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__________________________________________________
· Elections to have record number of observers (Koha Ditore)

· Kosovo Serb policemen ordered by Serbia not to assist in elections (Koha)

· EULEX in a moratorium (Zëri)

· Steinbach: Kosovo needs fair and transparent elections (dailies)

· Çollaku: It is not true (Express) 

· UNMIK in discussions (Express)

· Tadic: We will not recognize Kosovo (Zëri)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Elections to have record number of observers (Koha Ditore)

The paper quotes head of CEC Valdete Daka as saying that the number of local observers that will monitor the 12 December elections will be over 23,000. “Unlike previous elections when there were a total of 22,000 this time just local observers will be over 23,000”, said Daka. The number of international observers is expected to be known after 6 December which is the final deadline for international entities to apply for the certification of their observers. 

Kosovo Serb policemen ordered by Serbia not to assist in elections (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of Ministry of Interior Affairs of Serbia for Kosovo, Djordje Dragovic, know by the nickname “Djole”, on Wednesday in a urgent meeting told the commanders of Kosovo police in north Mitrovica that they should not assist in the electoral campaign and also not to assist on the day of elections in the Kosovo general elections of 12 December. 

In the meeting, where the main topic was whether or not to support or not support the elections in the north of Mitrovica and in Kosovo, the heads of Serb municipalities in the north of Kosovo and the so-called President of the Mitrovica district Radenko Nedeljkovic also participated, said the source. The assistance of Serb policemen of Kosovo in the campaign and on the day of elections is “national treason” and it would bear consequences for the policemen and his family, the police commanders in the north were told. The loudest voice in this meeting was the commander of Zubin Potok, Draza Bozovic, who directly asked his colleagues to order policemen not to assist in the electoral campaign. Kosovo police spokesman said that they don’t know about such a meeting or such orders.

EULEX in a moratorium (Zëri)

The EU rule of law mission (EULEX) will not arrest any politician under investigation during the election campaign and this has been agreed on with the Kosovo leadership, the paper quotes sources as saying. International officials have said that the “striking stage” against certain Kosovo politicians suspected of involvement in criminal activities will come after the election final results are announced.

Steinbach: Kosovo needs fair and transparent elections (dailies)

On the eve of parliamentary elections of 12 December 2010 and at the time of the official beginning of the electoral campaign, German Ambassador in Kosovo, Hans Dieter Steinbach, in a statement for media on Wednesday in Pristina, emphasized that Kosovo needs fair and transparent parliamentary elections, according to international standards. “The upcoming parliamentary elections are an important guide for democracy in the Republic of Kosovo. Through them the citizens choose the road for policy in their country. I call on every citizen with the right of vote to participate in the elections and to determine, with their vote, the political course of the country. Those elections are very important, especially for minorities, because only their participation in it guarantees that political participation is ensured… and oriented according to the concrete will of the voters”, said Steinbach. 

Çollaku: It is not true (Express) 

Express reports that Bekim Çollaku, senior advisor of Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi has rebutted the published news in Serbian media that he has been nominated as the chief of the delegation of Kosovo in discussions with Serbia. “As far as speculations made by certain Serbian media for the leadership of Kosovo team in these discussions, allow me to explain that the Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo has not nominated any official of the Government of Kosovo to lead these discussions, and the Prime Minister will make such a decision at the right moment,” said Çollaku.  

UNMIK in discussions (Express)
Express reports that UNMIK chief Lamberto Zannier said that the United Nations supports the political process of the future dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, and that they will be involved in the dialogue. Zannier stressed that it is important to discuss all essential issues for the local population and that UN Mission in Kosovo makes sure that these issues are included in the dialogue. “Of course this is important for me, because I will periodically submit reports to the UN Security Council on the situation and we are trying to prepare well the future plan of the discussion,” said Zannier on Tuesday, during the meeting with the municipal mayor of Zveçan, Dragisa Milovic, with whom he discussed the extraordinary parliamentary elections of the 12 December. 

Tadic: We will not recognize Kosovo (Zëri)

Serbian President Boris Tadic reiterated his stance against the independence of Kosovo. Tadic in an OSCE summit in Khazakstan said the overall security situation in Kosovo is more complicated following the declaration of independence. “We will not recognize the unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo explicitly or implicitly,” said Tadic. 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore
Front page

· Kosovo Serb police ordered by Serbia not to assist in elections 

· CEC doesn’t publish declared assets of candidates

· Limaj: Highway will be constructed as planned

· Pristina Municipality threatened with firecrackers  

Other headlines

· Elections to have a record number of observers (3)

· Ballots to arrive three days before elections (3)

· Steinbach: Kosovo needs fair and transparent elections (3)

· Thaçi: Internationals also welcome PDK victory (4)

· Mustafa: LDK doesn’t give ‘empty promises’ (4)

· Pacolli promises: 120,000 new jobs (5)

· AAK: We will work night and day to improve your lives (6)

· Dacil: All evil things will stop with LDD (6)

· Kurti: Do not vote thieves for the sake of the generations that sacrificed themselves (7)

· FAIR pledges to uproot corruption and organised crime (8)

· Dimic: Serbs have no other way but to live together with Kosovo citizens (8)

Zëri
Front page

· EULEX in moratorium

· Race for votes begins peacefully 

· De Marnhac to visit Tirana

· Limaj inspects “Bechtel-Enka”

Other headlines

· Tadic: We will not recognise Kosovo (2)

· PDK asks the vote for integration (5)

· Isa to reduce number of ministries (5)

· AAK: Who wins in Prizren will win elections (6)

· AKR: 30,000 new jobs every year (6)

· LDD begins campaign in Rugova’s birthplace (8)

· FAIR: Mitrovica, Kosovo’s forgotten city (8)

· Vetëvendosje begins with national unification (9)

· Democracy in Action calls for fair campaign (9) 

Kosova Sot
Front page

· After elections, Pristina-Belgrade dialogue

· Election campaign

· Buhler: Criminals in the north will be arrested

· Editorial: Little commitment to governing with ‘clean hands’   

Other headlines

· Billboards invade the capital (2)

· CEC issues a tender worth €780,000 for campaign (2)

· Democracy in Action begins monitoring (2)

· Progress Report, burden on the new government (3)

· Steinbach: Kosovo needs fair and transparent elections (4)

· De Marnhac to visit Tirana today and tomorrow (4)

· No surplus (7)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· Starts energetically 

· Isa Mustafa forgets Pristina citizens

· Kurti: We will make Kosovo sovereign 

· Thaçi requests votes for the next victory
· Pacolli promises a different Kosovo

· Isa starts campaign full of promises 

· AAK with a candidate for Prime Minister

· Deda: We have to move forward

· Daci starts from the birthplace of former President Rugova

Other headlines

· Kosovo also one of the questions in questionnaire (2)

· Serbia keeps the platform of the discussions with Kosovo secret (2)

· Topi: Number of recognitions of Kosovo should increase (2)

· Krasniqi congratulates population of United Emirates (2)

· Marnhac visits Tirana (2)

· Cost of the expenses (7)

· Cost of the campaign to be monitored as well (18)

Express

Front page

· Start quietly

· The last letter

· Çollaku: It is not true

· Bllaca stays at home 

Other headlines

· Kerquki: Election gambling (2)

· Shkullaku: Hashim Thaçi’s quiet campaign (3)

· Goes in Tirana (4)

· UNMIK in discussions (4)

· First votes (6)

· New Born Fair (6)

· Request trust (7)

· Start from Mitrovica (7)

· Promise jobs (8)

· They do not accuse (9)

· Realistic slogans (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Pacolli: We are the coalition of changes and not of the promises

Other headlines

· Serb platform for talks is kept secret (3) 

· Buehler those who couse problems in the north calls criminals (4)

· Steinbach: Kosovo needs fair and transparent elections (4)

· They ask for the vote of the people for their party power (4)

· Fair opened campaign before the Newborn (6)
· Kurti: Kosovo to negotiate the union with Albania (7)

· With social democrats Kosovo proud state and European (7)

· Rugova: Only our coalition can recover Kosovo (7)

· If it is aimed that to the north to be given the special status, the government will fall (8)

· Thaçi: PDK will score convincing victory (10)

· Mustafa promises governance with honored face (11)

InfoPress 
Front page

· The nation road does not stop also in winter
Other headlines 
· EULEX in elections, police monitor (2)

· CEC EULEX decides themselves (2)

· They promise better monitoring (3)

· Thaçi did not appoint a leader for talks (4)

· Kosovo needs fair elections (4)

· Tadic OSCE neutral (4)

· Serbia removes visas for Albania (4)

· Mandate for entry in NATO and EU (5)

· LDK requests to be believed (6)

· AAK starts in Prizren to finish in Pristina (7)

· Fair starts the campaign violating the traffic rules (7)

· Turks started the campaign in Pristina (9)

· Kurti: We cannot unite without uniting Mitrovica (9)

· LDD starts the campaign in Cërcë of Ibrahim Rugova (10)
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