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· Trade Unions give the Government time to implement pay raise (dailies)

· Difficult mission (Express)

· Krasniqi President? (Epoka e Re)

· Three parties rebut PDK (Koha Ditore)

· Does not believe in the coalition PDK-AAK (Zëri)

· Talks after the forming of the Government (dailies)

· The north to be negotiated (Express)

· UNMIK file reveals suspects for the killings in February of 2000 (Koha Ditore)

· Brussels does not give up from EULEX (Koha Ditore)

· EULEX questions the head of procurement in Limaj’s Ministry (Koha Ditore)

· Thaçi gives a vehicle to one media (Koha Ditore)

Kosovo Media Highlights

Trade Unions give the Government time to implement pay raise (dailies)

Kosovo Trade Unions in a press conference announced that they will give the Government time it needs to implement the promised pay raise for the staff in the public sector. The heads of the unions showed understanding about the position in which the government is. “There has also been pressure on the Government by internationals,” said head of the Kosovo Trade Unions Haxhi Arifi. 

Arifi said that they will however wait until the Assembly approves the new budget and then decide on the future steps. He mentioned the possibility of protests and strikes if the promise is not delivered after the budget’s approval. Zëri writes that the unionists had warned they would protest if the workers don’t receive increased salaries but adds that they changed their minds following a meeting with PM Hashim Thaçi. 

Difficult mission (Express)

The paper writes that Acting President Jakup Krasniqi is expected to appoint PDK leader Hashim Thaçi in charge of forming the new government right after the certification of elections results but the paper notes that the creation of the ruling coalition will not be an easy task. 
Although a government between PDK, AKR and communities is likely, this option has no international support and would not be very strong while on the other hand, sources told the paper that Thaçi doesn’t intend to wait for too long for the AAK to decide whether it wishes to join the government. However, the paper anticipates that international officials will have a decisive role in encouraging parties to become part of the new government.  

Krasniqi President? (Epoka e Re)

According to an inside PDK source, the party is seriously thinking of entrusting the post of the Kosovo president to the current acting president Jakup Krasniqi. “This issue will be more concretely clarified after the ruling partners of PDK are decided,” the unnamed source said. The paper writes that Krasniqi is seen as an acceptable figure by both the internationals and political parties in the country.

Three parties rebut PDK (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that a day before PDK senior official Enver Hoxhaj said that the party has had formal meetings with all political entities which will be part of the fourth legislature and discussed with them about the possibility of co-governance. However, LDK, Vetëvendosje and AAK officials have denied to have held meetings of this nature with PDK. Only the representatives of AKR did not deny such meetings to have happened.

Does not believe in the coalition PDK-AAK (Zëri)

Zëri on the front page carries an interview with the French Ambassador Jean-Francois Fitou. Ambassador Fitou is not very much optimistic for the achievement of an eventual coalition between PDK and AAK, considering that the leader of AAK is still in The Hague pending trial. He said that the role of the internationals is to tell the truth to the Kosovars but not be involved in the creation of the government. Fitou said that the inclusion in the government of the people under investigation in the future government will not do the country any good. According to him, Kosovo needs leaders who think about their country and not about their own problems.

Talks after the forming of the Government (dailies)

Deputy Foreign Minister Vlora Çitaku said Kosovo is ready to enter dialogue with Belgrade as two independent states but only once the institutions of Kosovo are established. She also said Kosovo supports a good regional cooperation as a precondition for the European integrations process. “There also needs to be a specified agenda and the structure of the dialogue as such and only then start the talks,” Çitaku added. 

The north to be negotiated (Express)

The paper quotes International Crisis Group analyst Naim Rashiti blaming the international community for the situation in the north of Kosovo. He said at first it was the UN that did not adequately administer the country and then divisions in the EU made the north still remain within the framework of the UN Security Council Resolution 1244. 
“EU and the Brussels will not be able to do something more substantial to include the northern part under the constitutional umbrella. The north is legally still part of Kosovo but administratively it is not managed by Pristina,” Rashiti told Radio Free Europe. He added that the EU will leave this issue up to Pristina and Belgrade to discuss in upcoming talks. 

UNMIK file reveals suspects for the killings in February of 2000 (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the file prepared by UNMIK police and titled ‘Pandora Sigma’ has been written for every case of killing including the names of the suspects for the killings of 10 Albanians in the north Mitrovica in 2000.

On the eleventh anniversary of the massacre, no one has yet been convicted for the killing of 10 persons and injury of 25 others. In the night between the 3 and 4 February 2000, 10 Albanians were killed by Serb organized groups, while 25 other people were injured from firearms and 93 were seriously injured from beatings. On this occasion, 1,564 Albanian families with a total of 11,364 persons have forcefully expelled from the northern part of Mitrovica during the whole month of February that year. Groups of Serbs in a night attacked Albanian families who lived in the north of Mitrovica, while killing 10 Albanians all of whom were in their houses and flats. 
Koha Ditore claims to have secured the UNMIK police file in connection with the killing of 10 Albanians in the beginning of February 2000. According to the file, the main suspect for the murder of Nderim Ajeti and Nerimane Xhaka was the former head of the Serb National Council and now political leader from the north Oliver Ivanovic and the former head of MUP in the north, Dragan Dalibasic.

Brussels does not give up from EULEX (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the European Union does not have in mind to give up from its mission in Kosovo, EULEX, just because of the criticism from the Serb President, Boris Tadic and Council of Europe rapporteur Dick Marty. Unnamed sources in Brussels told the newspaper that European Council is convinced that EULEX is the mechanism which is needed to investigate the accusations for the involvement of former KLA leaders in organ trafficking, made by Dick Marty. 
“EULEX has the capacity and possibility to investigate those accusations. The investigations already started, while we have invited Mr. Marty to cooperate with the mission. Contacts with Mr. Marty have also been established,” and EU official told the newspaper. According to these sources, European Council and the EU High Representative for Security and Foreign Policy, Catherine Ashton, are convinced that EULEX has the capacities, but the possibility to send more investigators to EULEX has also not been ruled out.

EULEX questions the head of procurement in Limaj’s Ministry (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the head of procurement in the Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications, Nexhat Krasniqi, has been questioned for many hours on Tuesday by EULEX prosecutors. After the outgoing minister, Limaj, EULEX officials have evaluated Krasniqi as the second most important suspect in the case involving suspicions for money laundering, organized crime, misuse of official duty, fraud and bribe. On Wednesday, EULEX officials confirmed the questioning of Krasniqi, but they did not give more information.

Thaçi gives a vehicle to one media (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reports that the outgoing Prime Minister, Hashim Thaçi, many times stated that he is in favour of an open partnership with the media but he never said that he gave someone a vehicle to foster this partnership. A Toyota vehicle, property of the Kosovo Government has been given for use to the Radio Free Kosova from the outgoing Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi. This information has been confirmed the Director of this radio, Ahmet Qeriqi. According to him, receiving of the car was very easy. He had only to make a request.
Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore 
Front page

· Brussels doesn’t give up on EULEX

· EULEX questions head of procurement in Limaj’s Ministry

· Three parties rebut PDK over informal meetings

· Trade unionists give the government time for salaries 

· UNMIK file reveals suspects for the killings of February 2000 

Other headlines

· Hysa in Washington, formal meetings and talks (3)

· Bajrami: Politics of salaries (3)

· Teachers disappointed, wait for March (5)

· Appellate address the Supreme Court (7)

· European Commission invests €27mil for wellbeing of citizens (8)

Zëri
Front page

· Doesn’t trust a PDK-AAK coalition

· Thaçi plays with tired unions 

· Emergency government

· Stakes increase for the new coalition

· FAIR wants the Ministry of Finance 

· Kosovars in Egypt on God’s mercy 

Other headlines

· Talks yes but after the forming of the government (2)

· Switzerland requests international investigation (2)

· Serbia wants an independent investigation (2)

· KSF, agreement with The Netherlands (2)

· ECAP turns down complaints of parties (8)

· The truth of Tisza tragedy (9)

· Buhler: Criminality still remains a challenge (9)

Kosova Sot
Front page

· Names of ministers, secondary issue 

· ECAP turns down all appeals 

· Vetëvendosje attacks Thaçi

· Editorial: Programme over names and posts  
Other headlines

· Brussels has not yet requested a Pristina-Belgrade dialogue (3)

· Foreign Ministry: Do not travel to Egypt (3)

· FAIR denies negotiations to enter the government (4)

· Swiss MPs request for international investigations into Marty’s allegations (4)

· EC pledges €27mil for infrastructure (7)

· Tisza case, witness tells of horror (13)

Epoka e Re
Front page

· They separate from Vetëvendosje

· All complaints refused

· Krasniqi President? 

Other headlines

· Integration will change the relations Kosovo-Serbia (2)

· Çitaku: First government, then the dialogue with Serbia (4)

· No one can condition PDK (4)

· Ymeri: The citizens were lied to (6)

· Teachers of Sami Frashëri ended the strike (8)

· They are waiting for the budget (9)

· OSCE released it, UNMIK still didn’t (10)

Express
Front page

· Difficult mission
Other headlines

· Dialogue should start (4)

· North to be negotiated (5)

· Everyone refused (6)

· We are ready for talks (6)

· Testify for Tisza (7)

· OSCE releases the building (9)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Be a master of your own house

· Kosovo to condition Serbia with its recognition

Other headlines

· There should be responsibility for the violation of sovereignty in the north (2)

· No decision for the violator of the law, Captain Milija Milosevic  (3)

· Buhler talked in Skopje for the security of the region (3)

· BSPK “extended hand” of the Kosovo government (6)

· OSCE released the building (7)

· Fuele: Important to start the Serbia–Kosovo dialogue (7)

· Talks with Serbia only after the creation of the institutions (7)

InfoPress 
Front page

· Hundreds of thousands Euros for campaign
· ECAP refuses complaints of the candidates
Other headlines 
· Recognition blockade, enforcement of Belgrade (2)

· ICO also greets the decision for salaries (2)

· Swiss parliamentarians request investigation (2)

· Unions believe the promise of the government (6)

· Three accused Serbs for war crimes stand trial (7) 
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