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· Tensions continue in northern Kosovo (dailies)

· UNMIK delegation returns empty-handed from the north (Express/Zëri)

· Clinton not satisfied with Tadic (Koha)

· Opposition blames Government for concerns of European Commission (Koha)

· Permanent Acting Representative (Express)

· Pacolli ahead as businessman in Nigeria, lags behind as diplomat (Koha)

Kosovo Main Stories                          
Tensions continue in northern Kosovo (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that KFOR American and Greek soldiers took control of the roadblock near Jarinje in northern Kosovo, but Serbs quickly responded by setting up another roadblock nearby on the road that connects Lesak, Kosovo, with Novi Pazar in Serbia. The new alternative route was asphalted by heavy machinery under the watch of 40 armed Serbs. The paper also reports that Serbs keeping watch at the roadblocks in northern Mitrovica fought among each other on Friday morning.   

Dailies report that the former KFOR French military camp in Mitrovica has been handed over to the Kosovo Ministry of Interior Affairs. Interior Minister Bajram Rexhepi said ROSU units from the Mitrovica region will be deployed there. “For the time being, we have no plan for actions by the special police, or for actions to return judges and prosecutors to courts in the north. We will act in full coordination with KFOR and EULEX,” Rexhepi was quoted as saying. He also said that the removal of roadblocks set up by Serb extremists in the north must be done in coordination with international stakeholders.

In its front-page article, Zëri reports that it has secured military recordings from Gate 1 during the 25 July incidents, “which can confirm the involvement of the Serbian state in the destruction of Gate 1 previously abandoned by Polish KFOR troops”.

Express quotes Belgrade-based political analyst Dusan Janjic as saying that Belgrade should remove people from roadblocks in northern Kosovo because the international community is not willing to divide Kosovo. Janjic also ruled out the possibility of a conflict between NATO and Serbia.

UNMIK delegation returns empty-handed from the north (Express)

Express reports in one of the front-page stories that an UNMIK delegation, led by acting chief Farid Zarif and his deputy Robert E. Sorenson visited the northern part of Kosovo on Friday in an effort to convince local Serbs to remove the roadblocks. But the UNMIK delegation returned empty-handed from the north. 

Serbian media reported that Zarif suggested to Serbs in the north to remove roadblocks in exchange for stopping the transport of Kosovo customs officers to the northern border crossing points. 

But UNMIK press officers refuted Serbian reports. UNMIK spokesman Olivier Salgado denied that Zarif mentioned the removal of Kosovo customs officers from the north. “This is absolutely not true,” Salgado told the paper. “I have seen some things that are totally fabricated. He did not talk about this.”

Salgado said the SRSG went to the border gate on Friday morning because UNMIK is in contact with all parties and community leaders. “He met Leposavic municipality mayor, leaders of the Kosovo Government, EULEX and KFOR. We are in contact with all parties in an effort to calm the situation and we are closely monitoring developments there. We call on all parties to refrain from unilateral actions that can provoke tensions there. We call for calm, restraint and we are against provocation and the use of force. Dialogue is crucial and KFOR must have the right of movement,” Salgado added.

Under the headline UNMIK against roadblocks, Zëri reports that UNMIK chief Zarif has called on northern Serbs to remove their roadblocks because Kosovo customs officers located there are not operational, therefore, their presence should not be bothersome.

Clinton not satisfied with Tadic (Koha)

Citing a report published in Belgrade-based Danas newspaper, Koha Ditore reports that U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was very unsatisfied with the meeting with Serbian President Boris Tadic in New York last week. Diplomatic sources told Danas that Clinton considered the meeting with Tadic useless, namely that she heard nothing new that would convince her that Belgrade is no longer counting on Kosovo’s partition. Tadic’s office immediately issued a reaction saying that the media report was fabrication.  

Dodik: Northern Kosovo should be divided (dailies)

Several dailies report that Milorad Dodik, president of the Serbian Republic in Bosnia and Herzegovina, said that the Serbian response to the situation in northern Kosovo should be more robust and that Serbia should call for the annexation of the northern part of Kosovo. Dodik suggested that Serbia should condition any further movement of the European Union with this request. He said if Western countries do not support this request, Serbia should then turn to allies elsewhere. 

Opposition blames Government for concerns of European Commission (Koha)

The paper quotes opposition representatives as saying that the 2011 European Commission Progress Report on Kosovo, which is expected to highlight organized crime, corruption and freedom of expression as the main concerns of the EU, paints the actual reality in Kosovo. Opposition representatives blamed the government for failing to meet the requirements of the 2010 Progress Report.

Opposition members also said that the government only declaratively fought organized crime and corruption and that this would be the reason why this year’s report will be no better than the one from the previous year.

Meanwhile, European Integration Minister Vlora Çitaku told the paper that the lack of time was the reason why the government was not able to meet all the requirements of the European Commission.

Permanent Acting Representative (Express)

Express reports that Italian diplomat Fernando Gentilini’s contract as Acting EU Representative in Kosovo will be extended for at least another two months, after the failure of the European Union to appoint a permanent representative. 

Pacolli ahead as businessman in Nigeria, lags behind as diplomat (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that Kosovo’s principal Deputy Prime Minister Behxhet Pacolli has proved to be a skilful businessman and a poor diplomat in Nigeria. Pacolli failed to secure a recognition for Kosovo from the most influential African state, despite spending a lot of time there ever since he was appointed principal deputy PM in Kosovo. Pacolli did however sign a memorandum that guarantees him a €1.4 billion investment in Nigeria. Pacolli said he did this to “cement” the recognition from Nigeria. He signed the memorandum in the capacity of Deputy Prime Minister and representative of two European companies. The paper also notes that Pacolli, who is the richest Kosovo Albanian businessman, left open the possibility of sending his company Mabetex to Nigeria among other companies.

In a different article but related to Pacolli, Express reports on the front page that Paoclli is soon expected to retake the leading reins at the New Kosovo Alliance (AKR), a post he abandoned after he was sworn in as President of Kosovo.
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