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Main Stories                                  2 July
__________________________________________________
· UNMIK to transform into mission for communities (Koha Ditore)

· Kaidanow: Kosovo has done some truly amazing things (Koha Ditore)

· Pristina opposes Tadic, calls on Serbs to participate in elections (Zëri) 

· Freedom House: Kosovo, example to countries in transition (dailies)

· Ivanovic criticizes Serb municipality mayors (Zëri) 

· Pristina municipality gives the U.S. five hectares of land for use (dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights

UNMIK to transform into mission for communities (Koha Ditore)

The paper reports that UNMIK has officially transformed into a mission focused on treatment of communities in Kosovo. According to the paper, the end of the reconfiguration process has made UNMIK organize its staff into an office that will exclusively deal with community issues. 

“The UN Mission has transformed into a political mission and community issues are an important part of the mission’s role,” UNMIK Spokesperson Russell Geekie told the paper and added that in this context, the mission has organized its capacities into an Office for Support to Communities. 

Geekie further said that SRSG Lamberto Zannier has received support for the mission during his recent meetings in Washington, New York and Brussels. 

Kaidanow: Kosovo has done some truly amazing things (Koha Ditore)

In the first part of an interview for the paper, outgoing U.S. Ambassador to Kosovo Tina Kaidanow said that the state of Kosovo is on the right track, but that it will continue to face challenges and therefore the Kosovo government and society need to make the right choices, as have until now, if they want to secure continuous progress. “Judging by any standard or measure, Kosovo has done some truly amazing things,” said Kaidanow referring to a range of institutional progress, establishment of new institutions like the Foreign Ministry and the Kosovo Security Force and adoption of the Constitution which is not only in accordance with the Ahtisaari plan but also with European standards. 

Kaidanow said that the rule of law and economic development are the two most important issues for the overall development of Kosovo, noting that there have been delays in implementing rule of law. “I would stress, for example, the swearing in of judges and prosecutors,” she said.

Pristina opposes Tadic, calls on Serbs to participate in elections (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu said – in a response to statements of Serbia’s President Boris Tadic – that there are no conditions for Kosovo Serbs to participate in elections and that this is not Tadic’s first destructive action toward Kosovo. “I think that this is just another proof of [Serbia’s] irrational and unjust approach toward Kosovo Serbs,” said Sejdiu. 

This daily reports that Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, representatives of opposition parties and some representatives of Kosovo Serbs political parties also opposed Tadic’s announcement. 

“Kosovo Serbs are equal citizens of the Republic of Kosovo. There are equal possibilities for their participation and equal treatment in Kosovo institutions,” said Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi.  
Freedom House: Kosovo, example to countries in transition (dailies)

The recent report of the U.S.-based nongovernmental organization Freedom House states that Kosovo is an example for countries in transition with regards to improvement in the local and central-level governments. The report notes that the PDK-LDK Government led by Hashim Thaçi has managed to maintain stability and prevent an escalation of violence in the country with the support from the ICO and embassies of the U.S. and EU countries. 

The justice system, says the report, is one of the weakest parts of Kosovo’s legal order. According to the study, the legal framework of Kosovo remains divided between UNMIK regulations, laws passed by the Kosovo Assembly and former-Yugoslav laws. “Even though there was improvement in legislation, in general there is lack of political will to fight corruption,” the Freedom House report claims.

Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi told Express that the report is realistic and the Government will work more to continue to improve, while the AAK opposition representative Ahmet Isufi said the report should be seen as a signal to do more on improving lives of citizens. 

Ivanovic criticizes Serb municipal mayors (Zëri) 
Zëri reports Serbia’s State Secretary in the so-called Ministry for Kosovo Oliver Ivanovic told Belgrade daily Politika that elected mayors of Kosovo municipalities should not obstruct the Serbian Government. “It is unavoidable for the state to proceed with an answer to this, because it is impossible for each municipal mayor to decide on the issues that Serbia’s Government has already decided,” said Ivanovic in response to the position of some municiplal mayors regarding the customs issue in the north of Kosovo. 

“They do not understand that they have been elected from the local population, at the local level, to resolve municipal issues. No one gave them the mandate to discuss Medvedev-Obama relations or to decide where the Prime Minister or a Minister can go or should say,” said Ivanovic. 

Pristina municipality gives the U.S. five hectares of land for use (dailies)

The Municipality of Pristina has allocated the U.S. Embassy in Kosovo five hectares of land for a use over a 99-year period. “This agreement will lay the foundation for the work of future generations of U.S. diplomats in Pristina that will bring closer together the two countries,” said Pristina Mayor Isa Mustafa upon signing the memorandum of understanding with U.S. Ambassador Tina Kaidanow. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· [Albanian elections] PD announces victory, PS contests it

· UNMIK transforms into a mission for communities

· Two government projects for the World Bank

· Procedures commence for armament of KSF

· Local Serbs had 50,000 weapons in Kosovo

· Government criticized over “silent” procurement

· Pristina gives 5 hectares of land to U.S. for its embassy

· Croatian Prime Minister Ivo Sanader withdraws from politics

Other headlines

· Kaidanow: Kosovo has done some truly remarkable things (4,5)

Zëri

Front page

· Pristina opposes Tadic, calls on Serbs to participate in elections

· Pristina Municipality allocates 5 hectares of land for U.S. Embassy

· Sejdiu and Thaçi: New chapter of Kosovo’s economic development has begun

· Freedom House: Lack of political readiness in Kosovo to combat corruption

· Ivo Sanader resigns and withdraws from active politics

· Winner of elections in Albania is not known until last ballot

Other headlines

· President to present his work to the Assembly without a debate (3)

· Ivanovic criticizes Serb mayors (4)

· 318 returned Serb police officers resume work (4)

· Rexhepi: Criminal structures in the northern part create constant tensions (9)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kosovo does not apply for Interpol

· PD announces its victory, PS contests it

· Freedom House criticizes Kosovo of corruption

· Editorial: Kosovar businesses facing problems

Other headlines

· Government reacts: Belgrade is impeding integration (2)

· Sweden is pragmatic over Kosovo (3)

· Sejdiu and Thaçi, without preferences on elections in Albania (3)

· EULEX welcomes return of Serb police officers (4)

· Tadic, 15 minutes of criticism against Jeremic (4)

· Sejdiu to report to the Assembly on June 9th (4)

· Kaidanow: We will build a modern embassy (8)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Voices from LSI in support of Berisha Government

· U.S. confirms friendship with Kosovo

· AAK too is happy with the successes of the state

· Tadic: Kosovo Serbs should not take part in the elections

Other headlines

· Words of praise for Kosovo (2)

· President Tadic not satisfied with Minister Jeremic (2)

· Jeremic: Great pressure to recognize Kosovo (2)

· EULEX welcomes return of Serb police officers (2)

· Bilstrom: Serbia without visas, but not Kosovo (2)

· Kosovo’s membership in IMF and WB is historic (3)

· 800 IDP families want to return to Kosovo (4)

· Manaj: Belgrade is impeding integration of Serbs (6)

Express

Front page

· Albania of contradictions

· Freedom House report: Kosovo, a model

· Sejdiu to report to the Assembly on June 9th
· Buzhala: Return to normality

· Shkullaku: Why Edi Rama didn’t win

Other headlines

· Destructive calls (4)

· Sweden supports integration of Balkans in the EU (5)

· Criticism from Tadic too (5)

· Tadic orders Kosovo Serbs to boycott elections (6)

Lajm 

Front page

· Çeku: Unfounded accusations failed

· The first group in the foundation of independence

· Kosovo Serbs at a crossroads 

· Stop to slander and lies against PTK management

· Last ballots will decide result of Albanian elections

Other headlines

· A positive exception amongst countries in transition (2)

· Sejdiu, Thaçi no preferences on who wins elections in Albania (2)

· President Sejdiu to report to the Assembly on June 9th (2)

· Only 7 Serb police officers do not return to work (4)

· Serbs suspend blockades in the north (4)

· Isufi: Kosovo institutions should guarantee the border (4)

Bota Sot

Front page

· Democrats announce victory in Albanian elections

· Similar to Serbia’s efforts

· Enough already with Serbian products!

Other headlines

· Leaders pledge to meet all responsibilities (2)

· Freedom House: Kosovo, positive example of countries in transition (3)

· Sejdiu to report to the Assembly on June 9th (3)

· Assembly Speaker Krasniqi ignores Tadic’s statement (4)

· The U.S. Embassy will be built after 2013 (7)

· Manaj: Belgrade is impeding the integration of Serbs (9)

InfoPress

Front page

· Freedom House positively assesses Thaçi Government

· The election result in Albania, hostage of some election ballots

· A new chapter for Kosovo

· PTK complains it is being blackmailed by Koha Group

Other headlines

· A bad message (2)

· President to report to the Assembly on June 9th (5)

· Tadic, not satisfied with Jeremic (5)

· NATO, negative assessments for Macedonia (5)

· Only 7 Serb police officers fail to return to work (9)

Belgrade Media Highlights
1 July
· Serbs Return to KPS

· Tadic: No Conditions for Kosovo Elections

· Blockades for EULEX vehicles once a week

· Kaidanow: US Not Yet Reducing Troops in Kosovo

Serbs Return to KPS

Around 310 Serb policemen returned yesterday to the Kosovo Police Service (KPS) before the deadline for their dismissal expired. KPS spokesperson Arber Beka has told Vecernje Novosti that the Serbs will not receive any special treatment that they required with the six-point plan, whereby a special chain of command would be established for Serb police members. He said they would have to be under the single chain of command. However, Belgrade representatives claim that they are still negotiating on a special chain of command, because they are not accepting for Serb policemen to be under the command of the Pristina authorities.

“EULEX welcomes the return of Serb policemen to the KPS. That is a significant step in creating a multiethnic police service that will provide security for all communities in Kosovo, including the Serb,” the Serbian Radio and Television (RTS) quotes a EULEX statement. 

Tadic: No Conditions for Kosovo Elections

Serbian President Boris Tadic has stated that there are no conditions for Serbia to call on Serbs in Kosovo to take part in the local elections in Kosovo, Tanjug was told in the President’s cabinet. Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu announced two weeks ago that the local elections in Kosovo would be held on 15 November.

Blockades for EULEX vehicles once a week

The deputies of the four northern Kosovo municipalities decided to reduce the daily road blockades to 24-hour blockades for EULEX vehicles once a week, Politika writes. Serb representatives from northern Kosovo interpret the temporary halt of daily selective blockades “as support to the Serbian government and official Belgrade’s efforts to continue the diplomatic offensive and find a peaceful solution to this problem as soon as possible.” At yesterday’s assembly session in Zubin Potok, 85 deputies demanded from EULEX to cancel all of the “unilateral activities,” while it demanded from the Serbian state bodies, especially from Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic, “to oppose, in line with his publicly stated stands, the establishment of customs at the boundary crossings, and, if this doesn’t happen, to head the protests and blockades at Brnjak and Jarinje crossings.”
On the occasion of the stands by the representatives of four municipalities in northern Kosovo regarding the customs, the State Secretary in the Kosovo Ministry Oliver Ivanovic said in an interview for Politika that they cannot make decisions on the issues that had been previously made by the Serbian government. “The Serbian government had its own stand on the issues concerning the relationship with EULEX, the judiciary, customs and police. It is impermissible for just any municipal representative to reassess this,” Ivanovic told Politika. 

Kaidanow: US Not Yet Reducing Troops in Kosovo

The US has not yet decided on an eventual reduction of the American troops in Kosovo, the US Ambassador in Pristina Tina Kaidanow said. “I think that we will reach the number of 10.000 soldiers, as discussed by NATO representatives, by the end of the year, according to the political and security situation,” Vecernje Novosti carries.

Disclaimer

This media summary consists of selected local media articles for the information of UN personnel. The public distribution of this media summary is a courtesy service extended by UNMIK on the understanding that the choice of articles translated is exclusive, and the contents do not represent anything other than a selection of articles likely to be of interest to a United Nations readership. The inclusion of articles in this summary does not imply endorsement by UNMIK.
