts of Kosovo Serbs should be in line with the Constitution (5) 

· Nikolic too to visit Peja (7)

· Bosnia will not accept products “Made in Kosova” before recognition (8)

· Sejdiu: The whole process was unnatural (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Thaçi with an “offer” for the AAK

· Ilir Deda and Shpend Ahmeti with a political party

· PTK prolongs the life of the coalition

· Elections, the only alternative

· Talks, after the crisis is solved

· Government has no legitimacy to privatize the PTK

· Tadic in Kosovo as if in his own backyard

Other headlines

· Sejdiu prefers early elections (2)

· No mention of talks with Kosovo (2)

· Raid in Shtërpce (2)

· Sejdiu’s resignation, a lesson of democracy (2)

· Wordsworth: Dialogue yes, but not on status (3)

· Hyseni promises new recognitions (4)

Kosova Sot 
Front page

· Elections timing clashes coalition

· Politics block PTK privatisation

· Hot topics sweat the prime minister

· Sejdiu asks for full mandate for president, Hyseni denies proposal

· CEC, ready for early elections in Rahovec

· Former director of insurance company “Dardania” arrested 

· Editorial: Albanian-Serb talks, see you in 2011

Other headlines

· Recognitions from Egypt and Sudan soon (3)

· Feith: Stable situation, everything according to Constitution (4)

· Sparkes: Kosovo, in a period of political uncertainty (4)

· Wordsworth: Dialogue to start (5)

· Hate speech in some of Serb textbooks (9)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· No agreement on elections

· Faith: Thaçi will find a solution 

· USA wants a share in Pristina-Belgrade dialogue

Other headlines

· Wordsworth: Dialogue should start (2)

· Finnish defence minister to visit Kosovo (2)

· Dacic: The Government has not discussed talks with Kosovo (2)

· Repatriation agreement signed with Austria (2)

· Thaçi says chapter of confrontation with Serbia closed (3)

· Strategy for PTK privatisation removed from agenda (3)

· Hyseni: I have not been proposed for president (5)

· Sejdiu: We are moving toward early elections (5)

· New curriculum for Serb pupils (7)

Express
Front page

· They want date for elections

· Avoid clashing

Other headlines

· Muça: Race for LDK (3)

· Thaçi’s resignation, pure lie (4)

· Elections should not be linked to Haradinaj’s absence (5)

· Broken agreement (5)

· Proof of democracy (5)

· No crisis (6)

· Promise recognitions from Egypt and Sudan (6)

Lajm
Front page

· We will vote in winter?
· Sparkes: Political unclearness
Other headlines 
· Feith: There is no institutional crisis (2)

· Sejdiu: There will be early elections (2)

· Hyseni expects recognitions from Egypt and Sudan (2)

· Conflict of interest, cancer of the state (3)

· Arrested former Director of Dardania (4)

· It is postponed the review of PTK privatization (5)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Hashim Thaçi offers to the former President Sejdiu the post of Prime Minister 

· Sejdiu: Process in the court against me, unnatural!

Other headlines

· Krasniqi: Early elections - priority  (2) 

· Egypt and Sudan are expected to recognize Kosovo very soon (3)

· Feith: In Kosovo there is no institutional crisis (4)

· Prime Minster “does not surrender” talks about governance objectives (5)

· Hyseni: I am not proposed for the president of the state (6)
· Arrested former director of Dardania company (7)

· Official and Serb priests are heading to Kosovo, the government “closes the eyes!” (8)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Only one dilemma about elections
Other headlines 
· In elections, with the old law (3)

· Pessimistic for the survival of coalition (3)

· Egypt and Sudan will recognize as soon (3)

· This mandate has been closed (4)

· New chapter in the relations with Serbia (5)

· Faith, no crisis (5)
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