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Kosovo Media Highlights

First three agreements confirmed (dailies)
All dailies reported on the front pages on Sunday that the delegations from Pristina and Belgrade had reached an accord on the first three agreements in question in Brussels.  The agreements include: civil registers, freedom of movement and the recognition of university and school diplomas. No further details were disclosed. 
Koha Ditore reported that the parties immediately made political interpretations of the agreements. Kosovo chief negotiator Edita Tahiri said the development constitutes the first step toward Serbia’s recognition of the independence of Kosovo, whereas her Serbian counterpart Borislav Stefanovic said “Serbia’s sovereignty over Kosovo and Metohija had been defended”. On the other hand, Robert Cooper, the EU official who facilitates the dialogue between Pristina and Belgrade, said the agreements have nothing to do with status or the positions of parties on status.

Under the leading headline “The blockade is broken,” Express reported that the European Union will monitor and guarantee the implementation of agreements. The paper also notes that Serbia was forced to allow the movement of Kosovars in its territory. The Kosovar delegation also believes that the process gives a final blow to Serb parallel structures in Kosovo.
Nojkic: Division is madness (Express)

Express quoted Gracanica-based Serb politician Randjel Nojkic as saying that he is against the idea of Kosovo’s division and that he considers it madness. “I think the idea for Kosovo’s division is madness. First and foremost, this is done in order to score some political points bearing in mind that when the Serb community in Kosovo is concerned there are two absolutely separate interests involved,” Nojkic said in an interview for Radio Free Europe. “Serbs in the north want partition believing that they will get some sort of demarcation with the other part of Kosovo. Serbs in central Kosovo are absolutely against this idea.” 
Government does not give priority to integration legislation (Koha Ditore)

The Kosovo Government did not prioritize drafting legislation obligated under the latest Progress Report. From the list of 49 draft laws, which the Ministry for European Integrations, Vlora Çitaku, requested to be approved by 1 September, the Cabinet of Thaçi’s second term in office, has only achieved 11 of them. Factually, the government has approved 39 draft laws, but the majority of them do not figure in the list requested by the European Commission. Minister Çitaku has accepted that that the process of fulfilling the legislative agenda until 1 September will be very challenging, but she said the government will do everything to fulfill the agenda.

The community which is trying to survive between two realities (Koha Ditore)

Koha Ditore reported that twelve years after the removal of Serb administration from Kosovo, Belgrade has kept a presence through Serb parallel institutions, while at the same time challenging the integration of the community in the southern part of Kosovo. Serb parallel structures in this area are active in the field of health, social welfare and education, which has made the citizens of Gora to be divided between Pristina and Belgrade.
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