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· KFOR infantry in the north, presence of snipers confirmed (dailies)

· Thaçi: I will not back down (dailies)

· Kosovo Security Council meets to discuss situation in the north (dailies)

· Cooper meets Serbian officials, barricades remain (dailies)

· Thaçi doesn’t rule out redeployment of special units in the north (dailies)

· Kusari: Kosovo does not back down, Serbia must recognize seals (Koha)

Kosovo Media Highlights
KFOR infantry in the north, presence of snipers confirmed (dailies)
All dailies report on the front page that the situation in the northern part of Kosovo remains tense and that KFOR troops unblocked three Serb barricades on Monday morning. 
Koha Ditore reports on the front page that during the operations, KFOR soldiers used body armour to protect themselves from snipers and armed Serbs. Meanwhile, several newspapers report that Borislav Stefanovic, head of Serbia’s negotiating team, and Goran Bogdanovic, Serbia’s Minister for Kosovo, entered Kosovo illegally prompting KFOR commander to refuse to meet them. At the same time, Kosovo Interior Affairs Minister Bajram Rexhepi indicated that Stefanovic and Bogdanovic will be arrested. 
The paper also reports that KFOR issued a communiqué on Monday confirming the presence of Serb snipers and armed men in the north and expressed readiness to confront them.

Express reports that Belgrade is encouraging northern Serbs to keep the main roads blocked until an agreement on the border crossing points is reached between Pristian and Belgrade. 
Kosova Sot reports that Serbs built new barricades on the roads leading to the border with Serbia. 
Thaçi: I will not back down (dailies)

In an interview for Associated Press, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said he would not back down from his decision to take control of the Serbian dominated northern part of Kosovo. He said he feels Kosovo’s patience was misused by international institutions which have allowed the north to slip away from Pristina’s control. “There is no going back and there will be no compromise with anyone when the country’s security is at stake. Changes in the situation there [the north] are irreversible,” Thaçi added.
Kosovo Security Council meets to discuss situation in the north (dailies)

All dailies cover the meeting of the Kosovo Security Council on the latest developments in the north. The Council called on all state security agencies to maintain the highest level of preparedness and react with all possible means in case state sovereignty and constitutional order are violated. 

Express and Kosova Sot quote sources in the Kosovo Intelligence Agency as saying that Russian mercenaries and members of the Tsar Lazar Guard are involved in the road barricades.  
Cooper meets Serbian officials, barricades remain (dailies)

Dailies report that EU negotiation facilitator for Pristina and Belgrade, Robert Cooper, met with Borislav Stefanovic and Goran Bogdanovic on Monday at the Rashka municipal assembly building in Serbia. Neither Cooper nor Serbian officials talked to the media after the meeting. Belgrade-based Beta news agency reported that Serbian officials will continue their talks with Cooper, who is expected to visit Kosovo on Tuesday. Tanjug, another news agency also based in Belgrade, reported that the meeting focused on finding ways to resolve the crisis in northern Kosovo. Express reports on the front page that the EU envoy for Kosovo, Fernando Gentilini, accompanied Cooper in the meeting.
Thaçi doesn’t rule out redeployment of special units in the north (dailies)

Several dailies report that during a visit to the headquarters of the Kosovo Police special units, Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi said he did not rule out the possible redeployment of special units to northern Kosovo. “You, the special unit of Kosovo Police, shall have the full support of the institutions in the decisions and actions that may follow in the next couple of days, to continue your work and your noble mission to protect law and order. Our path is righteous and this means that there will be no going back,” Thaçi was quoted as saying.

Thaçi, together with President Atifete Jahjaga, congratulated members of police special units for their contribution in regaining control over the border crossing points in the north. Jahjaga and Thaçi said that for the first time in 12 years the institutions of Kosovo are controlling the whole territory of the state.

Kusari: Kosovo does not back down, Serbia must recognize seals (Koha)
In an interview for Koha Ditore, Trade and Industry Minister Mimoza Kusari-Lila said the decision to introduce reciprocity measures vis-a-vis Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina was made without the support of internationals, “but later on this decision was supported even by those who did not support it initially”. 

“When Serbia recognizes the seals of Kosovo Customs and the free movement of trucks from Kosovo to Serbia, then we will annul the decision for reciprocity measures,” Kusari was quoted as saying. She indicated that additional measures would be introduced for Serbian products that have entered illegally into Kosovo after June 20th.

Kusari told the paper she was determined to carry through the decision on reciprocity even if it costs her the post of minister. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· KFOR with infantry in the north, confirms presence of snipers

· Cooper meets Serbian officials, barricades remain

· Schwarz-Schilling: Firm language is required with Serbia

· Kusari-Lila: Kosovo won’t back down, Serbia must recognize seals

· Highest security body calls for readiness

Other headlines

· Vllasi: Belgrade wants smuggling without control (4)

· ICG reports on deterioration of situation in Kosovo (5)

· Politika compares KFOR commander with Wehrmacht general (5)

Zëri

Front page

· The five-percent assembly

· Thaçi is losing control over the ruling party

· KFOR opens roads

· Kosovo has its landlord

· Veliu: Mission incomplete

· Gjakova without Serb products

Other headlines

· Everything for sovereignty (2)

· Cooper to visit Pristina today (2)

· Kosovo, a condition for Serbia (2)

· Problems should be solved through negotiations (8)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Kosovo steps up security measures

· Editorial: Reciprocity for Serbian officials too

· KFOR removes barricades, Serbs build new ones!

· PAK wants another €26 million

Other headlines

· Rexhepi indicates arrest of Serbian officials (2)

· Croatia with incoherent policy vis-à-vis Kosovo (2)

· Determined for the borders (2)

· Thaçi: Our patience was misused (3)

· Germany is concerned over the north (3)

· Kosovo, a condition for Serbia (4)

· Russian mercenaries in the north (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Thaçi: There could be other actions in the north

· Qehaja: Withdrawal would be catastrophic

· Krasniqi: Turning point(s)

· Rashka meeting ends without results

· State security agencies on high level of alert

· Main roads remain blocked

Other headlines

· Josipovic: Serbia and Kosovo to resolve problems through negotiations (2)

· Konuzin: Pristina’s efforts are dangerous for regional security (2)

· Dacic: Serbia wants a permanent solution (2)

· Rexhepi: Cooper should speed up resumption of dialogue (3)

Express

Front page

· Increased alertness 

· Whatever Belgrade says

· Cooper intervenes

· Reciprocity suits them

Other headlines

· Kosovo and Serbia must talk (4)

· Support from Presevo Valley (5)

· Kosovo, a condition for Serbia (6)

· Europe’s mistake (6)
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