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Main Stories                                 03 March
__________________________________________________
· Zannier-Sejdiu-Thaçi meeting still pending (Koha Ditore)
· Fight in the Serb assembly of Mitrovica (Koha Ditore) 

· Serbs block EULEX justice (Koha Ditore, dailies)
· Hyseni will represent Kosovo in the UN Security Council (Koha Ditore, dailies)

Kosovo Media Highlights 

Zannier-Sejdiu-Thaçi meeting still pending (Koha Ditore)
Koha Ditore reports that efforts by the head of UNMIK Lamberto Zannier to talk with Kosovo representatives failed on Monday when Deputy Prime Minister Hajredin Kuçi canceled the meeting with the SRSG. In this meeting Zannier was planning to inform Kuçi about the meetings he had last month in Belgrade and Brussels, which never was approved by the Kosovo executive high official. 
According to Beqa, Zannier has expressed his wish to inform about the talks in Belgrade, therefore, the Deputy Prime Minister has expressed clearly that the responsibility for this is pertains to the heads of the state.  “The reason why Zannier wanted to talk goes into the field of the responsibilities of the Prime Minister and the President, and for this reason, the meeting was cancelled,” said Chief Cabinet of the Deputy Prime Minister Hajdar Beqa. 
The cancellation of the meeting, which was foreseen to take place on Monday morning, has also been confirmed by international officials, but their reason was distinctive. “The meeting has been canceled, because the Deputy Prime Minister had a meeting with the Prime Minister,” said UNMIK Spokesperson Alexander Ivanko. 

He explained that the request from UNMIK for a meeting with the Kosovo government is for the time being pending. “We are waiting for an answer about the meeting. The SRSG hopes to inform the government about meetings held in Brussels and Belgrade before the session of the UN Security Council,” said Ivanko. 

The President Spokesperson Xhavit Beqiri said that the President visit in the U.S. will continue until 4 March, and eventually the meeting can take place after this date. “President Sejdiu is returning on 4 March from the U.S. After this date the meeting can be set up. The President is open for a meeting with Zannier, same as in the past,” said Beqiri.

The EU and UNMIK have confirmed that they will try, through contacts in Kosovo and in Serbia, to negotiate a practical solution for the provisions which are in the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon’s report.
”If direct talks are not possible, then we will have technical consultations separate with Belgrade and Pristina, where other parties will be involved, since there are  some issues where technical consultations with involvement of experts are needed,” said Ivanko.
Fight in the Serb assembly of Mitrovica (Koha Ditore) 
Koha Ditore reports that two self-proclaimed members of the Serb assembly, from the  Serb radical party of the north, was sent urgently to the Mitrovica hospital after a fight broke out in the assembly after a discussion of discharging Nenad Toplicevic, the Head of the municipality.  
Sources inside Kosovo police have confirmed that the fight was stopped from by the Serbian MUP since Kosovo police is not allowed to entry the building of the so-called Serb municipality assembly of Mitrovica.

Serbs block EULEX justice (Koha Ditore, dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that the first attempt of EULEX to begin its work in the county court in Mitrovica has failed. The hearing session planed for Monday against two Serbs accused for robbery has been cancelled because of a protest of the Serb workers in the court. 
Judges, persecutors and administrative workers are protesting against the deployment of the EULEX judiciary in the north, while demanding the implementation of the six points of the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon.

Hyseni will represent Kosovo in the UN Security Council (Koha Ditore, dailies)
Koha Ditore reports that Kosovo Foreign Minister Skënder Hyseni is expected to represent Kosovo in the regular session of the UN Security Council, which is expected to be held during the second half of March. 

This has is principle been confirmed by Kosovo Foreign Ministry. Meantime, this Ministry has not cleared the modalities of the fourth meeting in a row since the declaration of the independence of Kosovo in February last year. 
“If it is a format that will allow the participation, then Foreign Minister Skënder Hyseni will represent Kosovo in this session,” said Kujtim Shala, adviser of the Foreign Minister 

Kosovo Press Headlines

Koha Ditore

Front page

· Serbs block EULEX Justice

· Settling scores with guns in the Serb assembly of Mitrovica 
· Meeting Zannier-Sejdiu-Thaçi still pending 
· Promises stop the strike

· Maldives explain how and why they did recognize Kosovo

Other headlines

· Hyseni will represent Kosovo in the session of the UNSC (2)

· Sentences for the heavy crimes - there is no one to sign them (4)

· The accused blaming each other for the massacre (6)

· Djordjevic has ordered the transfer of bodies (6)

· Stanisic: I have cooperated with CIA, I haven’t worked for them (6)
Zëri
Front page

· EULEX paralysed in the north of Kosovo!

· Unhappiness and strikes are threats for Kosovo

· Haradinaj: The government should say why it is not extending the authority in the north

· For the conviction in the Hague, Serbia is trying to justify itself to the KLA

· In the Republic of Kosovo cigarettes with UNMIK banderols

Other headlines

· The visit of the Kosovar troika ends in USA (2)

· KFOR cannot be replaced by anyone (3)

· The government and the union look for a way out from the strike  (4)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· Liquidation blocks 400 million from the privatization

· The battle for the north

· Health workers end strike

· EULEX postpones the first hearing session

Other headlines

· Lobbying, Sejdiu in the USA, Hyseni towards London (3)

· Constitutional Court, re-advertised the vacancy for Serbs (3)

· Haradinaj: Election hope for next year (4)

· Harston  Head of the UN office in Belgrade (4)

· Stanisic, the man of CIA? (5)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· I will confess my visit to the U.S.A.

· Haradinaj surrenders

· Serbs interrupt EULEX

Other headlines

· Faith praises the government (2)

· Bogdanovic: We are waiting for the implementation of the six points according to the UN plan (2)

· Rexhepi: Belgrade, guilty for the tensions (2)

· The cooperation of Serbian army with KFOR , on a technical level (2)

· Kelmendi: The Serb judges should continue the work while respecting the Kosovo laws (3)

· Minister Hyseni talks in London about the Kosovo achievements (4)

· UN soon to start the work on the implementation of the six points (5)

Express
Front page

· One country, one law

· L.A Times: Stanisic CIA spy?

· Resolution about communism forgotten

Other headlines

· Dualism of the legislation (4)

· In London to hold a lecture (4)

· Shala ignores the assembly (5)

· EULEX  the session fails in the north (6)

Lajm
Front page

· Formal vacancy competition

· Strike ended after midnight

· Against the justice

Other headlines

· The constitutional court starts the work without the Serb judge (2)

· Integration on the level of  the wish (3)

· In search for a solution for the former members of TMK (3)

· Haradinaj would of establish 12 Police check points in the north (4)

Bota Sot
Front page

· Kelmendi: EULEX to respect the laws and the stamp of Kosovo

· USA guaranties the integrity of territory of Kosovo

Other headlines 

· They stimulate UNMIK against the government (2)

· EULEX as UNMIK,  embraces the Serb extremists (2)

· EULEX postpones the judicial process in the north of Mitrovica (2)

· Minister Skënder Hyseni travelled to London (5)

· Minister Shala again ignores the commission! (5)

· Non-officially it has been talked about the six points, the government 
does not know (6)

· Haradinaj: The parliamentary elections in spring next year (7)
InfoPress 
Front page

· Serbs interrupt EULEX
· President Sejdiu and Minister Hyseni, requests new recognitions through the world

· Constitutional Court starts work even without the overall number of the judges

Other headlines 

· Constitutional court starts without Serbs (4)

· Cooperation on ‘technical level’ (4)

· 28 asylum seekers in 10 years (5)

· Thaçi negotiates with union (6)

· Privatization agency facing with protests (6)

Belgrade Media Highlights

· Julian Harston appointed again UNOB Director (Radio Serbia/Tanjug)

· Vukcevic: One victim and 10 potential perpetrators identified (RTS/B92/Tanjug)

· Serb judiciary employees in Kosovska Mitrovica block court (Tanjug)

· Bogdanovic: Serbia requesting implementation of UN Plan (Beta)

· Security situation in southern Serbian ground safety zone satisfactory (Tanjug)

· Vujacic: Walker’s malice (Tanjug)

Julian Harston appointed again UNOB Director (Radio Serbia/Tanjug)

British diplomat Julian Harston has been appointed as the Director of the UN Office in Belgrade, the UN Office in Belgrade announced. As stated, Harston was the assistant of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and already headed the UN Office in Belgrade from May 2004 until February 2007. After that, he was appointed the Head of the UN Mission in Western Sahara. Harston, who was born in 1942 in Kenya, commenced his service in the UN as the political advisor of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General in UNPROFOR in 1995, after lengthy diplomatic work for Great Britain.

Vukcevic: One victim and 10 potential perpetrators identified (RTS/B92/Tanjug)

The Serbian War Crime Prosecution Office identified Serb Predrag Dragovic from Kosovo as one of the murdered in northern Albania in 1999, and most probably 10 potential perpetrators of crimes committed in northern Albania in 1999, War Crime Prosecutor Vladimir Vukcevic told a press conference.  Dragovic’s son Rade, who attended the news conference, identified him. Vukcvic said that the content of the graphic photograph leads to a conclusion that the victim was forced to put on an army uniform before the execution, to hide the fact that he was a civilian. Rade Dragovic confirmed that his father was a civilian who never took part in military activities, and that he went missing in June 1999, when he went to a local grocery. Since 2002, he has been officially listed as missing. Vukcevic confirmed that beside the yellow house, mentioned as the location where the kidnapped Serbs’ organs were removed in northern Albania, three more such locations existed. The prosecutor said that his findings show some 300 people were held, operated on and killed in those structures. He confirmed that his office will once again ask their Tirana counterparts to cooperate on the organ trafficking case investigation. “If the Albanian side does not agree to cooperate, we will turn to the international community,” he told reporters, and reminded that Council of Europe Special Rapporteur in the case Dick Marty will arrive here at the end of the month. 

Prosecution spokesman Bruno Vekaric, who also attended the news conference, said that new material on the crimes committed in northern Albania is arriving daily, and that this investigation must not halt and leave the criminals unpunished. He also said that the prosecution now has a complete UNMIK report from 2004 on the medical materials found in the yellow house that year. It was announced several months ago that some pages were missing from the original report. Serbia has officially asked the UN to send the complete report to Belgrade. Vekaric said there is irrefutable evidence that private prisons existed in the area, to which people were taken to suffer monstrous surgical procedures. 

Serb judiciary employees in Kosovska Mitrovica block court (Tanjug)

The Kosovo Serbs employed in judiciary, who have blocked the District and Municipal Court building left, but stated that they will continue the blockade if EULEX judges start the trial of two Serbs accused of alleged robbery. Judge Nikola Kabasic has said after the talks with regional EULEX representative Michel Harnish that Serbs will not stop the blockade until the issue of judiciary functioning in northern Kosovo is resolved among Belgrade, EULEX and UNMIK. They also demanded to have several key issues resolved before the EU mission judges and prosecutors try cases, including which laws they are implementing, what status the court operates under, and whether they are using a “republic of Kosovo” stamp.

Bogdanovic: Serbia requesting implementation of UN Plan (Beta)

The Belgrade authorities have been very constructive in resolving the problems in Kosovo and they now expect the international community to propose ways to implement the plan adopted in the UN SC in order to improve the situation in various fields, including the judiciary, stated Serbian Minister for Kosovo Goran Bogdanovic. In regard to the protest of the Serbian judicial workers in Kosovska Mitrovica, Bogdanovic assessed that EULEX deployment was followed by the legal vacuum, that is, uncertainties as to transfer of competences from UNMIK to EULEX. We are not giving up on implementation of the six-point plan and it will be our priority in the forthcoming period, Bogdanovic said adding that Belgrade will insist on implementation of the UNSCR 1244 and UNMIK rules adopted in accordance with the Resolution. The Minister reminded that on several occasions, the Serbian authorities insisted on continuation of negotiations within the status-neutral framework and always pointed to problems stemming from undefined competences of international missions.

Security situation in southern Serbian ground safety zone satisfactory (Tanjug)

Serbian Defense Minister Dragan Sutanovac stated that the security situation in the ground safety zone along the boundary line with Kosovo is satisfactory. In an interview to Tanjug, Sutanovac recalled that the Serbian Army and KFOR cooperate well, adding that there is always the possibility that an accident occurs, particularly on the other side of the boundary line, but it has not happened yet. He said that three Serbian Army brigades monitor the situation, providing peace and stability in the entire region. Sutanovac explained that the Serbian Army technically cooperates with KFOR and the two sides have regular meetings at lower command level, as well as their own patrols in the ground safety zone. The Serbian government does not have the right to terminate this cooperation, which was established for the benefit of the Serbian Army and the people living in the region as well as for maintaining security in Kosovo, explained the Defence Minister. 

Vujacic: Walker’s malice (Tanjug)

Serbian Ambassador to USA Ivan Vujacic has assessed in an article for the Washington Times that he was shocked by the bias and malice of former OSCE Mission head in Kosovo William Walker, evident in his text for the same paper one week before. The claims that nothing has changed in Serbia in its stance towards Kosmet after the fall of Slobodan Milosevic is untrue and represents a terrible fabrication, underlined Vujacic. He reminded that in the negotiations on the status, Serbia had offered the widest autonomy in the world to Kosovo. The fact that the Albanian leaders in the province have proclaimed unilateral independence, with disregard to the Security Council and Resolution 1244, represents the mockery of international law and a dangerous precedent that will encourage secessionist movements all over the world, warned the Serbian Ambassador. While stressing that Walker’s “fairness” was under question for years, partially due to his counterfeiting facts from the Racak case, which lead to the NATO intervention in Serbia in 1999, Vujacic points out that his article in the Washington Times can only instigate further doubts of his objectiveness. In that text, Walker criticized Serbian President Boris Tadic for implementing the policy of defending the Serbian sovereignty in Kosovo.

Disclaimer
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