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· Thaçi: Ahtisaari Package does not open for the north (dailies)

· MacShane: I did not talk about “Ahtisaari plus or minus” (Koha)

· Ban: The north, a challenge for the international community (Epoka) 

· Drews thinks situation in the north can be solved without violence (dailies)

· Krasniqi calls on EU member states to recognize Kosovo (dailies)

· Lavrov: Russia will not recognize Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

· MacShane: Marty’s report, a shame for Europe (Zëri) 

· Vetëvendosje: The Government will bankrupt the state (Koha)

· Olters is skeptical about Kosova e Re (Express)

· IMF to inspect work of the government (Koha)

· Ten initial license plates of ex-Yugoslavia, replaced with RKS plates (Koha) 
Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaçi: Ahtisaari Package does not open for the north (dailies)

All dailies report that the Kosovo Government does not agree with opening the Ahtisaari Package, with the aim of finding a solution to the problem of the north, even though the idea is supported by British diplomat Denis MacShane who recently has been put to the service of public diplomacy of Kosovo. 
MacShane, a former member of Tony Blair’s cabinet, received an immediate and negative reply from Kosovo Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi, who said that the package would neither be opened nor changed. 
“The Constitution of the Republic of Kosovo and President Ahtisaari’s Package guarantee the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Kosovo and at the same time provides for the highest standards in Europe for guaranteeing the rights of all communities who live in Kosovo,” Thaçi said.
MacShane: I did not talk about “Ahtisaari plus or minus” (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that one day after he was reported to have said that Kosovo needs an “Ahtisaari plus” for the northern part of Mitrovica, former British Minister for Europe Denis MacShane denied having made such a statement. “I gave an interview to a newspaper on Sunday and I said that it would be in Kosovo’s interest to look to the different examples in Europe and in the world, which guarantee autonomy, as the Swiss cantons for education and for taxes. Therefore, I did not talk about an Ahtisaari plus or minus. It is important for dialogue to continue and EU and Brussels officials are very clear on this point – to have constructive dialogue with Belgrade,” MacShane said. 
Ban: The north, a challenge for the international community (Epoka) 
Epoka e Re reports on page two that United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said the situation in the northern part of Kosovo is one of the challenges that the international community is facing there. 
“Pending issues, which are not related only to northern Mitrovica but include the northern part of Kosovo too, are certainly the important challenges that the international community is facing in Kosovo today. Nonetheless, they cannot be resolved outside the context of other issues that relate to Kosovo and the region. Given the opinions of the communities on the ground, I have emphasized that sensitive issues can be solved only peacefully,” Ban Ki-moon said in an interview for the portal Presheva e Jonë. 
The UN Secretary General called on Serbia and Kosovo to resolve their border dispute. “The issue of the north is a conflict that has been going for many years, a political and historical issue, but they need to discuss it through dialogue. Therefore, I call on Serbia and Kosovo to solve their border dispute and I stress that blocked borders are unacceptable. I call on them to solve all pending issues and it is unacceptable for borders to remain blocked,” Ban Ki-moon added.

Drews thinks situation in the north can be solved without violence (dailies)

Dailies report that KFOR Commander, General-Major, Erhard Drews, on Tuesday has visited Ferizaj and together with the mayor of Ferizaj, Bajrush Xhemajli, have talked about the possible reflections of the situation in the north also in other municipalities in the country.
“KFOR has for the mission to ensure the freedom of movement for all citizens, if that does not exist, and it should be established. This problem should be solved with dialogue, if not, then my and KFOR responsibility is to solve it with our means, but I still think that this can be solved without the use of force,” Drews said.

Krasniqi calls on five EU member states to recognize Kosovo (dailies)

Several dailies report on a meeting that Kosovo Assembly Speaker Jakup Krasniqi had on Tuesday with a foreign delegation led by Ignacio Molina from Spain. Krasniqi said Kosovo’s non-recognition by five EU member states is making more difficult Kosovo’s Euro-Atlantic integration process. Krasniqi called on these countries to review the possibility of recognizing the youngest state in Europe and to join another 85 countries which have already recognized Kosovo’s independence. 

Lavrov: Russia will not recognize Kosovo (Epoka e Re) 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov told Serbian media that Russia will maintain its position vis-à-vis Kosovo and that it does not intend to change it in the future. Lavrov advised Serbs to continue to uphold International Law and UNSC Resolution 1244, which according to him, provides that Kosovo is part of Serbia. 
Lavrov promised Russia will support Belgrade’s activities for a political solution to the Kosovo problem based on Resolution 1244, “to contribute to strengthening long-term stability in the region”. 

He also argued that given the tense situation in the region, it is important to not only keep the UN and Security Council role in the process of negotiations, but also to activate the actions of the UN mission in Kosovo. 

MacShane: Marty’s report, a shame for Europe (Zëri) 

Zëri reports that the former Foreign Minister of the Great Britain, Denis MacShane, said that the report of the Euro-Deputy, Dick Marty, is a shame for the Council of Europe. According to him, such a report is filled with propaganda, without any concrete proof, adding that the Council of Europe should have not allowed it. “It is a shameful report for Europe for the Council of Europe, which allowed issuance of such a report without any evidence. Therefore, I say that this report, which involves PM Thaçi together with other former KLA leaders, had propagandistic intentions,” said MacShane. 

Vetëvendosje: The Government will bankrupt the state (Koha)

Koha Ditore reports that in the draft-budget of the year 2012 there are uncertain planning, have evaluated officials of Vetëvendosje movement. The uncertain planning of incomes (92 million loans from IMF, 74 million internal borrowings and 300 million from the privatization of PTK which in total are 430 million euro’s, can lead the state into bankruptcy. The planned capital investment, according to the heads of Vetëvendosje does not have for the aim economic development, but personal benefits.  
Olters is skeptical about Kosova e Re (Express)

Express runs as the front-page story an interview with Jan-Peter Olters, head of the World Bank Office in Kosovo, highlighting that the project for building the Kosova e Re power plant is unlikely to get the support of the World Bank. The paper quotes Olters as saying that bad relations between the Government of Kosovo and the International Monetary Fund have impacted other World Bank projects in Kosovo, especially direct investments in the budget. 
“The debate has in a way become part of a global discussion on climate changes, CO2 emissions and reevaluating the cost and benefit of energy production. At this point we still haven’t made a decision to guarantee investments in this project,” Olters said in reference to the Kosova e Re project.
IMF to inspect the work of the government (Koha)
A staff consisting of experts of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) will start on Wednesday a financial inspection of the Government of Kosovo on the way it has executed expenses and financial incomes until September. The visit by the IMF staff will last 12 days and afterwards the Fund will publish a report with conclusions on the work of the government from June to September. Sources told the paper that this inspection has nothing to do with financial policies presented in the 2012 budget that the government adopted last week. The paper also recalls that after the violation of the stand-by agreement, the Government of Kosovo cannot take loans from the International Monetary Fund.
Ten initial license plates of ex-Yugoslavia, replaced with RKS plates (Koha) 

Koha Ditore reports that on the first day of the implementation of the Kosovo-Serbia agreement on the freedom of movement between the two countries, ten citizens of northern Mitrovica have changed the license plates of their vehicles, which used to be issued during the former Yugoslavia, with RKS plates. This daily reports that Kosovo has started one-sided implementation of other points of this agreement, while Serbia, claimed that preparations for implementations are not completed yet. 

Kosovo Press Headlines
Koha Ditore

Front page

· Ahtisaari Package doesn’t open for the north

· First ten ex-YU plates replaced with RKS license plates

· MacShane: I didn’t talk about Ahtisaari plus or minus

· Drews: Situation in the north can be solved without force

· Vetëvendosje: Government will bankrupt the state

· Kosovo never tried to approach UNESCO

Other headlines

· Basesku in Belgrade: We don’t recognize Kosovo (2)

· Sooner or later, all EU member states will recognize Kosovo (4)

Zëri

Front page

· Four party branches accuse Yagcilar of creating chaos in KDTP

· Daci waiting for Isa

· MacShane: Marty’s report, shame for Europe

· Five EU member states make integration more difficult

· Sertolli: Where is EULEX?
Other headlines

· Situation in the north can be solved through dialogue (2)

· Dell: Internationals like Milosevic (2)

· Ahtisaari Package does not open (4)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Pack blames Ashton for non-recognition of 5 countries of EU

· Witness X: EULEX does not respect the agreement

Other headlines

· KFOR complains, requests freedom of movement (2)

· Bozovic denies his involvement on Enver Zymberi murder (2)

· Veterans are being counted (3)

· Non-recognitions, lack of communication (3)

· Request deputy president (4)

· Assembly responsible for the costs of the laws (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Reform and pain

· Presidency without Qëndrim

· Thaçi: There will not be Ahtisaari plus

· Drews requests patience from Albanians 

Other headlines

· Ban: The north, a challenge for international community (2)

· Lavrov: Russia will not recognize Kosovo (2)

· Serbia wants both, EU and Kosovo (2)

· Krasniqi travels to France (4)

· Mallias: Everyone knows that Kosovo is independent (4)

· AKR with new leadership (6)

· Students: President should have only one citizenship (6)

· Waiting for the date (7)

· Hoxhaj: Pristina ready for the dialogue (7)

Express
Front page

· Which Rada?

· Sceptical about Kosova e Re

· James forgotten

Other headlines

· Ibrahim Rexhepi: budget of asphalt (2)

· Romani does not recognize Kosovo (4)

· Defence ministers of the region in Kosovo (5)

· Not with force (5)

· There is no returning back for independence of Kosovo (6)

· Fight corruption (6)

· Marty’s report shame for the Council of Europe (6)

· Bozovic: I am not guilty (7)

· Unreal budget (10)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pack: There is no division of Kosovo nor a Ahtisaari plus plan

· Serbia violated the agreement for the freedom of movement

Other headlines

· AKR requests pressure towards Belgrade for the dismissal of parallel structures (2)

· Supported the achieved agreements with World Bank (2)

· Non-recognition of the independence from five states makes difficult integrations (3)

· Delegation of British Council requests the recognition from the whole EU (7)

· PLK: There will not be visa liberalization before parliamentary elections (9)
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