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· Thaçi says that liberalization of visas will not take 15 months (Koha Ditore) 

· Giffoni: Leaders promised me free and fair elections (Koha Ditore)

· Mustafa requests more international observers (dailies)

· Daka: CEC does not decide on EULEX’s inclusion (Koha Ditore)

· Teachers, police and students benefit from Thaçi’s decision (Epoka e Re)

· UN to be included in Pristina-Belgrade talks (Express)

· USA had a clear idea for independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

· Ukë Rugova ready to return to LDK (Express)

· Mimoza Kusari-Lila: I am challenging Thaçi and Haradinaj (Koha Ditore)

· Bllaca free, waits for indictment (Express)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Thaçi says that liberalization of visas will not take 15 months (Koha Ditore) 

Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said on Tuesday that liberalization of visas will not even take 15 months. In all his speeches he has reiterated the promise, despite the suggestion of Euro-Deputy Ulrike Lunacek not to give deadlines, because they are not set yet and instead that it is better to work in that direction. 

Thaçi called Lunacek a “friend” and thanked her for the visit to Kosovo during a meeting in Pristina. However, during a meeting in Klina with war veterans, he changed his words. “If we start to wait on misters and misses that come and go, Kosovo would still be under Serbia,” he said. “I have pledged to implement all democratic criteria, in even less than 15 months, in order for Kosovo to fulfill its obligation for liberalization of visas.” 

Giffoni: Leaders promised me free and fair elections (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the Italian Ambassador in Kosovo, Michael Giffoni, expressed optimism about the election progress of 12 December. He said that he received promises from the leaders of all political parties that they will be positive and that the elections will go on in a democratic spirit. The ambassador has also met with the head of LDD, Nexhat Daci, while finalizing his round of consultations with the leaders of political parties. Giffoni said that he is finalizing consultations while withdrawing and leaving space to the political leaders to talk with citizens and to show that they have the will for democratic elections. “Everybody knows that there were problems during the elections in the past, not only here, but in the entire Balkans. What is important is that the leaders of political parties have the will for free and correct elections. This was promised to me by leaders of the political parties”, said Giffoni.

Mustafa requests more international observers (dailies)

LDK leader Isa Mustafa called on the ICO chief Pieter Feith to have as many international observers as possible on 12 December. “I asked for a larger international presence during elections,” said Mustafa after a meeting with Feith. Koha Ditore notes that LDK was the loudest in expressing concerns over the possibility of votes being abused. The party has even asked EULEX to escort the transport of ballots from the polling stations to the counting centres. 

Daka: CEC does not decide on EULEX’s inclusion (Koha Ditore)

Head of CEC Valdete Daka said the commission will not decide whether EULEX should be included in the elections process. Daka said the CEC has no legal powers to delegate competencies. The comment came after LDK leader Isa Mustafa asked for EULEX to be included in the process by securing the transport of ballots. 

Teachers, police and students benefit from Thaçi’s decision (Epoka e Re)

The promise of the Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi to increase the salaries of teachers by 50 percent was formalized yesterday with the signing of a decision. Thaçi has also decided to remove VAT for university students while private colleges will be freed from income tax. In addition to these, Thaçi has also decided to increase the salaries of police officers by 20 percent in January and another 20 percent in June of next year.

UN to be included in Pristina-Belgrade talks (Express)

UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier is quoted as saying that the UN supports the dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina and that it will be involved in it. “For me it is important to periodically send reports to the UN Security Council on how the dialogue is progressing and we will see how to prepare for these talks,” Zannier said. The paper reports that Zannier met in north Mitrovica the State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic. Ivanovic said UNMIK’s role in talks is very important. He said UN and UNMIK are the only organizations accepted by the two sides and as such are irreplaceable for unresolved issues.
USA had a clear idea for independence of Kosovo (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that it has secured a diplomatic message which will be published by WikiLeaks. In the diplomatic message of the embassy in Zagreb it shows the clarity of the American Government over the declaration of Kosovo independence with or without a UN resolution. For the resolution of disagreements with Russia about Kosovo the engagement of Bush and Merkel was requested. According to comments Assistant Secretary Fried made in Zagreb, Serbia would take European perspective with Tadic, but not with Kostunica.

Ukë Rugova ready to return to LDK (Express)

The leader of the LDK-Ibrahim Rugova list Ukë Rugova said he is ready to return to LDK and reform it. However, he added that the return could take place after the elections result. “After the elections results and the support our list will get from the electorate, I believe there will then be conditions to talk about LDK,” said Rugova. 

Mimoza Kusari-Lila: I am challenging Thaçi and Haradinaj (Koha Ditore)

The coalition for New Kosovo headed by AKR nominated on Tuesday Mimoza Kusari-Lila for Prime Minister. The nominations were done one day before the official start of the electoral campaign for the elections of 12 December and have been supported by the partners of the coalition. The nomination of Kusari has been evaluated by Pacolli as a historic moment, this because for the first time one woman is a candidate to lead the government. Mimoza Kusari has accepted the nomination and said that she feels honoured for the task trusted in her by the coalition and said that she is prepared to start the work if she gains the trust of the voters. “I am ready to face the challenges that await us in the coming years and at the same time to challenge the candidates of the opponent parties in this race, while I am convinced in your support”, said Kusari. The Deputy Head of AKR, Kusari, with her nomination is challenging the actual Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, who PDK expressed its trust in to lead the government in the future mandate and at the same time is challenging Ramush Haradinaj which AAK has nominated for Prime Minister, even that he continues to be detained in The Hague Tribunal.

Bllaca free, waits for indictment (Express)
Express reports that Nazim Bllaca has been released from home arrests. From Tuesday evening, the person that shook Kosovo a year ago with his public announcements on his involvement with Kosovo Intelligence Service (SHIK) and admitting that he has committed murders and tortures with others, now can move freely. However, he will not be escorted by EULEX police officers to protect him, says this daily. The decision to end his home arrest was made by EULEX judges on Tuesday evening, after a long discussion. “He will not be detained, however, he will still undergo judicial procedures,” said for Express EULEX Spokesperson, Kristiina Herodes. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· USA had a clear idea for independence of Kosovo

· Giffoni: Leaders promised me free and fair elections

· Mustafa asks for more international observers

· Thaçi says visa liberalisation will not take even 15 months

· Kusari-Lila: I challenge Thaçi and Haradinaj

Other headlines

· Statement by the U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on WikiLeaks (2)

· Rugova knocks on LDK after elections (4)

· Daka: CEC does not decide over EULEX’s inclusion (4)

· Opening of polling stations in the north could encourage incidents (4)

· Decision on Enver Sekiraqa’s extradition expected very soon (7)

· Limitless flights to Switzerland (9)

· Matoshi: The flag, return to illegality and Kosovo-phobia (10)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· De Marnhac: Fight corruption yourselves 

· CoE was not invited by anyone

· Thaçi replicas with Lunacek on visas

· WikiLeaks not commented by Kosovo authorities

· Editorial: Politicised unions leadership   

Other headlines

· Democracy in Action: Double the observers (2)

· Mustafa asks for greater international monitoring (2)

· FOL: Parties refused declaration against crime and corruption (4)

· Polling stations to be opened in the north too (4)

· Krasniqi calls for fair campaign (4)

· Kosovo signs agreement with Switzerland for air services (7)

· Kosovo export increases this year (7)

· Thaçi: We will meet all criteria for liberalisation (8)

· Ivanovic: Opening of polling stations in the north could encourage incidents (9)

· AKR nominates Kusari-Lila for prime minister (10)

· Zannier and Ivanovic: Situation beyond Iber calm and stable (16) 

Epoka e Re
Front page

· We will win convincingly

· The campaign starts today

· Pacolli nominated for president, Mimoza for Prime Minister

· Teachers, police officers and students to profit

Other headlines

· Announcement of Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on Wikileaks (2)

· Belgrade has nominated head of negotiation team with Pristina (2)

· Liberalization, after 15 months (6)

· Mustafa requests international monitoring of elections (7)

· Free elections, a condition for democracy in Kosovo (8)

· Air trade increases (9)

· Kosovo to lead CEFTA in the beginning of 2011 (9)

· Blaca’s home arrest ends (10)

Express

Front page

· Climb down to population for votes

· Waits for indictment

· Request justice

· Life is becoming difficult  

· America speaks about WikiLeaks

Other headlines

· Fevziu: Who was guilty for the independence? (2)

· Islami: Why does diaspora remain out of registration? (4)

· UN to be involved in discussions (5)

· Council of Europe does not send monitors (5)

· Observe us (5)

· Ready to return to LDK (5)

· Serbia with head of negotiations (6)

· 4.869 monitors accredited (6)

· Norway supports Kosovo (7)

· Buhler, Honoris Causa (11)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Mustafa: I will continue with Rugovian philosophy, reforms and victory

· Pacolli nominated for President, Mimoza Kusari – Lila for Prime Minister

Other headlines

· Rugova: After elections we will join LDK (3)

· Thaçi replays to Lunacek (4)

· Kosovo flag has short life, one day they will get rid of it (4)

· EULEX loses credibility to the Kosovo citizens (6)

· Mustafa requests that elections to be in the maximum fair (7)

· Thaçi shows himself generous, continues with the raise of salaries (10)
Infopress
Front page

· Counting of votes will be observed through cameras

 Other headlines

· Campaign starts (2) 

· Insists in visa liberalization for 15 months (2)

· Serbia told Ukshin Hoti that they are going to kill him (4)

· Kosovo and Switzerland liberalize air traffic (6)
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