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·  National elections in first half of February (Koha Ditore)

·  January is the high time (Express)

·  Lajçi calls for Sejdiu’s resignation from the LDK (dailies)

·  Shala: PDK wants to build its fate on the misfortune of others (Koha)

·  Fitzgerald: KFOR to support EULEX and Kosovo Police in the north (dailies)

·  Kacin: Compromises are expected between Pristina and Belgrade (dailies)

·  UNMIK wants to build 9 houses for Romas in Suhadoll (dailies)

·  UNMIK kiosk burned in Mitrovica! (Bota Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights

National elections in first half of February (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports on the front page that acting Kosovo President Jakup Krasniqi is expected to present two dates to political parties for early parliamentary elections. An unnamed source told the paper that in meetings over the next couple of days, Krasniqi will present the dates of 6 and 13 February as the most optimal dates for early elections.

“The first signs from the two leaders of the parties in coalition are that they will maintain the institutional stability and at the same time go to early elections. This has made the President to think about the date of elections. The President is not interested to go beyond the second Sunday of February,” the source added.

The same source said that until the first half of February, a consensus could be reached among political parties for elections and the Central Election Committee (CEC) would have time to make all necessary preparations for a smooth election process.
January is the high time (Express)

Express reports in the front-page story that Kosovo authorities, in consultation with Quint countries, seem to have found the best option to emerge from the political crisis when Fatmir Sejdiu resigned from the post of President. 

A Western official, who preferred to remain anonymous, told the paper that 30th January could be the date when Kosovars will go to polls for parliamentary elections, as this is considered the most optimal time.

The paper notes that it is hoped that the Law on Elections will be completed by that time. It also argues that postponing parliamentary elections beyond January risks putting the country in a position without legitimate leaders.
Lajçi calls for Sejdiu’s resignation from the LDK (dailies)

Several dailies report that Ali Lajçi, member of the LDK chairmanship, has called on Fatmir Sejdiu to resign from the post of LDK leader as he has been confirmed as a violator of the Constitution of the Republic. 
“Fatmir Sejdiu should think over the next couple of days and weeks to resign from the LDK and to help the party from the outside because if we continue like this we will create a bad image for the party. Fatmir Sejdiu’s image is damaging for the LDK because the LDK will run for power and we want to have respected people in power. We cannot fool around with the Constitution,” said Lajçi. Sejdiu has not reacted to Lajçi’s statement.

Shala: PDK wants to build its fate on the misfortune of others (Koha)

Koha Ditore runs an extensive interview with AAK principal deputy leader Blerim Shala highlighting his statement that the Kosovo Democratic Party (PDK) is trying to build its fate on the misfortune of others. “It is PDK’s life-important interest to build its victory over the absence of Mr. Haradinaj in Kosovo and over the current problems in the LDK. There is no doubt that the PDK is trying to use this situation to its advantage,” Shala is quoted as saying. “Therefore, the PDK’s goal is to misuse the current situation and build its fate on the misfortune of others.”
Fitzgerald: KFOR to support EULEX and Kosovo Police in the north (dailies)

All dailies cover the visit by NATO Admiral Mark Fitzgerald that a lot remains to be done in northern Kosovo and that KFOR will support EULEX and Kosovo Police in establishing the rule of law in that area.
Commenting on the transfer of competencies from KFOR to Kosovo Police in guarding and supervising the border with Serbia, Fitzgerald said this issue is complicated and should be done gradually after dialogue between Kosovo and Serbia.

Kacin: Compromises are expected between Pristina and Belgrade (dailies)

Several dailies quote Jelko Kacin, the European Parliament’s Rapporteur for Serbia, as saying that the disconnection of Serb telephone operators in Kosovo is an illustration that life requires compromises and agreements in the interest of all living in Serbia and Kosovo. “This is precisely what Brussels is insisting when it comes to upcoming talks between Belgrade and Pristina. No one is talking about Kosovo’s recognition, but talks are expected on everyday life challenges,” Kacin said.
UNMIK wants to build 9 houses for Romas in Suhadoll (dailies)

Koha Ditore, Express, Infopress and Lajm report that Albanian residents of the village of Suhadoll protested on Friday afternoon against a decision by the UNMIK Administration in the north to build 9 houses for Romas in this village. Even representatives of the Roma Neighborhood have rejected the construction of the houses. Faced with the opposition, UNMIK agreed to give up on its plans. 

“We have gathered here to protest this wrong step by UNMIK who is trying to make such absurd things without consulting anyone. The residents are upset and they are determined not to allow constructions here,” said a representative of Albanian residents of Suhadoll. He also said that after a conversation with UNMIK officials he found that they gave up on the construction.

Infopress carries the report under the headline UNMIK’s intentions are provocative while Lajm runs the headline Suhadoll residents are outraged.

UNMIK kiosk burned in Mitrovica! (Bota Sot)

Bota Sot reports that on Thursday evening in northern Mitrovica a kiosk was burned which was supposed to be placed in the Green Market as part of a project by the United Nations administration to remove kiosks from city roads. A police spokesman in Mitrovica told the paper that the kiosk might have been burned as a sign of dissatisfaction against the relocation of the market from the centre to the northern part of Mitrovica. Bota Sot notes that the UN mission is one of the organizations that has created “hatred” among Kosovo Albanians with its actions.
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