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· Raise of salaries fails (Koha Ditore)

· Negotiations for coalition underway (Koha Ditore)

· FAIR in government with Thaçi (Zëri)

· Ban rejects UNMIK’s responsibility in Marty’s allegations (dailies)

· Ashton urges start of dialogue in March (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina ready for dialogue (Express)

· In the questionnaire, border of Serbia with Kosovo not mentioned (Koha Ditore)

· Former UNMIK official granted tender from PAK (Koha Ditore)

· Haradinaj’s indictment changed again (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Raise of salaries fails (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the new decision of the outgoing Government is that there won’t be a raise of salaries in the public sector. All the workers who are getting paid from the Kosovo budget will be receiving the January salaries the same as those from the last year. Trade Unions also agreed with this decision. 
The annulment of the decision for the raise of salaries of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has been made public on Tuesday afternoon, after the meeting that the head of the outgoing government had with representative of the unions, with whom during elections campaign he signed memorandum of understanding for the raise of salaries.
According to the Deputy Minister for Economy and Finance, Bedri Hamza, the cause for annulment of the decision is the extension of election process and non-approval of the budget. “We want to move in full partnership also with other relevant factors, which have certain role in Kosovo. Therefore, we believe that we will have the understanding of all of those who receive the salaries through the budget,” said Hamza. 
The issue of raising the salaries now remains in the mercy of the future government and new composition of the parliament.  The new decision has been also greeted from American Embassy in Pristina. Officer in Charge in this embassy, Michael J. Murphy, in his statement released on Tuesday afternoon has welcomed the decision of the outgoing Prime Minister Thaçi, for the annulment of his decision. 

Negotiations for coalition underway (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that senior PDK officials are already included in the negotiations for the future coalitions while others in PDK are kept out of the loop completely. For instance, Bajram Rexhepi and Rrustem Mustafa said they are not aware of any negotiations while Enver Hoxhaj said he is involved in them. “I would not like to mention details but there have been contacts with almost all political parties,” Hoxhaj said. In all the meetings, according to Hoxhaj, parties did not express a excluding view towards a possible coalition with PDK.

FAIR in government with Thaçi (Zëri)

The paper quotes sources saying that the founders of the FAIR party, Ilir Deda and Shpend Ahmeti, are expected to very soon take up posts in the new Thaçi-led government. Reliable sources said Deda and Ahmeti have been negotiating with PDK for several weeks now to join the new government. “They are negotiating with senior PDK officials and until now it is known that one of them has been promised a ministerial post,” said the source. 

Ban rejects UNMIK’s responsibility in Marty’s allegations (dailies)

While papers report that the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called for a launch of investigations into allegations of the Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty, Koha Ditore notes that at the same time Ban rejected responsibility of former UN administration in Kosovo on this issue. In his quarterly report to the Security Council, Ban failed to address the allegations Marty made against UNMIK in his report for not investigating suspicions that former KLA members were involved in trafficking of organs of kidnapped Serbs. Ban wrote that Marty’s report was hailed in Belgrade while Pristina and Tirana called it anti-Albanian and untrue.

According to the paper, Ban has dedicated a vast part of his report to the work of UNMIK, especially in the north of Kosovo. He said UNMIK’s presence in that part of Kosovo remains important for communication between communities while he expressed regret over the campaign against UNMIK by certain Kosovo media. 

Ashton urges start of dialogue in March (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Europe is encouraging Kosovo leaders to, as soon as possible, achieve the agreement about the creation of the new government, in order that the dialogue can start in March. The office of the High Representative of Foreign Policy and Security, Catherine Ashton, has already appointed its representative, a mediator. 
Serb newspaper Vecernje Novosti referring on diplomatic sources in Brussels, writes that this man, in all probability will be Robert Cooper, Ashton’s associate for Balkan issues, who is very well known in Pristina. For the moment it has been said that the format of Washington’s participation in the awaiting dialogue is still being reviewed. At this moment the most likely option is that the representative of the State Department to be included through providing expertise and advices to the team of Pristina.

Pristina ready for dialogue (Express)

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi said Pristina is ready to start dialogue with Belgrade and added this will not address the political status of Kosovo or the country’s sovereignty. Kuçi criticized Serbia for a game of words regarding the future technical talks.  

In the questionnaire, border of Serbia with Kosovo not mentioned (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Serbia handed over the answers on thousands of questions by European Commission as part of the questionnaire it received last autumn. EC in October will conclude if Serbia fulfils the criteria to receive the status of the candidate or not. 
In this questionnaire, as Koha Ditore find out, there were some questions also in connection with Kosovo but they were formulated so as to adjust with the stances of Serbia and the countries which did not recognize independence but it remains to be seen in what manner the Serbian authorities answered these questions and how the European Commission will evaluate these answers. 
Diplomats from some EU member countries earlier have said that any eventual mistake of Serbia about Kosovo can have consequences in giving a negative opinion Serbia but here, say the diplomats, Serbia should not be blamed very much when there are also EU countries which don’t recognize independence of Kosovo.   

Former UNMIK official granted tender from PAK (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that Privatisation Agency of Kosovo has granted a tender worth around 80,000 Euros to the former head of UNMIK legal office Alexander Borg-Olivier for interpreting English law as the contracts of Kosovo Trust Agency and of UNMIK regarding privatization of publicly-owned enterprises were based on this legislation. PAK Spokesperson Ylli Kaloshi said the company of Borg-Olivier, who is also PM Hashim Thaçi’s advisor, was selected based on the law on public procurement. 

Haradinaj’s indictment changed again (dailies)

Indictment against Ramush Haradinaj, Idriz Balaj and Lahi Brahimaj has been changed for the fourth time. This was presented 31 January, Klan Kosova reported. In it, the ICTY prosecution accuses the three defendants for violation of laws and customs of war. The reviewed indictment says that the victims of the defendants did not take active part in the fighting on which occasion the defendants did not obey the laws and customs which regulate armed conflicts, including the Geneva Convention of 1949. Now, Ramush Haradinaj, Idriz Balaj and Lahi Brahimaj face six charges.

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· Pay raise fails

· PDK sure only of communities 

· Ashton pushes for dialogue in March

· Haliti denies any links to criminality, arms and drugs trade

· Border of Serbia with Kosovo not mentioned in the questionnaire 

Other headlines

· Negotiations for coalition underway (2)

· Non-Serb parties complain CEC lost them seats in the Assembly (4)

· Ban removes responsibility of UNMIK from Marty’s allegations (4)

· 38 RAE families relocated from Osterode camp (6)

· Indictment against Haradinaj changed again (6)

· Only four indictments for vote theft (7)

· Swine flu takes first life in Kosovo (7)

· Kosovo budget under IMF loupe (9)

· Former UNMIK official gets tender from PAK (9)

Zëri
Front page

· Thaçi disappoints, salaries don’t increase

· PDK doesn’t give up the prime minister’s post 

· FAIR in government with Thaçi

· Indictment against Ramush Haradinaj reviewed 

Other headlines

· UNMIK supports investigations for organ trade (2)

· Secret, expenses of parties in the campaign (4)

· Austria attentive towards Kosovo (4)

· Cooper, EU’s envoy in dialogue (4)

· Head of Ministry of Transport procurement testifies to EULEX (6)

· First A/H1N1 victim (8)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· 1 February like April’s Fool!

· Results may be postponed until mid February

· Cooper, mediator in Pristina-Belgrade talks

· Swine flu takes the life of a 46 year-old woman 
Other headlines

· Options for the government (2)

· UN supports investigations into organ trafficking (4)

· LDK accepts ‘dishonest elections’ (5)

· IMF insists on implementation of agreement (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Pacolli: I have good relations with internationals

· Robert Cooper mediates the Pristina–Belgrade dialogue

Other headlines

· Ban: UNMIK supports investigations in Kosovo (2)

· Mustafa: These institutions will not govern four years  (3)

· Kosovo President to have a political address (4)

· Kuçi: PDK cannot be blackmailed (4)

· One woman dies from the flu AH1N1 (6)

· Police changes its approach towards the north  (6)

· First charges raised for manipulation of elections  (7)

· Payments with raise, after the approval of the budget (8)

· Camps in the north before the closure (10)
Express
Front page

· Prime Minister, what happened?

· Dies from the flu 

· The end of living in a camp

· Description of Mustafa

Other headlines

· Pristina ready for dialogue (4)

· Complaints about votes (4)

· Cooper represents EU (5)

· Supports investigation (5)

· Surroi: Region in danger  (6)

· Non-realistic requests (6)

Bota Sot
Front page

· The investigations for the killings of Bekim and Bardhyl in the hands of EULEX prosecutor

· Raise of salaries postponed?

Other headlines

· Ashton accelerates the dialogue for March (2)

· Coalitions, PDK in dilemma with its given word  (3)

· Wisner: I know which is the real soul of Albanians (4)

· All political parties complain, the certification of results delayed (4)

· UNMIK is ready (6)

· Knaus: Kosovo has the problem of credibility and perception (7)

· Kosovo has been left outside European integrations (7)

· The indictment towards Ramush changed (11)

· US welcomes the postponement of the raise of salaries (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Many irregularities, only two charges
· Those institutions will not govern  for four years

· No raise of salaries

Other headlines 
· UN, supporting the investigation about Marty’s accusations (3)

· Ashton, dialogue in March (5)

· The sixteen-million affair is investigated by EULEX (6)
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