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· Thaci: We won’t discuss Kosovo’s internal affairs (dailies)

· U.S. supports sovereignty, calls for cooperation with partners (dailies)

· KFOR reinforced with additional 700 troops (dailies)

· President Jahjaga criticizes EULEX (dailies)

· Ivanovic: No resolution of crisis if Serb demands are not met (dailies)
Kosovo Media Highlights
Thaci: We won’t discuss Kosovo’s internal affairs (dailies)

All dailies report that the EU facilitator in talks between Kosovo and Serbia, Robert Cooper, failed on Tuesday to convince authorities in Pristina to join a process that would solve the problem of controlling the customs checkpoints in Jarinje and Brnjak. One day after talking to Serbian officials in northern Kosovo, Cooper visited Pristina but left without an assurance from Serbs to remove the blockades that lead to Gates 1 and 31 at the border with Serbia. 

“Mr. Cooper insisted on giving dialogue a chance, even on modalities of controlling the two border crossing points. He insisted that the situation should return as it was before July 25th and for negotiating teams to immediately start meetings for finding a solution that would end the blockade of goods. At one point, the Prime Minister did not want to listen to him and told him that there would be no going back,” said an official who attended the meeting with Cooper.

Representatives of the Quint countries attended the meeting with Cooper but none spoke to the media. After the meeting, Prime Minister Hashim Thaci convened an urgent government session and told his ministers that he repeated to Cooper that he would not dialogue with Serbia on Kosovo’s internal affairs.

“Again we presented our position that Pristina has very clear red lines on dialogue which include: full respect for the Constitution and the Resolution of the Assembly and full respect for sovereignty, integrity and internal arrangements.  None of these can under no circumstance be part of dialogue. Internal arrangements are clearly regulated by the Constitution, our laws and the Ahtisaari Package,” Thaci was quoted as saying.

U.S. supports sovereignty, calls for cooperation with partners (dailies)

In an interview for Radio Television of Kosova, U.S. Assistant Deputy Secretary of State Thomas Countryman said the U.S. is concerned over the latest developments in Kosovo and called for the de-escalation of the situation and cooperation through dialogue between parties to find a solution.

The senior U.S. official called on all parties to take actions only in coordination with the international community, to avoid violence and violent actions, “because this is the only way for Kosovo and Serbia to move forward”.

Countryman said the U.S. supports sovereignty and shares the opinion that sovereignty must be secured throughout Kosovo’s territory, but added that it is important for the Government of Kosovo under certain circumstances to work with its partners, not only with the U.S., but also with KFOR, and EULEX, in order to reach common goals.

“We support the goals of achieving sovereignty, rule of law, but in well-planed actions and in coordination with the international community,” Countryman added.

KFOR reinforced with additional 700 troops (dailies)

Dailies report that NATO headquarters has decided to send reinforcements to KFOR in the northern part of Kosovo where roads are still blocked. A NATO spokesman told Reuters that the additional troops would temporarily serve as replacements to the soldiers who have been on duty since the crisis began a week ago. 

Dailies also report that KFOR commander Erhard Buhler met Serbian officials Borislav Stefanovic and Goran Bogdanovic on Tuesday, but only after his request to unblock the road in Sllatine was carried out. KFOR issued a communiqué saying that there were brief and informal exchanges of opinions during the meeting.

President Jahjaga criticizes EULEX (dailies)

In an interview for Radio Free Europe, Kosovo President Atifete Jahjaga criticized EULEX for not working enough on the enforcement of rule of law in the past. “Criticism against EULEX is reasonable because EULEX must enforce law and order and must fight organized crime and smuggling, something that it hasn’t done successfully in the past. EULEX keeps a status neutral position but this position is not neutral vis-à-vis law and order,” Jahjaga was quoted as saying.
Ivanovic: No resolution of crisis if Serb demands are not met (dailies)
Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo, told Serbian news agency Tanjug that the crisis in northern Kosovo will last until all Serb demands are met and until the situation does returns to the status before the intervention of Kosovo Police special units. 

“Albanians and Kosovo Customs for the time being cannot have a presence in northern Kosovo. A presence could be negotiated in Brussels but until this, things must return to where they were before July 25th,” Ivanovic said.
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Koha Ditore 

Front page

· Thaçi: We don’t dialogue on Kosovo’s internal affairs

· Border cannot be guarded without logistics

· U.S. supports sovereignty, calls for cooperation with partners

· IMF obliges the government to cut down expenses in salaries

· Judiciary is not respecting the rights of citizens

Other headlines

· KFOR reinforced with 700 troops (3)

· Belgrade’s negotiating position is weaker (4)

· Ivanovic: No resolution of crisis if Serb demands are not met (4)

· Former KLA soldier, Ejup Kabashi, sentenced to five years in prison (5)

· Matoshi: Welcome to 1991! (10)

· Hamza: EU sinks in Ibër (11)

Zëri

Front page

· Thaçi and Pacolli clash over the President’s post

· Thaçi: No going back

· NATO sends additional troops to Kosovo

· Buhler: The situation is quiet and under control

· Çollaku: NATO’s message

· Kurti: Tactics without strategy, or border integrity without territorial integrity

Other headlines

· Jahjaga criticizes EULEX (2)

· EU: No more tensions (2)

· UNSC regular session on Kosovo on August 24th (2)

· Ahmeti: Kosovo’s division would destabilize Macedonia (4)

· Trajkovic: Thaçi made a mistake (4)

· Incidents in the north, EULEX launches investigations (4)

· Government has no alternatives for Kosova e Re (7)

Kosova Sot

Front page

· NATO sends 700 troops to Kosovo

· Cooper’s mission fails, no going back in the north

· U.S. calls for removal of barricades

· Editorial: The flaws of the legislative 

· Procedure of electing the President is amended

· Demand for Kosovar products rises by 10%

Other headlines

· UNSC to discuss situation in Kosovo on August 24th (2)

· Russia calls for talks on situation in the north (4)

· Cvetkovic: KFOR and EULEX should remain neutral (4)

· Serbia calls for compromise on Kosovo (4)

· Jahjaga criticizes EULEX (4)

· KFOR controls the train coming from Serbia (7)

Epoka e Re

Front page

· Thaçi: Brussels should know that Kosovo is a state

· Countryman: Barricades should be removed as soon as possible

· Buhler warns: KFOR will unblock the roads

· NATO deploys 700 troops

· Ahmeti: Kosovo’s division would threaten Macedonia

Other headlines

· Engel: Thaçi made the right decision (2)

· UNSC to meet on Kosovo on August 24th (2)

· Bajrami: Time to take away executive competencies from internationals (7)

Express

Front page

· Thaçi’s remarks

· Another 700 troops

· Criticizes EULEX

· The message of the IMF

· No Coca Cola

Other headlines

· Zbogar: KFOR to maintain its presence in the north (4)

· Tahiri: Borko was involved in burning in Jarinje (5)

· Difficult talks (5)

· UNSC to discuss situation in Kosovo on August 24th (6)

Bota Sot

Front page

· EULEX: “Who are you, we don’t recognize you”!

· Construction of Ibrahim Rugova Square to start in September

· KFOR calls for reinforcements from NATO

· Every state has a region like Mitrovica!

· Jahjaga: We will not talk to anyone about internal arrangements

· Soon new reciprocity measures toward Serbia

· Serbs with AK47s and barricades block Albanians

· Editorial: Albania should deploy troops in the north

Other headlines

· Regular session of the UNSC on August 24th (2)

· Armed Serbs in Rudare (2)

· NATO sends additional troops to Kosovo (3)

· Tahiri accuses Stefanovic (3)

· Government has a European agenda (4)
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