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· Çitaku: We will implement criteria in record time (Bota Sot)

· The U.S. announces withdrawal from Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

· Tadic with new plan for Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosovo Media Highlights
Çitaku: We will implement criteria in record time (Bota Sot)

European Integration Minister Vlora Çitaku said that the visa liberalization for Kosovo will depend on the implementation of the criteria set by the European Commission. “The sooner we implement the criteria, the sooner Kosovo citizens will travel without visas. In the practice of the region, this process has taken from a year and a half up to two years. However, if taken into account that Kosovo has entered this process much more prepared than other countries, I believe we will meet the criteria in record time,” said Çitaku.

The U.S. announces withdrawal from Kosovo (Kosova Sot)
Kosova Sot reports that the Government of the United States of America has decided on a military withdrawal from the Republic of Kosovo. Based on news agency NOA, Kosova Sot reports that officially, Washington has decided to cut the budget of the Defense Department. This will include shutting down some American military bases outside of the country, among them the military base in Kosovo. This daily reports that the news was not welcomed by Albanian- American analysts and diplomats. 

This daily reports that senior officials of the country did not want to comment on the news with the justification that they are on holidays or that they have not received any official confirmation. Kosovo Minister of Internal Affairs Bajram Rexhepi had the same justification, and did not want to comment on whether this decision could reflect on the security situation in the north. “I do not have a comment, because there is nothing official. This is not related to the north, they have their own plans. We would like U.S. troops to have a presence here; however they know their budget and security capacities. Therefore I cannot comment on America’s actions,” said Rexhepi. 

Tadic with new plan for Kosovo (Kosova Sot)

Kosova Sot reports that the official political line in Belgrade is not to withdraw illegal institutions in Kosovo. Despite the structures being a serious problem for Belgrade on its path towards its integration in European Union. According to an analyst in Belgrade, President Boris Tadic should act fast if he wants to change things. At the end of the year Tadic said to media that during 2012 he will make a proposal for the solution of the Kosovo status, “which will not violate the interests of Serbia or the interests of Kosovo Albanians”. Tadic claims that “Serbia should respect the reality that Kosovo Albanians do not want to live under Serbia”, and keeping that in mind find a solution appropriate to the Constitution of Serbia and UNSC Resolution 1244. He repeated once more that that he will not recognize the independence of Kosovo directly or indirectly, but he will not deny the requests of Albanians.     
Kosovo Press Headlines
Kosova Sot
Front page

· USA announces withdrawal of soldiers from Kosovo

· Peacekeepers guarantee for Kosovo

· Four insecurities for Kosovo

· Trade preferences return 
Other headlines

· Tadic with a new plan for Kosovo (2)

· Veterans to be verified this year (2)

· Challenges in 2012  (3)

· Vetëvendosje enters 2012 without presidential candidate (4)
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Front page

· Eventual closure of Bondsteel dangerous for security in the region

· Pacolli: Someone is scared of my candidacy for the president of Kosovo

· Drews: I will never tolerate attacks against my soldiers
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· 2012, the year of Constitutional Court (2)

· Çitaku: We will implement the criteria in record time (7)

· The integration of the north and the freedom of movement in Europe (8)
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