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· Lengthy round improves chances for border agreement (Koha)

· Issue of the north to be addressed after elections in Serbia (Koha)

· Isufi: In the north with force (Epoka e Re)

· Djelic: If we had the Serbian army in Kosovo there wouldn’t be such problems (Koha)

· Marnhac: We cannot protect witnesses from suicide (dailies)

· Union calls on Tërnava to clean BIK from Wahabbis and Shia (Koha)

· Kosovo, even more corrupt (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Lengthy round improves chances for border agreement (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports in the leading front-page story that “progress has been made over the integrated joint border management, according to an EU source, after 12 hours of talks.   
According to diplomatic sources the chances have grown that during Thursday’s session an agreement for IBM (Integrated Border Management) may be reached, however Serbia does not want to use “borders,” but “administrative lines.” Rumours are also circulating that a compromise might be reached for the participation of Kosovo in regional initiatives. Serbia, pushed from pressure from the EU for candidate status, is perhaps more open than in the past to compromise.
Issue of the north to be addressed after elections in Serbia (Koha)

Koha Ditore quotes  diplomatic sources as saying that Serbian President Boris Tadic, will have to convince powerful countries which support the independence of Kosovo, especially Germany, that Serbia wants candidate status on 9 December. Tadic should promise concrete steps which he needs to take after receiving candidate status. Two main items accepted from Tadic that he will likely need to promise are: the removal of parallel structures and the acceptance that Kosovo Serbs should be connected with Pristina. 
High-ranking international diplomats, under anonymity told Koha Ditore that powerful states understand the position in which Serbia’s leader finds himself at present and they will not as a result place large amounts of pressures on him to make big moves before the elections in Serbia which are expected to be held at the latest in April next year. After the elections in Serbia, according to the sources, the Kosovo Government should start to communicate with parallel structures in the north and to define governance in that part of the country, this will occur at the same time that Serbia haults its support to the same structures. 
International sources also revealed that the mandate of the International Civilian Office will be extended until September and other monitoring agreements are likely to follow suit. 
Isufi: In the north with force (Epoka e Re)

In a front-page interview for Epoka e Re, AAK deputy leader and chief of the parliamentary committee on security, Ahmet Isufi, said the Government of Kosovo made more rhetoric about the north than concrete steps to resolve the problem. He argues that in order to solve the issue of the north one must act in line with the laws and the Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo. “Whenever the territorial integrity and freedom of movement of a state is at risk, one must act with force. This is normal,” Isufi was quoted as saying. 
Djelic: If we had the Serb army in Kosovo, we wouldn’t face these problems (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Deputy Prime Minister of Serbia, Bozhidar Djelic, accused the “Pristina authorities” on Wednesday ad the principle reason for the clashes in the north of Kosovo, pointing out its apparent “unilateral action in the north, in July”. While answering a question about the statements of the other Serbian Deputy Prime Minister, Ivica Dacic, “that Serbia should not reject the possibility of war for Kosovo”, Djelic said that, “Dacic has presented immediately the resignation in the Government, if his statement has caused damage to the Serbs, but this resignation has not been accepted”. 
“The Commander of the Armed Forces of Serbia is the President and we don’t have those forces in the territory of Kosovo. This is the problem, because if we had our soldiers in Kosovo, we would not have these problems that we have today”, said Djelic in Brussels. 

Marnhac: We cannot protect witnesses from suicide (dailies)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of EULEX, Xavier Bout de Marnhac, has finally spoken about the death of Agim Zogaj, 64 days after his death in Germany. Marnhac excused the mission he leads. No one, according to him, can protect a witness from suicide. “It is not proper for me to comment on this particular case, as it is currently in trial, but what I can say is that many of the issues mentioned did play a part in this case. And at the end of the day Mr. Agim Zogaj, Witness X, tragically took his own life. Something that no witness protection in the world could have prevented”, said Marnhac through an open letter released on Wednesday for the media. He used the Kleçka case as an example to demonstate the difficulties faced by witness protection. 
A French General, said that a few weeks ago, since the tragic death of Agim Zogaj, a lot of attention has been given to witness protection in Kosovo. This according to the head of EULEX, “He painfully reminded about central role that main witness in investigations and the importance of providing adequate protection and security who want to play their part in building of rule of law, by coming forward and testifying in connection with that what they have seen or experienced”, said Marnhac.

Union calls on Tërnava to clean BIK from Wahabbis and Shia (Koha)
Koha Ditore reports that a statement by Naim Tërnava, head of the Islamic Community of Kosovo (BIK), that Kosovo institutions should defend state borders from extremist Islamic elements has triggered a reaction by the BIK Union. 

Union leader Idriz Bilalli criticized Tërnava for not being honest in his public statements and for making such statements in order to preserve his post from which he receives material benefits. 

The Union issued a statement saying that Tërnava, before calling on institutions to defend state borders, should remove such extremist elements from BIK itself.
“Before going so far to the borders of our state, Tërnava must first clean his own frontyard, which is under his direct responsibility, and which since 2003 has been filled with ideologists of Wahhabism and other political Islamic movements, as well as collaborators and other associates of the Shia movement,” read the Union’s statement.
Kosovo, even more corrupt (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that Transparency International found that the perception that Kosovo is a place of corruption has grown even more this year. Kosovo, according to the report, is ranked two places lower than last year as far as the perception for corruption in the public sector is concerned. Among the 183 countries, Kosovo is ranked in 112. “Kosovo with 2.9 points has been ranked 112”, said a source inside Transparency International in Kosovo. According to him, Kosovo continues to be perceived as the most corrupt country in the region. “Kosovo is ranked with countries like Egypt and Moldavia. It is very much behind countries from the region”, emphasized this source, who preferred to remain anonymous, because the report of Transparency International will be published on 1 December.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Marathon round increases chances for border agreement

· Issue of the north to be addressed after elections in Serbia

· Union calls on Tërnava to remove Wahhabis from BIK

· Prizren with a “municipality” within the municipality

Other headlines

· Marnhac: We cannot protect witnesses from suicide (2)

· Barricades are not removed (3)

· Djelic: If we had the Serbian army in Kosovo, we wouldn’t face problems (3)

· KFOR does not rule out escalating violence in the north (3)

· Kosovo, even more corrupt (7)

Zëri

Front page

· Zarif, not needed!

· Kosovo condoles the Royal Albanian Family

· A marathon meeting for Serbia’s sake

· Amendment of Law on Holidays needed

· Xavier Bout de Marnhac: On Kleçka and Witness X

Other headlines

· Germany’s unwavering support for Kosovo (2)

· Shala, AAK’s candidate for President (2)

· Dacic again threatens about the north (2)

· Kosovo, a condition for Serbia (2)

· Fule supports Kosovo’s integration (4)
Kosova Sot

Front page

· Judges, the main violators

· Lists towards closure

· Dialogue under EU pressure

· Leka Zogu the First, passes away

Other headlines

· Mandate of RTK chairperson and the board not extended (2)

· NATO delays KFOR reduction (2)

· Engel: Albanian issue is not resolved yet (2)

· Samuel Zbogar confirms candidature for EU representative in Kosovo (4)

· Pirker does not exclude escalation of violation in the north (4)

· Sutanovac calls on Serbs to remove the barricades (4)

· EULEX justifies itself regarding death of “Witness X” (4)

· Albania invests millions in Kosovo (6)

· First privatization of KEK ends in March (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· In north, by force

· Zbogar, candidate for EU representative in Kosovo

· Germany reminds Serbia on conditions

· Insulted on a holiday

· “Kleçka” judicial process continues today

Other headlines

· Leka Zogu the First passes away (2)

· Germany continues with its support for Kosovo (2)

· Escalation of the situation in the north, not excluded (3)

· Sutanovac: Listen to Tadic (3)

· There is no agreement. Dialogue continues (5)

· Tadic: NATO would beat us, if we enter to a war (5)

· Çitaku informs Euro-Deputies about European agenda (5)

· De Marnhac: Justice is not made in the streets, media or cafeterias (4)

Express
Front page

· Witness A

· Together, against Thaçi

· Last chance

Other headlines

· Armand Shkullaku: new reality Tirana - Pristina (2)

· Zbogar says that he is candidate for the head of EU in Pristina (4)

· Westerwelle: Those who want in the EU, should not support violence (5)

· On Monday about visas (5)

· Portugal supports candidacy of Serbia (6)

· We will lose against NATO (6)

· The yard of BIK full of Wahhabis  (8)

· Today Kleçka (9)
· They are getting ready (10)

· The consequences of reductions (10)
Bota Sot
Front page

· King Zogu died

· Marnhac says that it can never be 100 percent guarantee

· The charge of the witness X towards EULEX main prevention of the judicial process

· Germany does not move from its support for Kosovo

Other headlines

· Serbs provoke Albanians in the north (2)

· German defence minister: Serbia to use its influence  (3)

· Westerwelle: Good relations with Kosovo condition for Serbia (3)

· OSCE: Attacks against KFOR soldiers are unacceptable  (4)

· KPA board threatens buyers of the companies which have not fulfilled obligations (11)
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